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NO. 575 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

REGIONAL COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 

REGIONAL COUNCIL.  A VIDEO RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS 

AVAILABLE ON THE SCAG WEBSITE AT: www.scag.ca.gov/scagtv/index.htm 

 

The Regional Council (RC) of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) held 
its meeting at the SCAG Los Angeles office.  There was a quorum. 
 
Members Present 
Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, President El Centro  District 1 

Hon. Michele Martinez, 1st Vice President Santa Ana District 16 

Hon. Margaret E. Finlay, 2nd Vice President Duarte District 35 

Hon. Carl E. Morehouse, Immediate Past 
President 

San Buenaventura District 47 

Hon. Michelle Steel  Orange County 

Hon. Linda Parks  Ventura County  

Hon. Jan Harnik Palm Desert  RCTC 

Hon. Alan Wapner Ontario SANBAG 

Hon. Greg Pettis Cathedral City District 2 

Hon. Jim Hyatt Calimesa District 3 

Hon. Clint Lorimore Eastvale District 4 

Hon. Randon Lane Murrieta District 5 

Hon. Frank Navarro Colton District 6 

Hon. Larry McCallon Highland District 7 

Hon. Deborah Robertson Rialto District 8 

Hon. Ray Marquez Chino Hills District 10 

Hon. Bill Jahn Big Bear Lake District 11 

Hon. Mike Munzing Aliso Viejo District 12 

Hon. Steven Choi Irvine District 14 

Hon. Steve Nagel Fountain Valley  District 15 

Hon. Kris Murray Anaheim District 19 

Hon. Marty Simonoff Brea District 22 

Hon. Gene Daniels Paramount District 24 

Hon. Ali Saleh Bell District 27 

Hon. Dan Medina Gardena District 28 

Hon. Margaret Clark Rosemead District 32 

Hon. Barbara Messina Alhambra District 34 

Hon. Jonathan Curtis  La Cañada/Flintridge District 36 

Hon. James Gazeley Lomita District 39 

Hon. Judy Mitchell Rolling Hills Estates District 40 
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Members Present – continued 
 

  

Hon. Jess Talamantes Burbank District 42 

Hon. Steven Hofbauer Palmdale   District 43 

Hon. John Sibert Malibu District 44 

Hon. Carmen Ramirez Oxnard District 45 

Hon. Joe Buscaino Los Angeles District 62 

Hon. Karen Spiegel Corona District 63 

Hon. Ryan McEachron Victorville District 65 

Hon. Michael Wilson Indio District 66 

Hon. Rusty Bailey Riverside District 68 

Hon. Jeffrey Giba Moreno Valley District 69 

Hon. Ross Chun Aliso Viejo TCA 

Mr. Randall Lewis Lewis Group of Companies Business Rep. 

   

Members Not Present 

 
  

Hon. Jack Terrazas  Imperial County 

Hon. Mark Ridley-Thomas  Los Angeles County 
Hon. Michael D. Antonovich  Los Angeles County 
Hon. Jim Katapodis  OCTA 

Hon. Curt Hagman  San Bernardino 
County Hon. Chuck Washington  Riverside County 

Hon. Keith Millhouse Moorpark VCTC 

Hon. Paul Eaton Montclair District 9 

Hon. Barbara Kogerman Laguna Hills District 13 

Hon. John Nielsen Tustin District 17 

Hon. Steve Hwangbo La Palma District 18 

Hon. Tri Ta Westminster District 20 

Hon. Art Brown Buena Park District 21 

Hon. Victor Manalo Artesia District 23 

Hon. Sean Ashton Downey District 25 

Hon. José Luis Solache Lynwood District 26 

Hon. Rex Richardson Long Beach District 29 

Hon. Lena Gonzalez Los Angeles District 30 

Hon. Andrew Sarega La Mirada District 31 

Hon. Gene Murabito Glendora District 33 

Hon. Carol Herrera Diamond Bar District 37 

Hon. Sam Pedroza Claremont District 38 

Hon. Pam O’Connor Santa Monica District 41 

Hon. Glen Becerra Simi Valley District 46 

Hon. Gilbert Cedillo Los Angeles District 48 

Hon. Paul Krekorian Los Angeles District 49 

Hon. Bob Blumenfield Los Angeles District 50 

Hon. David Ryu Los Angeles District 51 

Hon. Paul Koretz Los Angeles District 52 
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Members Not Present - continued 

 
  

