
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
of the 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

November 1, 2012 
Minutes 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE.  AN AUDIO 
RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING. 
 
The Community, Economic & Human Development Committee held its meeting at SCAG’s 
downtown Los Angeles office. 
  
Members Present  
Hon. Carol Chen, Cerritos     GCCOG 
Hon. Margaret Finlay, Duarte     District 35 
Hon. James Gazeley, Lomita     District 39 
Hon. Joseph Gonzales, South El Monte   SGVCOG 
Hon. Steve Hofbauer, Palmdale    District 43 
Hon. Bill Jahn, Big Bear Lake    District 11 
Hon. Paula Lantz, Pomona (Chair)    District 38 
Hon. Joel Lautenschleger     District 13 
Hon. Ronald Loveridge, Riverside    District 4 
Hon. Larry McCallon, Highland    District 7 
Hon. Kathryn McCullough, Lake Forest   OCCOG 
Hon. Carl Morehouse, San Buenaventura      District 47 
Hon. Kris Murray, Anaheim     District 19 
Hon. Ray Musser, Upland     SANBAG 
Hon. Linda Parks, Ventura     VCOG 
Hon. Ed Reyes, Los Angeles     District 48 
Hon. Deborah Robertson, Rialto    District 8 
Hon. Becky Shevlin, Monrovia    SGVCOG 
Hon. Michael Wilson      SGVCOG 
 
Members Not Present 
Hon. Sam Allevato, City of San Juan Capistrano  OCCOG 
Hon. Josue Barrios, Cudahy         GCCOG 
Hon. James Butts, Inglewood     SBCCOG 
Hon. Don Campbell, Brawley     ICTC 
Hon. Ron Garcia, Brea     OCCOG 
Hon. Elba Guerrero, Huntington Park   GCCOG 
Hon. Jon Harrison, Redlands     District 6 
Hon. Sukhee Kang, City of Irvine    District 14 
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Members Not Present (Cont’d) 
Hon. Darcy Kuenzi, Menifee     District 63 
Hon. Randon Lane, Murrieta     WRCOG 
Hon. Mike Leonard, Hesperia     SANBAG 
Hon. Bryan MacDonald, Oxnard    District 45 
Hon. Charles Martin      Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Hon. Julie Hackbarth-McIntyre, Barstow   SANBAG 
Hon. Susan McSweeney, Westlake Village   LVMCOG 
Hon. John A. Mirisch, Beverly Hills    WSCCOG 
Hon. Gene Murabito, Glendora    SGVCOG 
Hon. John Nielsen, Tustin     District 17 
Hon. Laura Olhasso, La Canada-Flintridge   Arroyo Verdugo COG 
Hon. John Palinkas       Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians 
Hon. Rex Parris, Lancaster     North Los Angeles County  
Hon. Jan Perry, Los Angeles      District 56 
Hon. Andy Quach, Westminster    District 20 
Hon. Bob Ring, Laguna Woods    OCCOG 
 
CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Hon. Paula Lantz, Chair, called the meeting to order at approximately 10:05 AM and led the 
Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
There were no public comments. 
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
There was no reprioritization of the agenda. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Approval Item 
 
1. Minutes of the October 4, 2012 Meeting 

The Chair requested that the Consent Calendar be brought back for approval at the next 
meeting with a revised attendance sheet reflecting ‘excused absences’ for those members 
attending the California League of Cities Conference in September.  A MOTION was made 
(Jahn) to bring the Consent Calendar back for approval with the revised attendance sheet. 
The MOTION was SECONDED (Morehouse) and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
2. Response to the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) on 

