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COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
of the 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

April 4, 2013 
Minutes 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE.  AN AUDIO 
RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING. 
 
The Community, Economic & Human Development Committee held its meeting at SCAG’s 
downtown Los Angeles office. 
  
Members Present  
 
Hon. Don Campbell, Brawley     ICTC 
Hon. Carol Chen, Cerritos     GCCOG 
Hon. Steven Choi, City of Irvine    District 14 
Hon. Rose Espinoza, City of La Habra   OCCOG 
Hon. Margaret Finlay, Duarte  (Vice-Chair)   District 35 
Hon. Debbie Franklin, Banning    WRCOG 
Hon. Ron Garcia, Brea     OCCOG 
Hon. James Gazeley, Lomita     District 39 
Hon. Joseph Gonzales, South El Monte   SGVCOG 
Hon. Tom Hansen, City of Paramount   GCCOG     
Hon. Steve Hofbauer, Palmdale    District 43 
Hon. Bill Jahn, Big Bear Lake    District 11 
Hon. Paula Lantz, Pomona (Chair)    District 38 
Hon. Larry McCallon, Highland    District 7 
Hon. Ed Reyes, Los Angeles     District 48 
Hon. Deborah Robertson, Rialto    District 8 
Hon. Sonny Santa Ines, Bellflower    GCCOG 
Hon. Becky Shevlin, Monrovia    SGVCOG 
 
Members Not Present 
 
Hon. Sam Allevato, City of San Juan Capistrano  OCCOG 
Hon. James Butts, Inglewood     SBCCOG 
Hon. Jon Harrison, Redlands     District 6 
Hon. Mike Leonard, Hesperia     SANBAG 
Hon. Charles Martin      Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Hon. Kathryn McCullough, Lake Forest   District 13 
Hon. Carl Morehouse, San Buenaventura      District 47 
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Members Not Present (Cont’d) 
 
Hon. Gene Murabito, Glendora    SGVCOG 
Hon. Laura Olhasso, La Canada-Flintridge   Arroyo Verdugo COG 
Hon. Julie Hackbarth-McIntyre, Barstow   SANBAG 
Hon. Susan McSweeney, Westlake Village   LVMCOG 
Hon. John A. Mirisch, Beverly Hills    WSCCOG 
Hon. Ray Musser, Upland     SANBAG 
Hon. John Nielsen, Tustin     District 17 
Hon. John Palinkas       Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians 
Hon. Rex Parris, Lancaster     North Los Angeles County  
Hon. Jan Perry, Los Angeles      District 56 
Hon. Andy Quach, Westminster    District 20 
Hon. Bob Ring, Laguna Woods    OCCOG 
Hon. Michael Wilson, Indio     CVAG 
 
CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Hon. Paula Lantz, Chair, called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 AM.  Hon. Bill Jahn 
led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ELECTIONS FOR CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 
 
Joann Africa, Chief Counsel, stated that an advance call for nominations was made several weeks 
ago.  There was one (1) nomination received for the Chair position, Margaret Finlay; and one (1) 
nomination received for the Vice-Chair position, Paula Lantz.  Paper ballots were distributed 
indicating the names of the two (2) candidates for consideration. 
 
Hon. Larry McCallon announced that he would like to make a nomination from the floor, and 
nominated Hon. Bill Jahn for the Vice-Chair position. 
 
Hon. Steven Choi requested that the candidates introduce themselves and make a brief statement 
regarding their candidacy.  After the candidates spoke, Ms. Africa instructed the members to use 
their paper ballots and if they wish to vote for Hon Bill Jahn as Vice-Chair, to write in his name.  
 
Having received the final tally, the Chair announced that Margaret Finlay will serve as the new 
Chair of CEHD, and the Hon. Bill Jahn will serve as the new Vice-Chair of CEHD.  The Chair 
congratulated them both. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
President Glen Becerra thanked the CEHD members for their support and dedication during his 
presidency.  President Becerra also expressed his appreciation to the Chair and Vice-Chair for their 
leadership during the past year.      
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REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
There was no reprioritization of the agenda. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Approval Item 
 
1. Minutes of the March 7, 2013 Meeting 

 A MOTION was made (Jahn) to approve the Consent Calendar.  The MOTION was 
 SECONDED (Franklin) and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.   

ACTION ITEM/DISCUSSION ITEM  
 
2. Sustainability Subcommittee Recommendations 
 Hon. Kris Murray, representing District 19 and Vice-Chair of the Sustainability 

Subcommittee, provided an overview of the Subcommittee’s recommendations.  Hon. 
Murray stated that during the six-month process, the focus was to engage stakeholders, 
regional agencies, and SCAG member agencies on the new requirement for SCAG to have a 
Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) as part of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  
Hon. Murray stated that she looks forward to further input as the dialogue continues.   

