
 

 

Energy and Environment Committee 
of the 

Southern California Association of Governments 
June 7, 2012 

 
Minutes 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE.  A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE 
ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S OFFICE. 
 
The Energy and Environment Committee held its meeting at the SCAG Los Angeles Office.  The 
meeting was called to order by the Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, Chair.  There was a quorum.  
 
Members Present 
Hon. Lisa Bartlett, Dana Point  TCA 
Hon. Denis Bertone, San Dimas  SGVCOG 
Hon. Margaret Clark, Rosemead District 32 
Hon. Larry Forester, Signal Hill GCCOG 
Hon. David Gafin, Downey District 25 
Hon. Ed Graham, Chino Hills District 10 
Hon. Keith Hanks, Azusa District 33 
Hon. Mario Hernandez, San Fernando District 67 
Hon. James Johnson, Long Beach District 30 
Hon. Phil Luebben, Cypress   OCCOG 
Hon. Rafi Manoukian, Glendale SFVCOG 
Hon. Thomas Martin, Maywood  GCCOG    
Hon. Jeffery Prang, West Hollywood WSCCOG 
Hon. Sam Pedroza, Claremont SGVCOG 
Hon. Lupe Ramos Watson, Indio District 66 
Hon. Jack Terrazas Imperial County 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, El Centro  District 1 
Hon. Edward Wilson, Signal Hill  Gateway Cities 
Hon. Dennis Zine, City of Los Angeles District 50 
    
Members Not Present 
Hon. Brian Brennan, San Buenaventura VCOG 
Hon. Mark Calac    Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians 
Hon. Jeff Duclos, Hermosa Beach   SBCCOG 
Hon. Jordan Ehrenkranz, Canyon Lake WRCOG 
Hon. Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates District 40 
Hon. Ed Scott, Rialto SANBAG 
Hon. Sam Toles, Cathedral City CVAG 
Hon. Mark Waldman, La Palma OCCOG 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 
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CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:07 a.m. 
   
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – None 
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
Approval Items 
 
1. Minutes of the May 3, 2012 Meeting 
 

A motion was made (Forester) to approve the Consent Calendar. Motion was seconded (Johnson) 
and unanimously approved. 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

 
2.  Draft 2012 South Coast PM 2.5 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) Appendix IV-C: Regional 

Transportation Strategy and Control Measures 
 

Rongsheng Luo, SCAG Staff, stated that pursuant to the Federal Clean Air Act, the 2012 AQMP is 
a state implementation plan to demonstrate attainment with the 2006 PM 2.5 National Ambient       
Air Quality standard. The South Coast Air Basin was designated as a non-attainment area for the 
2006 PM 2.5 standard in December 2009. As required by the Federal Clean Air Act, the 2012 
AQMP is required to be submitted to the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by 
December 2012. The 2012 AQMP is being jointly developed by three agencies: the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District (AQMD); California Air Resources Board (ARB); and SCAG. 
SCAG’s role is to provide technical data, such as the socio-economic growth forecast and the 
regional travel demand output model to the air districts and ARB; and to write a section of the 
2012 AQMP on the region’s transportation strategy and control measures as they relate to air 
quality, commonly known as the  
Appendix IV-C. 
 
The 2012 AQMP will establish new motor vehicle PM 2.5 emission budgets for the South Coast Air 
Basin. After the effective dates, the new emission budgets will set a new upper limit which future 
and road transportation activities are permitted to emit. The new emission budgets will be required 
for conformity analysis for future Regional Transportation Plans (RTP) and Federal Transportation 
Implementation Plans (FTIP) and amendments.  
 
In summarizing the regional transportation strategy and control measures, the Draft Appendix IV-
C Executive Summary includes three (3) sections. Section I includes a brief description of Federal 
and State requirements for connecting transportation planning and air quality planning. This 
section also contains an overview of the long range RTP and the short range FTIP, which 
implements the RTP. Section II is a summary of the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS. The 2012 RTP contains 
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two (2) key elements. The first key element is the Comprehensive Transportation Improvement in 
each component of the multi-model regional transportation system, includes Active 
Transportation, Transportation Demand Management (TDM) and Transit. The other key element 
is the new Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) which strives to integrate transportation and 
land use. The SCS focuses the majority of new housing and job growth in high-quality transit 
areas and other opportunity areas resulting in an improved jobs-housing balance and more 
opportunity for transit-oriented development. 
 
Section III is the EPA’s Reasonably Available Control Measure (RACM) analysis guidance.  
RACM considers transportation control measures that are in the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS, measures 
identified by EPA, and relevant measure adopted in ten other non-attainment areas in seven states. 
Because South Coast Air Basin had the worst air quality in this country, SCAG has implemented 
the most aggressive transportation control measures. As a result, the transportation control 
measures analyzed in this Section are virtually the same as those in the last AQMP, the 2007 
AQMP which EPA has just approved. 
 
In conclusion, it is determined that the transportation control measures being implemented in the 
South Coast Air Basin are inclusive of all RACM. None of the candidate measures reviewed meets 
the criteria for RACM implementation. 
 
Hon. Dennis Zine, City of Los Angeles, asked if SCAG was involved with the 110 Freeway 
project where carpool lanes will now be implementing a toll? Mr. Luo responded that the project 
was included in the RTP and FTP as a demonstration project. The demonstration lasts one (1) year. 
 
Hon. Sam Pedroza, Claremont, asked where the collected toll funds are to be allocated.  Mr. Luo 
responded that he would ask SCAG’s RTP staff for clarification. Chair Walker requested that Mr. 
Luo forward the response to the members of the EEC via an e-mail. 
 
Hon. Phil Luebben, Cypress, observed that there are many potential control measures listed in the 
document that may appear draconian and may have an effect of over-taxing businesses and 
residents.  Mr. Luebben stated that he hopes many of these measures will be rejected.  Chair 
Walker supported Mr. Luebben’s comments. 

