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NO. 558 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

REGIONAL COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2014 
 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE REGIONAL 
COUNCIL.  A VIDEO RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE ON THE 
SCAG WEBSITE AT: www.scag.ca.gov/scagtv/index.htm 
 
 
The Regional Council (RC) of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) held its 
meeting at the SCAG Los Angeles Office.  There was a quorum. 
 

Members Present       
 

Hon. Greg Pettis, President Cathedral City District 2 
Hon. Carl Morehouse, 1st Vice President San Buenaventura District 47 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, 2nd Vice President El Centro District 1 
Hon. Glen Becerra, Immediate Past President Simi Valley District 46 
Hon. Jack Terrazas  Imperial County 
Hon. Gary Ovitt  San Bernardino County 
Hon. Jeff Stone  Riverside County 
Hon. Keith Millhouse Moorpark VCTC 
Hon. Alan Wapner Ontario SANBAG 
Hon. Jim Hyatt Calimesa District 3 
Hon. Jeff DeGrandpre Eastvale District 4 
Hon. Deborah Robertson Rialto District 8 
Hon. Ed Graham Chino Hills District 10 
Hon. Mike Munzing Aliso Viejo District 12 
Hon. Steven Choi Irvine District 14 
Hon. Leslie Daigle Newport Beach District 15 
Hon. Michele Martinez Santa Ana District 16 
Hon. John Nielsen Tustin District 17 
Hon. Leroy Mills Cypress District 18 
Hon. Kris Murray Anaheim District 19 
Hon. Art Brown Buena Park District 21 
Hon. Brett Murdock Brea District 22 
Hon. Bruce Barrows Cerritos District 23 
Hon. Ali Saleh Bell District 27 
Hon. Dan Medina Gardena District 28 
Hon. Steven Neal Long Beach District 29 
Hon. James Johnson Long Beach District 30 
Hon. Roy Francis La Habra Heights District 31 
Hon. Margaret Clark Rosemead District 32 
Hon. Barbara Messina Alhambra District 34 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 
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Members Present – continued 
Hon. Margaret E. Finlay Duarte District 35 
Hon. Donald Voss La Cañada/Flintridge District 36 
Hon. Carol Herrera Diamond Bar District 37 
Hon. Paula Lantz Pomona District 38 
Hon. James Gazeley Lomita District 39 
Hon. Judy Mitchell Rolling Hills Estates District 40 
Hon. Jess Talamantes Burbank District 42 
Hon. Steven Hofbauer Palmdale District 43 
Hon. Carmen Ramirez Oxnard District 45 
Hon. Karen Spiegel Corona District 63 
Hon. Matthew Harper Huntington Beach OCTA 
Hon. Jim Katapodis Huntington Beach District 64 
Hon. Ryan McEachron Victorville District 65 
Hon. Lupe Ramos Watson Indio District 66 
Hon. Rusty Bailey Riverside District 68 
Hon. Julio Rodriguez Perris District 69 
Hon. Lisa Bartlett       Dana Point    TCA 
   
Members Not Present 
Hon. Linda Parks  Ventura County 
Hon. Shawn Nelson  Orange County 
Hon. Michael D. Antonovich  Los Angeles County 
Hon. Mark Ridley-Thomas  Los Angeles County 
Hon. Adam Rush Eastvale RCTC 
Hon. Ronald Roberts Temecula District 5 
Hon. Jon Harrison Redlands District 6 
Hon. Larry McCallon Highland District 7 
Hon. Paul Eaton Montclair District 9 
Hon. Bill Jahn Big Bear Lake District 11 
Hon. Kathryn McCullough Lake Forest District 13 
Hon. Tri Ta Westminster District 20 
Hon. Gene Daniels Paramount District 24 
Hon. Mario Guerra Downey District 25 
Hon. Gene Murabito Glendora District 33 
Hon. Pam O’Connor Santa Monica District 41 
Hon. Mark Rutherford Westlake Village District 44 
Hon. Gilbert Cedillo Los Angeles District 48 
Hon. Paul Krekorian Los Angeles District 49 
Hon. Bob Blumenfield Los Angeles District 50 
Hon. Tom LaBonge Los Angeles District 51 
Hon. Paul Koretz Los Angeles District 52 
Hon. Nury Martinez Los Angeles District 53 
Hon. Felipe Fuentes Los Angeles District 54 
Hon. Bernard C. Parks Los Angeles District 55 
Hon. Curren D. Price, Jr. Los Angeles District 56 
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Members Not Present - continued 