 
 Hon. Larry McCallon suggested that the recommended action to the Regional Council be 

revised to read, “Review and recommend Regional Council approval of the Sustainability 
Subcommittee recommendations as preliminary, recognizing these are starting points subject 
to further input through an open process during the development of the RTP/SCS over the 
next three (3) years, which will culminate in adoption of the final RTP in the spring of 
2016.”    

 
 With the revised recommended action, a MOTION was made (McCallon) to move this 

matter forward to the Regional Council for approval.  The MOTION was SECONDED 
(Jahn) and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.   

 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
3. Update on the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) California 

Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool 
 Ping Chang, Land Use and Environmental Planning, provided an overview of the California 

Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool, which evaluates the combined impacts 
of pollution on communities.  Mr. Chang stated that the tool is intended to be used by 
Cal/EPA to comply with statutory mandates related to environmental justice and identify 
impacted communities for investment opportunities pursuant to Senate Bill 535.  Mr. Chang 
noted that the tool compares the relative measure of impact, but is not an absolute measure.  
Mr. Chang stated that Cal/EPA recognizes that using zip codes is not the perfect geographic 
unit so they have committed to adjusting this to a census tract by the end of the year.  Mr. 
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Chang further stated that in terms of outreach, Cal/EPA has conducted fourteen (14) public 
workshops, two (2) of which were co-hosted by SCAG.  Cal/EPA anticipates the release of 
the final version of the screening tool by April 2013.     

 
 Hon. Paula Lantz suggested that it would have been helpful to have the tool available and 

some of its features included in the presentation.   
 
4. Summary Report from Subcommittees 
 A written report was provided.   
 
5. Update/Presentation on Administration Draft Cap and Trade Auction Proceeds Investment 

Plan 
 Darin Chidsey, Acting Director of Strategy, Policy & Public Affairs, stated that Cynthia 

Marvin, Division Chief, California Air Resources Board (CARB), will be providing an 
update today on the Cap-and-Trade Auction Proceeds Investment Plan to the Energy and 
Environment Committee (EEC) and to the Regional Council (RC).  Mr. Chidsey encouraged 
the members to stay for the presentation.  Mr. Chidsey noted that the Cap-and-Trade 
Auction Plan was first introduced for review in February 2013 and implements AB 32 as 
part of the Cap-and-Trade program to define how certain funds that were generated through 
the selling of auction proceeds would be disbursed.  Mr. Chidsey stated that there is a 
particular interest among certain groups that a greater portion of these funds go toward 
affordable housing.  Ms. Marvin’s presentation will address how this money will be spent 
over a 3-year period.  

 
6. Western Riverside Council of Governments (WRCOG) Home Energy Renovation 

Opportunity (HERO) Program Presentation 
 Barbara Spoonhour, Director of Energy and Environmental Programs with WRCOG, 

provided an overview of the Hero Program, which offers low interest loans to homeowners 
and businesses for energy improvements.  Ms. Spoonhour stated that the loans are repaid 
through the owners’ property taxes, and the owners generally see an increase in the value of 
their homes or businesses.  The only stipulations are that the owner must have a clear title on 
their property, be current on their mortgage, and have at least 10% equity in their property.  
Ms. Spoonhour stated that the program also provides benefits to the jurisdictions by creating 
jobs, providing energy savings, and helping the environment by reducing GHG emissions. 

 
 There were several questions raised by members with respect to the criteria of the program.  

Hon. Larry McCallon reported that SANBAG has recently joined this program and he is 
looking forward to the implementation. 

  
7. Estimated Time Spent by Local Jurisdictions to Participate in SCAG’s Local Input Process 

for the 2016 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) 
Update    

 Dr. Simon Choi, Chief of Research & Forecasting, reported that at the February 7, 2013 
meeting of the CEHD committee, staff was directed to survey local jurisdictions regarding 
the staff resources required to participate in the bottom-up process to review and provide 
input on SCAG’s Integrated Growth Forecast and land use maps.  Based upon the informal 
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survey undertaken by staff, it was found that local jurisdictions, depending upon its 
population, spent between one (1) day to fifteen (15) weeks to review and provide input 
related to SCAG’s growth forecasts, SCS development, and RHNA process during the three-
year period between 2009 and 2012.    

 
 Hon. Paula Lantz requested that a report be provided to the members with a compilation of 

the specific statistics obtained from the cities.  Dr. Choi stated that such a report will be 
provided.     

 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Hon. Paula Lantz encouraged CEHD members to register for the upcoming General Assembly on 
May 2-3, 2013 being held at the J.W. Marriott Desert Springs Resort and Spa in Palm Desert.  A 
registration table was set-up outside the Boardroom for those interested in registering.     
 
STAFF REPORT 
 
There was no report provided.  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Hon. Deborah Robertson stated that she would speak with staff regarding a possible future agenda 
item, regarding SCAG potentially gathering data to assess a jurisdiction’s value of assets.    
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
There were no announcements.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:37 AM. 
 
 
 
 
        Minutes Approved By: 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Frank Wen, Manager 
        Research & Analysis  
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