
 

Energy and Environment Committee 
of the 

Southern California Association of Governments 
March 7, 2013 

 
Minutes 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE.  A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE 
ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S OFFICE. 
 
The Energy and Environment Committee held its meeting at the SCAG Los Angeles Office.  The 
meeting was called to order by the Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, Chair.  There was a quorum.  
 
Members Present 
Hon. Lisa Bartlett, Dana Point  TCA 
Hon. Denis Bertone, San Dimas SGVCOG 
Hon. Margaret Clark, Rosemead District 32 
Hon. Jordan Ehrenkranz, Canyon Lake WRCOG 
Hon. Larry Forester, Signal Hill  GCCOG 
Hon. Ed Graham, Chino Hills District 10 
Hon. Keith Hanks, Azusa District 33 
Hon. Steve Hernandez, Coachella CVAG 
Hon. James Johnson, Long Beach District 30 
Hon. Linda Krupa, Hemet WRCOG 
Hon. Jack Terrazas Imperial County 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, El Centro  District 1 
Hon. Diane Williams, Rancho Cucamonga SANBAG 
Hon. Dennis Zine, City of Los Angeles District 50 
    
Members Not Present 
Hon. Sylvia Ballin, San Fernando  District 67 
Hon. Brian Brennan, San Buenaventura VCOG 
Hon. Jeff Duclos, Hermosa Beach SBCCOG 
Hon. Mitchell Englander, Los Angeles District 59 
Hon. Rafi Manoukian, Glendale SFVCOG 
Hon. Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates District 40 
Hon. Thomas Martin, Maywood  GCCOG 
Hon. Sam Pedroza, Claremont  SGVCOG 
Hon. David Pollock, Moorpark VCOG 
Hon. Jeffery Prang, West Hollywood WSCCOG 
Hon. Lupe Ramos Watson, Indio  District 66 
Hon. Ed Scott, Rialto SANBAG 
Hon. Mark Waldman, La Palma OCCOG 
Hon. Edward Wilson, Signal Hill Gateway Cities  
 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 
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CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.   
   
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD - None 
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
Approval Item 
 
1.  Minutes of the February 7, 2013 Meeting 
 

A MOTION was made (Bertone) to approve the Consent Calendar. The MOTION was 
SECONDED (Forester) and unanimously APPROVED. 
 

Receive and File 
 
2.  Summary Report from Subcommittees – A written report was distributed to the committee.  
     There were no comments or questions. 

 
INFORMATION ITEM 

 
3.  U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Publication on Creating Equitable, Healthy and 

Sustainable Communities 
 
 Ma’Ayn Johnson, SCAG Staff, stated that the EPA’s publication contains a list of strategies and 

principles some of which have already been implemented in the region’s communities.  The 
strategies in the report are organized under seven (7) common shared goals and principles that 
connect environmental justice, smart growth, and equitable development: 

 
1. Facilitate meaningful community engagement in planning and land use decisions 
2. Promote public health and a clean and safe environment 
3. Strengthen existing communities 
4. Provide housing choices 
5. Provide transportation options 
6. Improve access to opportunities and daily necessities 
7. Preserve and build on the features that make a community distinctive 

 
Strategies are presented alongside relevant case studies in each section. Examples of strategies 
reviewed in the publication include: conducting multilingual outreach; redeveloping commercial 
corridors; designing safe streets for all users; creating safe routes to school; and providing access 
to parks and green space. 
 
Local governments using this information can choose approaches that best suit their needs and 
goals. The publication will be useful to SCAG jurisdictions that are developing or updating local 
plans and looking for case studies and potential strategies for guidance. The full report can be 
accessed on the web at http://www.EPA.gov/smartgrowth . 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 
4.  Conformity Re-determination for 2012-2035 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 

Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) and 2013 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) 
for 2008 8-hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards  

 
Rongsheng Luo, SCAG Staff, stated that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency finalized the 
area designations for the new 8-hour ozone standards effective July 20, 2012.  As a result, 
transportation conformity needs to be re-determined for the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS and 2013 FTIP 
by July 20, 2013.   

SCAG staff has performed the transportation conformity re-determination analyses for Imperial 
County, West Mojave Desert Air Basin, South Coast Air Basin, Coachella Valley, and Ventura 
County ozone nonattainment areas.  The RTP/SCS and FTIP Conformity Re-determination Draft 
Report was released for public review ending February 15, 2013.  No comments were received by 
the close of the public comment period. 

The analysis demonstrates that the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS and 2013 FTIP meet all the federal 
transportation conformity requirements.   

A MOTION was made (Forester) to approve the conformity re-determination and recommend that 
the Regional Council adopt 2012-2035 RTP/SCS and 2013 FTIP conformity re-determination for 
2008 8-hour ozone standards and direct staff to submit it to Federal Highway Administration and 
Federal Transit Administration for approval. The MOTION was SECONDED (Johnson) and 
unanimously APPROVED. 

 
5.  Sustainability Program Call for Proposal Ranking Criteria 
 

Grieg Asher, SCAG Staff, stated that over the past year SCAG’s Green Region Initiative has been 
combined together with the agency’s Compass Blueprint Program and SCAG’s Active 
Transportation Program. The result is SCAG’s Sustainability Program that consists of small 
grants. There is currently one million dollars available in the program. Over time, SCAG is 
looking to expand the program to make additional grant funding available. 
 
In general, SCAG is looking to encourage innovative projects and proposals from the region’s 
cities. The proposed 2013 Project Ranking Criteria includes general criteria for all the proposals 
and specific criteria for the three (3) components of the program which are: Compass Blueprint, 
Green Region Initiative, and Active Transportation. 
 
Funding for the selected proposals is in the Fiscal Year 2013/14 Overall Work Program, which 
includes five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) from a Strategic Growth Council grant awarded 
to SCAG. 
 
A MOTION was made (Bertone) to recommend Regional Council approval of Call for Proposals 
ranking criteria. The motion was SECONDED (Forester) and UNAMIOUSLY APPROVED. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT - No oral report was given. 
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CHAIR’S REPORT  
 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker announced that today was the last meeting that Hon. Keith Hanks would 
be attending and thanked him for his many years of valuable contribution to the EEC.  SCAG 
Executive Director Hasan Ikhrata also commended and thanked Mr. Hanks for his excellent service 
to SCAG and the region.  
 
STAFF REPORT – No report 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 

• Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker -  sewer rehabilitation vs. sewer reconstruction  
• Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker - Interplay between the Orange County and Los Angeles County 

HOT Lane transponders 
• Hon. Denis Bertone - Los Angeles County Public Works Clean Beach Program 
• Hon. Larry Forester - Air Quality Management District’s proposed Rule 1148.2 regarding 

fracking 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker adjourned the meeting at 10:30 a.m.  
 
The next meeting of the Energy & Environment Committee will be held on Thursday, April 4, 2013 
at the SCAG Los Angeles Office. 

Action Minutes Approved by: 
          
 

________________________ 
         Jonathan Nadler, Manager 

Compliance & Performance 
Monitoring 
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