Hon. Herb Wesson, Jr. Los Angeles District 57 
Hon. Mike Bonin Los Angeles District 58 
Hon. Mitchell Englander Los Angeles District 59 
Hon. Mitch O’Farrell Los Angeles District 60 
Hon. José Huizar Los Angeles District 61 
Hon. Joe Buscaino Los Angeles District 62 
Hon. Marsha McLean Santa Clarita District 67 
Hon. Andrew Masiel, Sr. Pechanga Band of Luiseño Tribal Government Rep. 
Hon. Eric Garcetti Los Angeles (At-Large) 
 

Staff Present 
Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director 
Sharon Neely, Chief Deputy Executive Director 
Joe Silvey, General Counsel 
Joann Africa, Chief Counsel 
Debbie Dillon, Director of Administration 
Basil Panas, Chief Financial Officer 
Rich Macias, Director of Transportation Planning 
Huasha Liu, Director of Land Use & Environmental Planning 
Darin Chidsey, Director of Strategy, Policy and Public Affairs 
Lillian Harris-Neal, Clerk of the Board 
Tess Rey-Chaput, Office of Regional Council Support 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
President Greg Pettis called the meeting to order at approximately 12:16 p.m.  Supervisor Jeff Stone, 
Riverside County, led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
President Pettis opened the Public Comment Period. 
 
Tyson Eckerle, Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Project Manager, Governor's Office of Business and 
Economic Development (GO-Biz), was recently appointed by the Governor to streamline the permitting 
process for hydrogen and plug-in stations so that these critical stations can be deployed as quickly as possible.  
He invited the Regional Councilmembers to a Hydrogen Refueling Workshop scheduled for April 14, 2014 in 
Torrance, CA.  
 
Pauline Chow, Esq., Southern California Regional Policy Manager, Safe Routes to School National 
Partnership (SRTSNP), applauded the Regional Councilmembers’ leadership and SCAG’s efforts for 
integrating comments in the Public Participation Plan and a continued commitment to Active Transportation. 
 
Hon. Frank Zerunyan, Rolling Hills Estates, SBCCOG, expressed concerns regarding Assembly House 
Resolution 29 (Gomez) that aims at restricting local ability to contract out for services. He stated that H.R. 29 
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does not have the force of law and encouraged the Regional Councilmembers to take an oppose position on 
this measure. 
 
President Pettis closed the Public Comment Period. 
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
There was no reprioritization of the Agenda. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Washington Update – Karen Hedlund, Deputy Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
 
Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, welcomed and introduced Karen Hedlund, Deputy Administrator, Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA). 
 
Ms. Hedlund provided an update regarding: 1) a four-year, $302 billion plan for a surface transportation 
reauthorization proposal to provide dedicated funding for rail projects; and 2) the Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) and new FRA funding which includes planning grants.  She 
encouraged the Regional Councilmembers to submit applications for their jurisdictions and announced the 
deadline is on April 28, 2014. Ms. Hedlund reported regarding the corporate tax reform; Highway Trust Fund; 
and submission of a MAP-21 (Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act) legislative proposal.  In 
closing, Ms. Hedlund praised the progress made on the California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) Draft 
2014 Business Plan and applauded the Regional Councilmembers to continue with their great work.  
 
On behalf of the Regional Council, President Pettis thanked Karen Hedlund and presented her with a token of 
appreciation. 
 