the Eligibility of Jurisdictions to Take Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) Credit 
Huasha Liu, Director of Land Use and Environmental Planning, reported on a recent 
telephone conversation between SCAG staff and the Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) staff regarding the streamlining process for the 5th cycle 
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housing element.  She reported that this telephone conversation was a result of the recent 
workshop that HCD held in Orange County, wherein staff noted discrepancies between what 
HCD staff was saying about eligibility of RHNA credit versus a statement contained in their 
letter addressed to Huasha Liu and dated May 21, 2012.  Ms. Liu referred to the letter, 
included as Page 9 in the agenda packet, which indicates that units that are approved, 
permitted, or produced during the current 4th cycle cannot be credited toward the next cycle; 
whereas, the information given at the workshop indicates that the units approved and 
permitted but not built can be recycled during the following cycle of the housing element.  
Ms. Liu reported that as a result of the telephone conversation with HCD staff, it was 
determined that if a certain number of housing units are actually built on the ground in this 
cycle and reported to the Department of Finance (DOF) in the following cycle starting 
January 2014, DOF will have a new inventory of available housing units and those units can 
be taken into consideration as credit toward the jurisdiction’s obligation in the 5th cycle 
housing element.    
 
After further discussion, a MOTION was made (McCallon) directing staff to send a letter to 
HCD outlining the understanding of the telephone conversation and requesting a written 
response from HCD in return.  The MOTION was SECONDED (Morehouse) and 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
 
Ms. Liu also reported that as a result of a conversation with Lisa Bates, the new Deputy 
Director of HCD, she is confident that HCD is willing to help those jurisdictions who do not 
have a certified 4th cycle housing element.  Ms. Liu emphasized the importance of having a 
certified 4th cycle housing element before moving to the 5th cycle in order to avoid the 
penalty clause provision in SB 375 relating to an amendment to the housing law.  Ms. Liu 
stated that Ms. Bates has agreed to have her staff sit down with those cities at a roundtable 
meeting and help them bring their 4th cycle housing element into compliance.  The Chair 
requested that staff provide a list of those cities not in compliance, so they may be made 
aware of this opportunity.  
 
Ma’Ayn Johnson, Senior Regional Planner, provided an overview of the provisional 
streamlining process for the 5th cycle housing element. 
 

3. Senate Bill 535 (deLeon) – California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006; Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction (GHGR) Fund  

 Huasha Liu, Director of Land Use and Environmental Planning, stated that SB 535 requires 
that the investment plan developed and submitted to the Legislature pursuant to AB 1532 
allocate a minimum of 25% of the available monies in the fund to projects that provide 
benefits to identified disadvantaged communities; and a minimum of 10% of the available 
monies in the fund to projects located within identified disadvantaged communities.  Ms. 
Liu further stated that the bill requires CalEPA to identify disadvantaged communities for 
investment opportunities.   

 
 Hon. Larry McCallon, representing District 7, expressed concern that designating 

communities as disadvantaged will not be beneficial to cities in terms of business 
development and suggested trying to change this terminology in the legislation.    
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 Chair Paula Lantz, representing District 38, inquired about the definition of community and 

how it is identified, whether by city boundaries, neighborhoods, or precincts. 
   
 Ms. Liu stated that based on the communication she has had with legislators in Sacramento 

and CalEPA staff, they do not have a specific definition for disadvantaged communities, but 
the criteria is based on geographic location, socioeconomic issues, public health, and 
environmental hazards.    

 
 Hon. Carol Chen, representing Gateway Cities COG, stated that she agreed that the term, 

disadvantaged communities, has a negative connotation; however, she believes that it is 
important to identify these communities who are impacted by pollution, traffic, inferior 
roadways, and railways.   

 
 Hon. Joseph Gonzales, representing SGVCOG, pointed out that it is not likely that the 

language of the legislation can be changed at this point and that Senator deLeon obviously 
wanted attention drawn to the communities of a certain economic status.   Hon. Gonzales 
also inquired how the money would be split.  Ms. Liu stated that the money would have to 
be split by projects and locations, and would be part of the 3-year investment plan that the 
DOF and ARB are charged with developing.   

 
 Hon. Ed Reyes, representing District 48, inquired if staff has the resources to develop a list 

which would designate centers within the region that currently have projects in process that 
deal with health issues and contamination hazards.  Ms. Liu stated that staff has information 
on transportation and housing related issues, which is one of the seven categories of the 
projects defined in AB 1532 related to energy, water, and waste management.  Hon. Reyes 
also suggested creating project profiles in order to identify the needs of the jurisdictions.   

