
 

Energy and Environment Committee 
of the 

Southern California Association of Governments 
February 4, 2016 

Minutes 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE.  A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE 
ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S OFFICE. 
 
The Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) held its meeting at the SCAG Los Angeles Office.  
The meeting was called to order by the Hon. Deborah Robertson, Chair.  There was a quorum.  
 
Members Present 
Hon. Denis Bertone, San Dimas   SGVCOG 
Hon. Ross Chun, Aliso Viejo   TCA 
Hon. Margaret Clark, Rosemead   District 32 
Hon. Jordan Ehrenkranz, Canyon Lake   WRCOG    
Hon. Larry Forester, Signal Hill    GCCOG 
Hon. Laura Friedman, Glendale    Arroyo Verdugo Cities 
Hon. Mike Gardner, Riverside    WRCOG 
Hon. Sandra Genis, Costa Mesa    OCCOG 
Hon. Ed Graham, Chino Hills   District 10 
Hon. Shari Horne, Laguna Woods   OCCOG 
Hon. Steve Hwangbo, La Palma   District 18 
Hon. Diana Mahmud, South Pasadena   SGVCOG 
Hon. Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates   District 40 
Hon. Mike Munzing, Aliso Viejo    District 12 
Hon. Jim Osborne, Lawndale     SBCCOG 
Hon. Linda Parks      Ventura County 
Hon. Greg Pettis, Cathedral City    District 2 
Hon. David Pollock, Moorpark    VCOG 
Hon. Carmen Ramirez, Oxnard (Vice-Chair)  District 45 
Hon. Deborah Robertson, Rialto (Chair)   District 8 
Hon. Meghan Sahli-Wells, Culver City   WCCOG 
Hon. Betty Sanchez, Coachella Valley   CVAG 
Mr. Steve Schuyler, Ex Officio    Building Industry Association 
Hon. Jack Terrazas   Imperial County 
Hon. Diane Williams, Rancho Cucamonga   SANBAG 
Hon. Edward Wilson, Signal Hill   Gateway Cities 
    
Members Not Present    
Hon. Mitchell Englander, Los Angeles   District 59 
Hon. Thomas Martin, Maywood   GCCOG 
Hon. Eric Schmidt, Hesperia     SANBAG 
Hon. John Sibert, Malibu     District 44 
Hon. Bonnie Wright, Hemet   WRCOG  
 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 
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CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Hon. Deborah Robertson, Chair, Rialto, called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. Hon. Diane 
Williams, Rancho Cucamonga, led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Action Item 7 was brought forward as the first item to be presented. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
Approval Items 
 
1.  Minutes of the October 8, 2015 Meeting 
 
2.  Minutes of the October 26, 2015 Special Meeting 
 
Receive and File 
 
3. Short-Term and Long-Term Demographic and Economic Statistics and Trends in the SCAG    
Region 
 
4.   CEQA Exemptions of Qualified Projects and Areas Under SB 743 
 

A MOTION was made (Forester) to move the Consent Calendar. The MOTION was 
SECONDED (Osborne) and APPROVED by the following votes:  
 

  AYES:       Bertone, Chun, Clark, Forester, Gardner, Horne, Mahmud, Osborne, Pettis,  
 Ramirez, Robertson, Sahli-Wells, Sanchez, Terrazas, Wilson, Williams 

                       NOES:          None 
      ABSTAIN:   None 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
5.  2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2016 RTP/SCS) -

Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR): Status and Progress 
 

Lijin Sun, SCAG Staff, stated that the 60-day public review and comment period for the Draft 
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the 2016 RTP/SCS, ended on February 1, 
2016. At the time of this meeting, SCAG received over 70 comment letters on the PEIR. On 
January 19, 2016, SCAG held two public workshops, each providing the same information, at its 
downtown office. The purpose of the workshops was to introduce to the public information 
about the 2016 RTP/SCS and PEIR, and how to continue to participate in the public review and 
commenting process while the 60-day comment period was open. A total of five people 
participated in the workshops, and SCAG received two public comments at the workshops.   
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SCAG’s PEIR team is in the process of reviewing and evaluating comments that were received 
during this period. A joint policy committee meeting will be held on March 3, 2016 at which 
time, this item will be brought back to provide a more detailed discussion of the public 
comments and proposed approaches to responses to comments. 

 
6.    2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy - Update  
 

  Hon. Deborah Robertson, Chair, stated that following the release of the Draft 2016 RTP/SCS for 
public review and comment, SCAG conducted outreach throughout the region to solicit feedback 
on the Plan. Throughout the month of January, SCAG conducted 13 Draft 2016 RTP/SCS 
elected official briefings (at least one in each county) and four public hearings (three were video-
conferenced throughout the region, with the exception of one in Orange County). Additional 
outreach meetings were held when requested (e.g., a Rialto community workshop). Two Draft 
2016 RTP/SCS PEIR workshops were also held. SCAG’s outreach concluded on January 27th in 
Imperial County. Outreach has gone well and SCAG has received comments that are helpful and 
supportive of the Plan. 

 
  The public comment period concluded earlier this week on Monday, February 1. SCAG staff are 
continuing to review and respond to public comments and plan to provide the Regional Council 
with a summary of comments received along with recommendations on how to address them 
within the Plan at the March 3 Regional Council meeting. SCAG staff plans to seek Regional 
Council adoption of the Plan in April so that the region can secure FTA/FHWA transportation 
conformity certifications by June 2016. 