Annual SCAG Legislative Reception in Sacramento 
 
Mr. Ikhrata reported that he, along with the SCAG Board Officers; Past Presidents Glen Becerra and Pam 
O’Connor; and Regional Councilmembers Margaret Clark and Steve Neal, joined regional business leaders 
from the Southern California Leadership Council for an Annual Legislative Reception in Sacramento on 
March 19, 2014.  There were key legislative leaders who attended including Assembly Speaker John Pérez 
and California State Transportation Agency Secretary Brian Kelly. 
 
Also on March 19, Past President Pam O’Connor testified before the Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 3, 
Chaired by Hon. Richard Bloom (D–Santa Monica), on the Governor’s Proposed Cap-and-Trade Expenditure 
Plan, in support for the proposed expenditures for Freight Technology, Commuter Rail and High-Speed Rail. 
 
SCAG Electronic Voting Update 
 
Mr. Ikhrata stated that as previously reported, beginning January 1, 2014, SCAG will record each member’s 
vote on each item per the new requirements imposed by SB 751 (Yee).  Mr. Ikhrata reported that SCAG 
completed a bid process and finalized selection of an e-voting system. He stated that the e-voting system 
equipment was tested at the Executive/Administration Committee (EAC) meeting held this morning and that 
EAC will provide evaluation and feedback to determine whether to move forward with the purchase of the 
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equipment. Mr. Ikhrata also noted that it is anticipated that use of he e-voting system will begin at the EAC, 
Regional Council and Policy Committees’ meetings held on June 5, 2014.  
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
President Pettis invited the members to the 2014 California Passenger Rail Summit, April 2 – 3, 2014, at the 
Los Angeles Union Station, to meet with leaders in the industry for discussions on the modernization and 
integration of passenger rail service in California. There will be discussions on funding, development, and 
strategic approaches to ensure the continued success of the nation’s premier passenger rail network. 
 
President Pettis reported that he, along with Greg McWilliams, Chair, Global Land Use and Economic 
(GLUE) Council, attended the Innovating to End Urban Poverty Conference, at USC Price School of Public 
Policy on March 27 – 28, 2014. He stated that the conference explored the context for poverty, policy history, 
and innovative solutions bridging families to opportunity. 
 
President Pettis reported that he, along with several SCAG staff, toured the Port of Long Beach on April 2, 
2014, to observe the goods movement. 
 
President Pettis congratulated and announced the following: 
 
Appointment to the Regional Council 
Hon. Ali Saleh, Bell, District 27 
 
Reappointments to the Regional Council 
Hon. Steven Choi, Irvine, District 14  
Hon. Leroy Mills, Cypress, District 18  
Hon. Tri Ta, Westminster, District 20  
Hon. Brett Murdock, Brea, District 22  
Hon. Mike Munzing, Aliso Viejo, District 12 
Hon. Michele Martinez, Santa Ana, District 16 
Hon. Gene Daniels, Paramount, District 24 
Hon. James Johnson, Long Beach District 30 
Hon. Glen Becerra, Simi Valley, District 46 
 
Appointments to CEHD Committee 
Hon. Jim Katapodis, City of Huntington Beach, District 64 
Hon. Lynne Dvorak, City of Laguna Woods, OCCOG 
 
President Pettis reminded the Regional Councilmembers to submit their California Fair Political Practices 
Commission (FPPC) Form 700 Statement of Economic Interests due April 1, 2014. 
 
President Pettis announced that an All Staff Breakfast Meeting is scheduled for April 9, 2014, and invited 
interested members to attend.  
 
President Pettis also invited members to attend the SCAG and Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building & 
Construction Trades Council AFL-CIO, Los Angeles County Jobs & Labor Summit. It will be held at the 
Sheraton Los Angeles Downtown Hotel, on April 21, 2014 from 10:30 AM – 1:30 PM. 
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President Pettis reminded the Regional Councilmembers to register for the Regional Conference and General 
Assembly, at the Renaissance Esmeralda Hotel, Indian Wells, CA, on May 1 – 2, 2014.  He invited the 
members to the President’s Reception, on April 30, 2014 at 6PM. 
 
