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REGIONAL PARTNERS: THE KEY TO GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS 
AT SCAG’S 2006 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, Deputy Assistant to President Bush 
Ruben Barrales to Address Southern California Leaders.  Event Also Highlighted By 

Historic New Involvement of Native American Tribes 
 

LONG BEACH – Today, more than 150 election officials attended the Southern 

California Association of Governments’ (SCAG) 2006 Annual General Assembly.  U.S. 

Secretary of Transportation Norman Y. Mineta, Deputy Assistant to President Bush Ruben 

Barrales and representatives from Native American Tribes throughout the region, joined 

delegates from across Southern California.  Participants discussed SCAG’s accomplishments 

in fostering cooperation between governments and cited a need for even greater regional 

partnerships to guarantee the six-county SCAG region’s economic future and quality of life.   

Secretary Mineta served as the General Assembly’s luncheon keynote speaker, 

delivering an address that emphasized the benefits of greater cross-regional cooperation on 

transportation and goods movement issues.   

"Southern California is integral to the United States' continued leadership in global 

commerce, and the Southern California Association of Governments is a model for the 

regional cooperation that is essential to keep our people and products moving, and our 

economy at its competitive best," stated Mineta. 

As part of the goal of greater regional cooperation to improve Southern California’s 

competitive edge in a global economy, SCAG’s General Assembly approved historic changes 

in its bylaws to give Native American tribes a formal voice in the regional planning process.   

- more - 

 



The region’s Tribal Governments will now one seat on both the Regional Council and two on 

each of SCAG’s policy committees.  A Native American Advisory Council will be 

established to determine the Tribal Government representatives to the SCAG governing board 

and committees, and state legislation has been introduced by Assemblyman Lloyd Levine to 

facilitate Tribal Government participation in SCAG.  With today’s action, SCAG is the 

nation’s largest metropolitan planning organization to provide Tribal Governments with 

formal representation.  Tribal Council representatives from the Torres-Martinez Desert 

Cahuilla Indians, Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians and Pechanga Band of Luiseno 

Indians were present for the action. 

“We commend SCAG for their commitment to providing Tribal Governments with an 

opportunity to identify how they can best be involved in the transportation planning process,” 

said Raymond Torres, chairman of the Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians.  “We look 

forward to working closely with our local government partners on the many transportation, 

housing, air quality and other issues that impact us all.” 

Deputy Assistant to President Bush Ruben Barrales applauded SCAG’s efforts to 

involve Native American tribes in the region’s planning efforts.  

The General Assembly marked by a changing of the SCAG leadership team.  

Outgoing president Toni Young was replaced by Los Angeles County Supervisor Yvonne B. 

Burke.  In addition, SCAG’s policy committees presented Regional Champion Awards, 

recognizing leaders who have made outstanding contributions to the Southern California 

regional community.  Five individuals were honored for their contributions to transportation, 

community development, environmental concerns, and communications.  They include:  

- Dr. Geraldine Knatz, Executive Director of the Port of Los Angeles  

- Richard Steinke, Executive Director of the Port of Long Beach 

- Jim Stahl, Chief Engineer and General Manager of the County Sanitation Districts 

of Los Angeles 

- Art Gallucci, City Manager for Cerritos  

- Ray Gonzales, Director of Community Affairs and Host of Pacesetters, KTLA-TV 
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