 
Hon. Larry Forester, Signal Hill, asked that staff and the committee evaluate unintended 
consequences. Mr. Forester cited that the Port of Los Angeles has begun accepting deliveries 
through the night, which has caused a completely different traffic pattern. Signal Hill’s residents 
complained of truck noise and vibration at 3:00 a.m. in the morning. The city has yet to decide 
how to handle the situation. 

 
A motion was made (Forester) to  approve transmittal of the Draft Appendix IV-C to the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) for inclusion in the Draft 2012 PM 2.5 AQMP 
for public review. Motion was seconded (Prang) with one (1) Opposed (Luebben), and one (1) 
Abstained (Clark). Motion passed by a majority vote. 
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INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
3.  Oil Supply 
  

Professor Iraj Ershaghi, USC, gave a summary of the rewards and risks of the production and 
redevelopment of abandoned and mature oilfields in Southern California. Professor Ershaghi’s 
discussion included:  
 

 Projection of import needs, strategic subsurface reserves, resource size, and investment and 
employment opportunities 

 Safe production of resources 
 Technological breakthroughs 

 
Professor Ershaghi said the world is starting a new century called the “Natural Gas Century.” This 
means gradually switching from gasoline and liquid fuel to natural gas which could satisfy not 
only power, but transportation as well. The process has to do with supply, availability of fuel and  
employment opportunities. 
 
Professor Ershaghi presented research concluding that substantial oil supplies in California can 
now be safely and economically extracted. This will help ease supply pressures over the next 100 
years. 

 
Wally Baker, President, Jobs First Alliance, briefed the committee on the Green Energy Bridge 
strategy which complements Professor Ershaghi’s research.  The strategy is to have goals to 
change California’s dependency on oil and move to alternative energy by 2035.  

 
4.  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Litigation Update 

 
Justine Block, SCAG Deputy Legal Counsel, provided an update on two (2) cases filed against the 
Environment Protection Agency (EPA) in the SCAG region regarding federal Clean Air Act 
issues.  The first case, Imperial County Air Pollution Control District et al v. EPA, a third 
mediation conference was held on June 4, 2012. Settlement negotiations are on-going. In the 
second case, Communities for a Better Environment et al. v. EPA, SCAG filed a motion to 
intervene with the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) on behalf of EPA, and 
the court granted the motion. A briefing schedule has been ordered by the Court, and our 
Interveners brief is due September 4, 2012. 

 
5.  Energy and Environment Committee Roles and Priorities 

 
Jacob Lieb, SCAG Staff, stated that staff has been looking very closely at committee roles and 
priorities of the EEC to see that members are able to spend their time effectively. The EEC has 
historically taken an active role in matters of interest that relate to energy and the environment. 
The Bylaws established roles for the committee including energy, open space, solid waste, water, 
and others. 
 
Another role of the EEC is to provide oversight and direction on the work staff produces as part of 
SCAG’s Overall Work Program. A number of topics this coming fiscal year that the EEC will 
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want to be involved in, include the development of a new comprehensive sustainability program 
which is going to provide resources, tools and direction for our member local agencies who are 
pursuing their own local sustainability plans. This could include more work focused on several 
topics including public health, climate adaptation, and open space. There is also interest in active 
transportation. Energy and alternative fuel is another area of focus for the coming months.  
 
Chair Walker informed the EEC that at the Executive Administration Committee meeting today, 
President Glen Becerra stated he would be forming subcommittees to implement components of 
the 2012-2035 Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS). 
The subcommittees will include Finance, High Speed Rail, Active Transportation, Goods 
Movement, and Public Health. The EEC would actively engage in the Public Health and or the 
Active Transportation Subcommittees.  Chair Walker stated there was an interest expressed that 
SCAG take an active role with regard to alternative fuel vehicles, electric vehicles, and charging 
stations. 
 

6.  Green Region Initiative (GRI) 
 
Grieg Asher, SCAG Staff, stated that the GRI is part of SCAG’s overall sustainability efforts. The 
initiative includes a call for projects grant program that would assist member jurisdictions with 
sustainability efforts and planning. Staff has designed the initiative so that it is part of the series of 
follow up activities to help implement the strategies that are listed in the RTP and SCS. The funds 
for the initiative are coming from the Consolidated Planning Grant (CPG), the Transit 
Development Act (TDA) and the Strategic Growth Council (SGC). The majority of the funding 
will come from the State. The total funding package of the overall sustainability efforts is 
approximately $3 million. Staff is in the process of designing how the program will eventually 
break down into different subcomponents. 

 

CHAIR’S REPORT  
 
There will be discussion with regard to quorums for the July 5, 2012 policy committee meeting at 
today’s Regional Council meeting. The Chair and Vice-Chair will not be in attendance at the 
September 6, 2012 EEC meeting. A member of the EEC in attendance will be asked to Chair the 
meeting.  
 
STAFF REPORT  
 
Staff has received all the necessary approvals on the RTP/SCS. This includes the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on review of the plan and the 
conformity finding; and the Air Resources Board (ARB) approved the SCS having met the 
Greenhouse Gas target. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 

 Zero Emissions incentives for industry and environment 
 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) reform  
 Water availability 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
An Electric Vehicle workshop with be held on June 19, 2012 at the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (AQMD) in Diamond Bar. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker adjourned the meeting at 12:02 p.m.  
 
The next meeting of the Energy & Environment Committee will be held on Thursday, July 5, 2012 at 
the SCAG Los Angeles Office. 
 

Action Minutes Approved by: 
       
 

________________________ 
         Jacob Lieb, Manager 

        Environmental and Assessment 
        Services 
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