Business Update 
 
Randall Lewis, Lewis Group of Companies, provided an update regarding the business climate specifically 
the housing market, retail sector, jobs and employment.  Mr. Lewis commented regarding the “Economic 
Development Options for Local Jurisdictions in the Post-Redevelopment Agencies (RDA) Era,” presented by 
Larry Kosmont, President/CEO, Kosmont Companies, at the CEHD Committee meeting.  Lastly, Mr. Lewis 
provided an update on SCAG’s collaboration with the GLUE Council and the Southern California Leadership 
Council (SCLC). 
 
General Assembly (GA) Host Committee Update 
 
As Chair of the GA Host Committee, 2nd Vice President Cheryl Viegas-Walker, reported regarding the GA’s 
financial sponsorship goal target, sponsorship opportunities, draft Program agenda, and an optional Salton Sea 
Tour on April 30, 2014. 
 
California Air Resources Board (ARB) Update 
 
As an ARB Board Member, representing the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), 
Councilmember Judy Mitchell, Rolling Hills Estates, District 40, reported on recent ARB announcements: 1) 
California Climate Credit made to households and small businesses in April and October bills each year; and 
2) the Clean Vehicle Rebate Project (CVRP), designed to promote the purchase of battery electric, plug-in 
hybrid electric, and fuel cell vehicles, with rebates of up to $2,500.  Lastly, Councilmember Mitchell reported 
regarding the development of the draft Sustainable Freight Strategy. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS/ACTION ITEMS 
 
Executive/Administration Committee (EAC) Report 
 
1. 2014 Proposed Final Public Participation Plan 
 
President Pettis introduced the item. 
 
A MOTION was made (Barrows) to adopt SCAG’s 2014 Proposed Final Public Participation Plan.  Motion 
was SECONDED (Morehouse) and passed by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  Wapner, Ovitt, Robertson, Lantz, Harper, Gazeley, Herrera, Murdock, Ramirez, Millhouse, 

Voss, Katapodis, Stone, DeGrandpre, Hyatt, Clark, Messina, Spiegel, Johnson, Mitchell, 
Talamantes, Munzing, Rodriguez, Ramos Watson, Terrazas, Medina, Neal, McEachron, M. 
Martinez, Bartlett, Murray, Hofbauer, Nielsen, Choi, Saleh, Brown, Francis, Daigle, Finlay, 
Mills, Barrows, Graham, Bailey, Becerra, Viegas-Walker, Morehouse and Pettis. 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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2. Proposed Changes to the Executive Director’s Employment Agreement 
 

President Pettis introduced the item.  Joseph Silvey, General Counsel, provided background information and 
summarized the three (3) recommended actions. 
 
A MOTION was made (Mills) to: 1) ratify Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Work Plan for Executive Director as 
approved by the EAC; 2) direct Legal Counsel to prepare an amendment to the Executive Director's 
Employment Agreement as recommended by the EAC; and 3) authorize the President to execute, on behalf of 
SCAG, an amendment to the Executive Director's Employment Agreement incorporating the new information 
and the single change recommended by the EAC.  Motion was SECONDED (Becerra) and passed by the 
following votes: 
 
AYES:  Wapner, Ovitt, Robertson, Lantz, Harper, Gazeley, Herrera, Murdock, Ramirez, Millhouse, 

Voss, Katapodis, Stone, DeGrandpre, Clark, Messina, Spiegel, Mitchell, Talamantes, 
Munzing, Rodriguez, Ramos Watson, Terrazas, Medina, Neal, McEachron, M. Martinez, 
Bartlett, Murray, Hofbauer, Nielsen, Choi, Saleh, Brown, Francis, Daigle, Finlay, Mills, 
Barrows, Graham, Bailey, Becerra, Viegas-Walker, Morehouse and Pettis. 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
3. Amendment No. 4 of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2013-14 Overall Work Program (OWP) 
 
President Pettis introduced the item. 
 