 
ACTION ITEM 
 
7.    Support of the City of Claremont in Georgetown University Energy Competition  
 

Alan Thompson, SCAG Staff, stated that Claremont is one of 50 cities nationwide chosen to 
compete, the only city in the SCAG region, for a $5 million prize from Georgetown University 
Energy Prize (GUEP). In support of the Claremont Energy Challenge, SCAG has been asked to 
adopt a Resolution and provide a letter of recommendation from relevant County and State 
officials and agencies, i.e. the Governor’s Office, the California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC), and the California Energy Commission (CEC), and local elected officials.      
 
Mr. Thompson introduced the Hon. Joe Lyons, Mayor of Claremont, who requested that the 
EEC support and approve the Action Item to recommend that the Regional Council adopt a 
resolution supporting the City of Claremont and its efforts to win the $5 million GUEP. Hon. Joe 
Lyons then introduced Mr. Devon Hartman, Board Member, Sustainable Claremont, who briefed 
the Committee on GUEP’s goal to reduce energy use in homes, municipal buildings and K-12 
schools, and, at the same time, create the most innovative and replicable initiatives that will 
provide leadership in energy-efficiency to other cities throughout the country.     
 
Hon. Deborah Robertson informed the Committee of a correction in the Staff Report that the 
accompanying Resolution will be considered for approval at today’s Regional Council meeting, 
rather than at their March meeting.  The recommendation is for the Regional Council to adopt 
the Resolution supporting the City of Claremont and its efforts to win the $5 million Georgetown 
GUEP, and direct staff to prepare a letter of support. 
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A MOTION was made (Sahli-Wells) to approve the recommended action. The MOTION was 
SECONDED (Bertone) and APPROVED by the following votes:  

 
  AYES: Bertone, Clark, Ehrenkranz, Forester, Gennis, Horne, Mahmud, Mitchell, Osborne, 

Pettis, Ramirez, Robertson, Sahli-Wells, Sanchez, Terrazas, Williams, Wilson, 
Wright 

                        NOES:           Munzing 
ABSTAIN:    None 
 

8.    Conformity Re-determination for 2012-2035 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) and 2015 Federal Transportation Improvement Program 
(FTIP) for 2012 Annual PM2.5 National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)  

Rongsheng Luo, SCAG staff, stated that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
finalized the area designations for the new annual PM2.5 standard effective April 16, 2015.  As a 
result, transportation conformity needs to be re-determined for the Regional Transportation Plan 
and Federal Transportation Improvement Program (RTP/FTIP) by April 16, 2016.   

In the SCAG region, two areas have been designated as new nonattainment areas for the new 
PM2.5 standard with the same classification (Moderate) and the same attainment year (2021), 
the urbanized area of the Imperial County and the South Coast Air Basin. 

SCAG staff has performed the required conformity re-determination analysis for the 2012 
RTP/SCS and 2015 FTIP including modeling and emissions analysis for the new attainment 
year. The RTP/SCS and FTIP Conformity Re-determination Draft Report was released for a 15-
day public review which concluded on January 13, 2016.  No comments were received by the 
close of the public comment period. 

The final conformity analysis demonstrates that the 2012 RTP/SCS and 2015 FTIP meet all the 
federal conformity requirements. The RTP/SCS and FTIP pass the additional required emissions 
tests for the two new nonattainment areas in the SCAG region under the new annual PM2.5 
standard. The conformity analysis also reaffirms all other applicable conformity findings for the 
2012 RTP/SCS and 2015 FTIP which include consistency with the adopted 2012 RTP/SCS, 
regional emissions analyses, financial constraints, timely implementation of TCMs, and 
interagency consultation and public participation. 

Staff recommends that EEC approve the RTP/SCS and FTIP conformity re-determination for the 
new PM2.5 standard and recommend that the Regional Council adopt the conformity re-
determination and direct staff to submit it to Federal Highway Administration and Federal 
Transit Administration (FHWA/FTA) for approval. 

A MOTION was made (Osborne) to recommend that the Regional Council adopt 2012-2035 
RTP/SCS and 2015 FTIP conformity re-determination for 2012 annual PM2.5 standard and 
direct staff to submit it to Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration 
(FHWA/FTA) for approval. The MOTION was SECONDED (Pollock) and APPROVED by the 
following votes:  

  AYES: Bertone, Chun, Clark, Ehrenkranz, Forester, Friedman, Gardner, Genis, Graham, 
Horne, Hwangbo, Mitchell, Munzing, Osborne, Parks, Pettis, Pollock, Ramirez, 
Robertson, Sahli-Wells, Sanchez, Terrazas, Williams, Wilson 

 NOES:           None 
ABSTAIN:    Mahmud 
 

CHAIR’S REPORT - None 
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STAFF REPORT - None 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS   
 
 Oil and Gas Extraction in the SCAG region and the cost – Hon. Meghan Sahli-Wells, Culver City 
 Water – Hon. Deborah Robertson, Rialto 
 Environment Justice/Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as it relates to Porter Ranch –  

            Hon. Carmen Ramirez, Oxnard 
 Storm Water – Hon. Diana Mahmud, South Pasadena 
 EPA Superfund (24 sites in the SCAG region) – Hon. David Pollock, Moorpark 
 Ken Farsing and Richard Watson regarding Los Angeles County Sanitation District Dry Weather 

Diversion Toolbox - Hon. Larry Forester, Signal Hill 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Hon. Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates, offered to arrange a tour of the Long Beach Container 
Terminal at the Port of Long Beach for any interested Committee members. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Deborah Robertson adjourned the meeting at 11:36 a.m.  
 
The next regular meeting of the Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) will be held on Thursday, 
April 7, 2016 at the SCAG Los Angeles office. 
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