Hon. Nury Martinez Los Angeles District 53 

Hon. Felipe Fuentes Los Angeles District 54 

Hon. Marqueece Harris-Dawson Los Angeles District 55 

Hon. Curren D. Price, Jr. Los Angeles District 56 

Hon. Herb Wesson, Jr. Los Angeles District 57 

Hon. Mike Bonin Los Angeles District 58 

Hon. Mitchell Englander Los Angeles District 59 

Hon. Mitch O’Farrell Los Angeles District 60 

Hon. José Huizar Los Angeles District 61 

Hon. Erik Peterson Huntington Beach District 64 

Hon. Antonio Lopez San Fernando District 67 

Hon. Mary “Maxine” Resvaloso Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Tribal Government Rep. 

Hon. Eric Garcetti Los Angeles (Member-at-Large) 

 
Staff Present 

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director 
Debbie Dillon, Deputy Executive Director, Administration 
Basil Panas, Chief Financial Officer 
Joe Silvey, General Counsel 
Joann Africa, Chief Counsel 
Huasha Liu, Director, Land Use and Environmental Planning  
Darin Chidsey, Director, Strategy, Policy and Public Affairs 
Naresh Amatya, Acting Director, Transportation Planning 
Tess Rey-Chaput, Office of Regional Council Support 
 
CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
President Cheryl Viegas-Walker called the meeting to order at approximately 9:30 a.m. and led the 
Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
President Viegas-Walker announced that Public Comment speakers for Agenda Item Nos. 11, 12, 
and 13, will be entertained after the respective Agenda Items have been presented. 
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
There was no reprioritization of the agenda.   
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, reported the Joint House and Senate Conference Committee 
came to a new five-year transportation bill for the first time in ten years.  The bill contains $10.5 
billion, specifically for goods movement. 
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Mr. Ikhrata announced SCAG will host its Sixth Annual Economic Summit at the LA Hotel 
scheduled for January 7, 2016, with an evening reception on January 6, 2016. 
 
Mr. Ikhrata introduced new SCAG employees: Javiera Cartagena, Regional Affairs Officer for Los 
Angeles County; and Erica Bustamante, Manager of Budgets and Grants. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT   

 

President Viegas-Walker announced the Executive/Administration Committee meeting is scheduled 
for January 7, 2016, where she will be making appointments for the Nominating Committee and the 
Bylaws and Resolution Committee.  
 
Appointment to the Transportation Committee 
Hon. James Gazeley, Lomita, District 39 (transferring from CEHD Committee) 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Approval Items 

 

1. Minutes of the November 5, 2015 Regional Council Meeting 
 
2. Contract Amendment that exceeds $75,000, as well as exceeds 30% of the contract’s 
 original value: Contract No. 13-018-C2, Organizational Development Services 
 
3. SCAG Memberships 
 
Receive and File 

 
4. Purchase Orders $5,000 but less than $200,000; Contracts $25,000 but less than $200,000; 
 and amendments $5,000 but less than $75,000 
 
5. Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for the Housing-Related Parks Program from the 
 California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 
 
6. Summary Report on SCAG Delegation Activities in South Korea, October 2015 
 
7. 2016 Meeting Schedule of the Regional Council and Policy Committees 
 
8. Cap-and-Trade Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund:  Affordable Housing & Sustainable 
 Communities (AHSC) Program Update 
 
9. CFO Monthly Report 
 
10. December 2015 State and Federal Legislative Update 
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A MOTION was made (Jahn) to approve the Consent Calendar.  The motion was SECONDED 
(Morehouse) and passed by the following votes: 
 
FOR: Bailey, Buscaino, Clark, Chun, Curtis, Daniels, Finlay, Gazeley, Giba, Harnik, 

Hofbauer, Hyatt, Jahn, Lorimore, Marquez, Martinez, McCallon, McEachron, 
Messina, Mitchell, Morehouse, Munzing, Murray, Navarro, Parks, Pettis, Ramirez, 
Saleh, Sibert, Simonoff, Spiegel, Steel, Talamantes, Viegas-Walker, Wapner and 
Wilson.      

 
AGAINST: None (0). 
 

ABSTAIN: Choi (1). 
 
ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
11. Release of the Draft 2016 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 (2016 RTP/SCS) 
 
As Chair of the Community, Economic, and Human Development Committee (CEHD), 
Councilmember Bill Jahn, Big Bear Lake, District 11, reported the committee has purview over the 
growth forecast, land use strategies, and bottom-up local review and input process.  He expressed 
his gratitude to the members for their planning direction over the last three (3) years.  
Councilmember Jahn stated that he strongly supports the release of the draft 2016 RTP/SCS for 
public review and comment period and he recommended the Regional Council support the action. 
 