A MOTION was made (Mills) to Adopt Resolution No. 14-558-1 approving Amendment 4 to the FY 2013-14 
OWP and authorizing the Executive Director to submit the necessary administrative documentation to the 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). Motion was SECONDED (McEachron) and passed by the 
following votes: 
 
AYES:  Wapner, Ovitt, Robertson, Lantz, Harper, Gazeley, Herrera, Murdock, Ramirez, Millhouse, 

Voss, Katapodis, Stone, DeGrandpre, Clark, Messina, Spiegel, Mitchell, Talamantes, 
Munzing, Rodriguez, Ramos Watson, Terrazas, Medina, Neal, McEachron, M. Martinez, 
Bartlett, Murray, Hofbauer, Nielsen, Choi, Saleh, Brown, Francis, Daigle, Mills, Barrows, 
Graham, Bailey, Becerra, Viegas-Walker, Morehouse and Pettis. 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Transportation Committee (TC) Report 
 
TC Chair and Vice Chair Election Results 
 
As Chair of the TC, Councilmember Keith Millhouse, VCTC, reported that the TC elected Councilmember 
Alan Wapner, Ontario, SANBAG, and Barbara Councilmember Messina, Alhambra, District 34, respectively, 
to serve as its new Chair and Vice Chair for the 2014-15 year, and will start their positions at the June 5, 201 
TC meeting. 
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4. Approval of Regional Project Selection Process for the 2014 California Active Transportation Program 
 

A MOTION was made (Mills) to approve the 2014 Active Transportation Program: Regional Project 
Selection Process, which outlines the roles, responsibilities and process for selecting projects to receive 
funding from the region's dedicated share of the 2014 California Active Transportation Program (ATP).  
Motion was SECONDED (McCullough) and passed by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  Wapner, Ovitt, Robertson, Lantz, Harper, Gazeley, Herrera, Murdock, Ramirez, Millhouse, 

Voss, Katapodis, Stone, DeGrandpre, Clark, Messina, Spiegel, Mitchell, Talamantes, 
Munzing, Rodriguez, Ramos Watson, Terrazas, Medina, Neal, McEachron, M. Martinez, 
Bartlett, Murray, Hofbauer, Nielsen, Choi, Saleh, Brown, Francis, Daigle, Mills, Barrows, 
Graham, Bailey, Becerra, Viegas-Walker, Morehouse and Pettis. 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Community, Economic, and Human Development (CEHD) Committee Report 
 
CEHD Chair and Vice Chair Election Results 
 
First Vice President Carl Morehouse, San Buenaventura, District 47, reported that the CEHD elected 
Councilmember Margaret Finlay, Duarte, District 35, and Councilmember Bill Jahn, Big Bear Lake, District 
11, respectively, to serve as its Chair and Vice Chair for the 2014-15 year, and will start their positions at the 
June 5, 2014 CEHD meeting. 
 
Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) Committee Report 
 
EEC Chair and Vice Chair Election Results 
 
Councilmember James Johnson, Long Beach, District 30, reported that the EEC elected Councilmember 
Deborah Robertson, Rialto, District 8, and Councilmember Lisa Bartlett, TCA, respectively, to serve as its 
Chair and Vice Chair for the 2014-15 year, and will start their positions at the June 5, 2014 EEC meeting. 
 
Legislative/Communications and Membership Committee (LCMC) Report 
 
LCMC Vice Chair Kris Murray, Anaheim, District 19, reported that the LCMC recommended support for the 
following: AB 1721 (Linder); AB 1839 (Bocanegra/Gatto); SB 1122 (Pavley); and SB 1298 (Hernandez).  
She also noted that the April 2014 State and Federal Legislative Update (Agenda Item No. 24) has been 
distributed to the Regional Councilmembers. 
 