 
 Hon. Larry McCallon, representing District 7, stated that he believes it is important to 

broaden the definition of health because unemployment also has a great impact on health 
issues. 

 
 After further discussion, a MOTION was made (Morehouse) to approve the 

Legislative/Communications and Membership Committee (LCMC) recommendation to 
authorize SCAG to work with stakeholders to help identify disadvantaged communities for 
the purposes of SB 535, and to support the inclusion of statewide transportation coalition 
principles, which include adopted regional sustainable communities strategies, into the 
project selection criteria and process for allocating cap and trade revenues.  The MOTION 
was SECONDED (McCallon) and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.   

 
 The Chair asked that the comments of Hon. McCallon and Hon. Reyes be noted as part of 

the record for staff’s future reference.  Darin Chidsey, Deputy Director, stated that as this 
item is being presented to each of the policy committees, staff will prepare a summary of the 
amendments that each of the policy committees recommend and present it to the Regional 
Council before they take action.  
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
Hon. Pam O’Connor, representing District 41, provided a report on the first meeting of the 
Sustainability Subcommittee.  Hon. O’Connor stated that on November 5, 2012 there will be a joint 
meeting of the Sustainability, Active Transportation, and Public Health Subcommittees, wherein the 
guest speakers will address the principles from each of the Subcommittees and how they interrelate 
with each other.  Hon. O’Connor further stated that the meeting schedules for all the Subcommittees 
will be posted on SCAG’s website, as they become available. 
 
Hon. Ed Reyes, representing District 48, stated that with the dissolution of redevelopment agencies, 
it is important to focus on economic development and financial structure that will serve as case 
examples for the policy makers, so they know what to fight for during budget discussions.   
 
Marco Anderson, Senior Regional Planner, stated that SCAG is about to roll-out a new website 
redesign.  One sub-site started as a Compass Blueprint project that SCAG funded for the City of 
Fullerton.  He further stated that the new website has a set of tools and techniques, and as a result, 
staff decided to make it available to all the jurisdictions.  The website address is IFF.scag.ca.gov, 
which stands for Infrastructure Funding & Financing. 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
There was no report presented. 
 
STAFF REPORT 
Frank Wen, Manager of Research & Analysis, provided an update on the HCD Housing Element 
workshops.  Dr. Wen stated that there will be five workshops as noted:  1) November 13, 2012 at 
SCAG’s Los Angeles office; 2) November 14, 2012 in Ontario; 3) November 20, 2012 in Palm 
Desert; 4) November 28, 2012 in Camarillo; and 5) December 5, 2012 in Long Beach.  All five 
workshops will begin at 9:30 AM and conclude at 1:30 PM.  Video conferencing will be available 
and the dates and locations will be posted on SCAG’s website.   
 
Joann Africa, Chief Counsel, stated that the attendance report included in today’s agenda packet 
will be revised to reflect that the CEHD members who were in attendance at the California League 
of Cities conference have “excused absences.”  She requested a ‘show of hands’ of the members 
who attended the conference.  Those members were Hon. Kathryn McCullough, Hon Carl 
Morehouse, Hon. Deborah Robertson, Hon. Michael Wilson, Hon. Steve Hofbauer, Hon. Jim 
Gazeley, Hon. Joel Lautenschleger, Hon. Kris Murray, and Hon. Paula Lantz.   
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no items presented.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chair introduced a new CEHD member, Michael Wilson, representing CVAG. 
 
All the members joined in to thank Mayor Ron Loveridge for his dedication and service to SCAG 
and to the region. 
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Hon. Glen Becerra, SCAG’s President, announced that the 3rd Annual Economic Summit will be 
held on December 6, 2012 at the Westin Bonaventure Hotel.  Hon. Becerra requested that the 
members reach out to their legislators and encourage them to participate in this important event.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:31 AM. 
 
 
 
        Minutes Approved By: 
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Frank Wen, Manager 
        Research & Analysis  
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