As Vice Chair of the Energy and Environment Committee (EEC), Councilmember Carmen 
Ramirez, Oxnard, District 45, reported the committee has purview over the issues of public health, 
environmental justice, and the PEIR for the 2016 RTP/SCS.  On behalf of the EEC Chair Deborah 
Robertson, Councilmember Ramirez thanked the members for their collaborative efforts over the 
last several years and extended her support to release the draft 2016 RTP/SCS for public review and 
comment.   
 
As Chair of the Transportation Committee (TC), Councilmember Alan Wapner, SANBAG, reported 
the committee reviewed the transportation goals of the draft 2016 RTP/SCS.   He stated that it is 
particularly important to focus on definitive steps to achieve regionalization of aviation as SCAG 
moves forward with the RTP/SCS and emphasized its important for Southern California.   
 
Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, suggested the leaders of Southern California must invest in the 
future of this region by creating economic opportunities as the RTP/SCS is a blueprint that will 
continue to evolve as the region moves forward. 
 
President Viegas-Walker opened the Public Comment Period. 
 
Daniel Cedeño, speaking on behalf of Senator Carol Liu, expressed concerns regarding the SR-710 
corridor and the 710 North study analysis, including construction emissions exceeding SCAQMD 
thresholds, underestimated truck traffic, and omission of induced demand and traffic estimates.   
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Tom Williams, Sierra Club, encouraged SCAG to move freight to rail and away from the roads and 
ports.   
 
Mark Baza, Executive Director, Imperial County Transportation Commission, expressed 
appreciation for SCAG staff in its efforts and supported the release of the draft 2016 RTP/SCS for 
the public review and comment period. 
 
Shirley Medina, Riverside County Transportation Commission, stated that as Chair of the Technical 
Working Group (TWG), expressed support for the draft 2016 RTP/SCS and appreciation for SCAG 
staff for their efforts.  
 
Melanie Schlotterbeck, Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks, stated she supports the inclusion of 
the natural lands component of the draft 2016 RTP/SCS. 
 
Celia Kutcher, California Native Plant Society, stated support for the inclusion of natural lands 
preservation in the draft 2016 RTP/SCS. 
 
Beth Steckler, Move LA, stated support for the inclusion of plan performance measures. 
  
Councilmember Marina Khubesrian, South Pasadena, stated support for a neutral position on the 
recently released SR 710 North draft EIR/EIS, as it would adversely affect historic neighborhoods 
and communities, waste taxpayer dollars, and underestimate the air-quality impacts of the tunnel 
alternative.   
 
Mike Aguilera, speaking on behalf of Congressman Adam Schiff, commented that the 710 freeway 
tunnel alternatives proposed by Caltrans and Metro does not make sense for the region.  He 
expressed support for cost-effective alternatives, such as light rail, bus, and surface street 
improvements. 
 
Bill Sadler, Safe Routes to School National Partnership, stated support for the release of the draft 
2016 RTP/SCS for public review and comment period. 
 
Carla Blackmore, Public Health Alliance of Southern California, expressed appreciation for SCAG 
staff for engaging the public health sector in the process. 
 
Steve Smith, San Bernardino Associated Governments, commented regarding the accomplishments 
of San Bernardino County, including GHG reductions, habitat conservation, rail, and TODs. 
 
Councilmember Joseph Lyons, Claremont, suggested that SCAG be proactive on issues relating to 
municipal control over land use, affordable housing, and homelessness.   
 
Councilmember Diana Mahmud, South Pasadena, commented on the draft 2016 RTP/SCS 
recommendation of forty-one per cent of capital investment in transit, as she feels a higher amount 
is warranted. She also suggested that more transportation alternatives should be offered through 
transit development. 
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Jeremy Diaz, on behalf of Ron Miller of the Los Angeles/Orange County Building Trades Council, 
expressed support for the SR 710 project tunnel and indicated that a continued support of the tunnel 
should remain a priority of SCAG.  
 
Greg Nord, OCTA, expressed support for the draft 2016 RTP/SCS and thanked SCAG staff for 
collaborating with OCTA on long-range transportation planning.   
 
Geoffrey Baum, West Pasadena Residents’ Association, expressed concern that the 710-North Plan 
would be inserted into Metro’s sales tax  R2 initiative and he proposed that the RTP/SCS not 
contain the 710 North Plan. 
 