Audit Committee Report 
 
As Chair of the Audit Committee, 2nd Vice President Cheryl Viegas-Walker, El Centro, District 1, reported 
that at the March 11, 2014 meeting, the committee recommended Vasquez and Co., LLP, be retained for a 
one-year contract as SCAG’s external auditor.  She also reported that the committee had discussions regarding 
financial reporting practices and options for increased financial and budget transparency. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
For a separate discussion, the following were pulled from the Consent Calendar Agenda Item No. 7 (Wapner); 
Agenda Item Nos. 14 and 16 (Clark). 
 
A MOTION was made (Morehouse) to approve the Consent Calendar, Agenda Item Nos. 5 and 6; Agenda 
Item Nos. 8 through 13. Motion was SECONDED (Millhouse) and passed by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  Wapner, Robertson, Lantz, Harper, Gazeley, Herrera, Murdock, Ramirez, Millhouse, Voss, 

Katapodis, Stone, DeGrandpre, Hyatt, Clark, Messina, Spiegel, Mitchell, Talamantes, 
Munzing, Rodriguez, Ramos Watson, Terrazas, Medina, Neal, McEachron, M. Martinez, 
Bartlett, Murray, Hofbauer, Nielsen, Choi, Saleh, Brown, Francis, Daigle, Mills, Barrows, 
Graham, Bailey, Becerra, Viegas-Walker, Morehouse and Pettis. 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: Ovitt [with respect to Agenda Item No. 6 only due to a potential conflict of interest] 
 
5. Minutes of the March 6, 2014 Meeting 

 
6. Contracts $200,000 or Greater: Contract No. 14-021-C1, Information Technology Technical Project 

Resources 
 

8. Contracts $200,000 or Greater: Contract No. 14-015-C1, Industrial Warehousing in the SCAG Region 
 

9. Contracts $200,000 or Greater: Contract No. 14-016-C1, Integrated Regional Rail/Land use Vision and 
Implementation Strategy for the Metrolink San Bernardino Line 

 
10. Contracts $200,000 or Greater: Contract No. 14-017-C1, Riverside Reconnects, Streetcar Transit Corridor 

Feasibility Study 
 

11. Contracts $200,000 or Greater: Contract No. 14-014-C1, Goods Movement Border Crossing Study 
 

12. Contracts $200,000 or Greater: Contract No. 12-030-C1, Geographic Information System (GIS) Database 
 

13. Contracts $200,000 or Greater: Contract No. 13-039-C1, Activity-Based Model 
 
15. AB 1839 (Bocanegra/Gatto) - California Film and Television Job Retention and Promotion Act – 

SUPPORT 
 
17. SB 1122 (Pavley) - Strategic Growth Council Improvements – SUPPORT 

 
18. SCAG Participation at the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) 2014 Rail Conference in 

Quebec, Canada 
 

19. International Conference Invitation at the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China 
 

20. California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) Draft 2014 Business Plan        
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Pulled Agenda Items: 
 
14. AB 1721 (Linder) Vehicles: High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes – SUPPORT 
 
16. SB 1298 (Hernandez): High-Occupancy Toll Lanes – SUPPORT 
 
Councilmember Margaret Clark, Rosemead, District 32, stated that these two (2) items were discussed at 
the recent LCMC meeting.  Although both items were passed by the LCMC, she indicated that the LCMC 
vote was not unanimous, and she requested that the future RC staff reports describing the action of the 
LCMC reflect the actual votes to eliminate any perception or misunderstanding of an automatic or 
unanimous approval was made by the LCMC.  The LCMC vote on SB 1298 was not unanimous and it was 
LCMC member Margaret Clark’s position that people who bought low-emission vehicles were promised 
they could use the HOT lanes without paying and SB 1298 could be reversing that.” 
 
A MOTION was made (Viegas-Walker) to approve a “support” position for AB 1721 (Linder) Vehicles: 
High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes; and SB 1298 (Hernandez): High-Occupancy Toll Lanes.  Motion was 
SECONDED (Spiegel) and approved by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  Wapner, Ovitt, Robertson, Harper, Gazeley, Herrera, Murdock, Ramirez, Millhouse, Voss, 

Katapodis, Stone, DeGrandpre, Hyatt, Messina, Spiegel, Mitchell, Talamantes, Ramos 
Watson, Terrazas, Medina, Neal, McEachron, M. Martinez, Bartlett, Murray, Hofbauer, 
Nielsen, Choi, Saleh, Brown, Daigle, Mills, Bailey, Becerra, Viegas-Walker, Morehouse and 
Pettis. 

NOES: Clark, Lantz, Munzing, Rodriguez, Barrows and Francis  
ABSTAIN: None 
 
7. Contracts $200,000 or Greater: Contract No. 14-013-C1, Regional Aviation Demand Forecast and Airport 

Ground Access Analysis and Aviation Economic Impact Analysis 
 
Councilmember Alan Wapner, Ontario, SANBAG, expressed concerns regarding perception issues and 
cautioned the members to be mindful in concurring with the staff recommendation to approve the proposed 
contract between SCAG and AECOM Technical Services, Inc. (AECOM), given that AECOM is also on 
contract for the LAX Program Management and Master Planning project for the Los Angeles World Airports 
(LAWA) project.   
 
Councilmember Keith Millhouse, VCTC, commented that by a majority vote––with two members in 
opposition––the Executive/Administration Committee (EAC) reviewed and approved the staff 
recommendation to enter into contract with AECOM with the condition that that the  AECOM team working 
on the SCAG project be “walled-off” from the AECOM team working on the above-referenced LAWA 
project.    
 
Discussion ensued and comments were made regarding numerous aviation projects handled by AECOM; 
perceived conflict-of-interest; a suggestion to contract with another firm with similar technical qualifications; 
legal team review; clarification that the AECOM team of individuals working on the LAWA project will not 
work on the SCAG project; timeline issues; level of integrity and transparency in the SCAG selection process; 
potential scrutiny; scope of work; and SCAG’s continued use and selection of the best consultants for the 
2016-2040 RTP/SCS (Robertson, Ovitt, Daigle, Ramirez, DeGrandpre, Viegas-Walker, Lantz, Messina, 
Martinez, Rodriguez and Pettis).  
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A MOTION was made (Millhouse) to approve the contract with AECOM to develop the Aviation Element of 
the 2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) for a two-
year period with a condition that the AECOM team working on the SCAG project be “walled-off” from the 
AECOM team working on the LAX Program Management and Master Planning project with LAWA.  Motion 
was SECONDED (Viegas-Walker) and passed by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  Robertson, Lantz, Harper, Gazeley, Murdock, Ramirez, Millhouse, Voss, Katapodis, Hyatt, 

Messina, Mitchell, Talamantes, Rodriguez, Ramos Watson, Terrazas, Medina, M. Martinez, 
Bartlett, Murray, Hofbauer, Choi, Saleh, Brown, Mills, Barrows,  Bailey, Viegas-Walker, 
Morehouse and Pettis. 

NOES: Francis, Daigle, Nielsen, McEachron, Spiegel, Clark, Hyatt, DeGrandpre, Stone, Wapner, 
Ovitt, Lantz and Herrera 

ABSTAIN: None 
 
Receive and File 
 
Agenda Item Nos. 21 – 25 were received and filed. 
 
21. SCAG Sustainability Planning Grants Program - Monthly Update   
 
22. 2014 Regional Council and Policy Committees Meeting Schedule 
 
23. Purchase Orders $5,000 but less than $200,000; Contracts $25,000 but less than $200,000; and 

Amendments $5,000 but less than $75,000 
 
24. April 2014 State and Federal Legislative Update 
 
25. CFO Monthly Report 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
There being no further business, the Regional Council meeting adjourned at approximately 2:33 p.m.  
 
The next meeting of the Regional Council is scheduled for Thursday, May 1, 2014 at the Renaissance 
Esmeralda Indian Wells Resort & Spa, 44-400 Indian Wells Lane, Indian Wells, CA 92210. 
 
                
          Lillian Harris-Neal, Clerk of the Board 
 