Leland Dolly, City of Alhambra, expressed support for the 710 coalition. 
 
Lisa Trifiletti, Los Angeles World Airports, expressed appreciation for SCAG staff for inclusion of 
the RTP elements of the LAX ground transportation program. 
 
Jeff Allred, City of Rosemead, expressed support of the 710 tunnel alternative and stated the tunnel 
alternative should continue to move forward in the public process in the draft 2016 RTP/SCS. 
 
Henry Lo, Office of State Assembly Member Ed Chow, expressed support of the tunnel, as a viable 
solution to closing the 710 North gap. 
 
Richard Lambros, Southern California Leadership Council, expressed support for the release of the 
draft 2016 RTP/SCS and the PEIR for public review and comment period. 
 
The members expressed their appreciation for SCAG staff and commended their collaborative 
efforts in putting together a solid document that will support the region moving forward.  
 
President Viegas-Walker closed the Public Comment Period. 
 
A MOTION was made (Wapner) to approve the release of the Draft 2016-2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2016 RTP/SCS) for a 60-day public review 
and comment period, concurrent with the 60-day public review and comment period for the Draft 
2016 RTP/SCS PEIR, beginning December 4, 2015 and ending February 1, 2016.  The motion was 
SECONDED (Robertson) and passed by the following votes: 
 
FOR: Bailey, Buscaino, Choi, Chun, Clark, Curtis, Daniels, Finlay, Gazeley, Giba, Harnik, 

Hofbauer, Hyatt, Jahn, Lorimore, Marquez, Martinez, Lane, McCallon, McEachron, 
Medina, Messina, Mitchell, Morehouse, Murray, Nagel, Navarro, Parks, Pettis, 
Ramirez, Robertson, Saleh, Sibert, Simonoff, Spiegel, Talamantes, Viegas-Walker, 
Wapner and Wilson (39). 

 
AGAINST: Munzing (1). 
 
ABSTAIN: None (0). 
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12. Draft 2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2016 
 RTP/SCS – Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR):  Release for Public 
 Review 
 
President Viegas-Walker stated that the PEIR is a balanced environmental review document, 
supported by SCAG stakeholders, and maximizes opportunities for using performance standard-
based mitigation measures.   
 
A MOTION was made (Jahn) to release the Draft 2016-2040 Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (23016) RTP/SCS) – Program Environmental Impact 
Report (PEIR) for a 60-day public review and comment period, concurrent with the 60-day public 
review and comment period for the Draft 2016 RTP/SCS, beginning December 4, 2015 and ending 
February 1, 2016.  The motion was SECONDED (Navarro) and passed by the following votes: 
 
FOR: Bailey, Buscaino, Murray, Spiegel, Choi, Chun, Clark, Curtis, Daniels, Finlay, 

Gazeley, Giba, Harnik, Hofbauer, Hyatt, Jahn, Lorimore, Marquez, Martinez, Lane, 
McCallon, McEachron, Medina, Messina, Mitchell, Morehouse, Munzing, Nagel, 
Navarro, Parks, Pettis, Ramirez, Robertson, Saleh, Sibert, Simonoff, Talamantes, 
Viegas-Walker, Wapner and Wilson (40).  

 
AGAINST: None (0). 
 
ABSTAIN: None (0). 
 
13. Draft 2016 South Coast Air Quality Management Plan Appendix IV-C Regional Land 
 Use/Transportation Strategy and Control Measures 
 
A MOTION was made (McCallon) to approve transmittal of the Draft Appendix IV-C to South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) for inclusion in the Draft 2016 South Coast Air 
Quality Management Plan (AQMP) for public review.  The motion was SECONDED (Wilson) and 
passed by the following votes: 
 
FOR: Bailey, Buscaino, Choi, Chun, Clark, Curtis, Daniels, Finlay, Gazeley, Giba, Harnik, 

Hofbauer, Hyatt, Jahn, Lorimore, Marquez, Martinez, Lane, McCallon, McEachron, 
Medina, Messina, Mitchell, Morehouse, Munzing, Murray, Nagel, Navarro, Parks, 
Pettis, Ramirez, Robertson, Saleh, Sibert, Simonoff, Spiegel, Talamantes, Viegas-
Walker, Wapner and Wilson (40). 

 
AGAINST: None (0). 
 
ABSTAIN: None (0). 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, President Viegas-Walker adjourned the meeting at 12:30 p.m. 
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