
Transportation Committee 
of the 

Southern California Association of Governments 
 

June 7, 2012 
 

Minutes 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE.  A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S OFFICE. 
 
The Transportation Committee (TC) held its meeting at SCAG’s office in downtown Los Angeles. 
The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Hon. Alan Wapner, Ontario, SANBAG. There was 
a quorum. 
    

Members Present: 

Hon. Bruce Barrows, Cerritos   District 23 
Hon. Glen Becerra, Simi Valley   District 46 
Hon. Gene Daniels, Paramount   District 24 
Hon. Steve Diels, Redondo Beach   SBCCOG  
Hon. Paul Eaton, Montclair   District 9 
Hon. Frank Gurulé, Cudahy   District 27 
Hon. Bert Hack, Laguna Woods   OCCOG  
Hon. Matthew Harper, Huntington Beach  District 64 
Hon. Carol Herrera, Diamond Bar   District 37 
Hon. Jim Hyatt, Calimesa    District 3 
Hon. Trish Kelley, Mission Viejo   OCCOG 
Hon. Steven Ly, Rosemead   SGVCOG  
Hon. Michele Martinez, Santa Ana  District 16 
Hon. Dan Medina, Gardena   District 28 
Hon. Barbara Messina, Alhambra   District 34 
Hon. Leroy Mills, Cypress    District 18 
Hon. Brett Murdock, Brea    District 22 
Hon. Steven Neal, Long Beach   District 29 
Hon. Micheál O’Leary, Culver City  WCCOG 
Hon. Gary Ovitt     San Bernardino County  
Hon. Bernard C. Parks, Los Angeles  District 55 
Hon. Sharon Quirk-Silva, Fullerton  District 21 
Hon. Mark Rutherford, Westlake Village  LVMCOG 
Hon. Jeff Stone     Riverside County  
Hon. Jess Talamantes, Burbank   SFVCOG 
Hon. Alan Wapner, City of Ontario (Vice-Chair) SANBAG 
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Members Not Present: 

Hon. Jerry Amante, Tustin    OCTA  
Hon. Mike Antonovich    Los Angeles County  
Hon. Russell Betts, Desert Hot Springs  CVAG 
Hon. Stan Carroll, La Habra Heights  District 31 
Hon. Mary Craton, Canyon Lake   RCTC 
Hon. Jeff Cooper, Culver City   WCCOG 
Hon. Glenn Duncan, Chino   District 10 
Hon. James Gazeley, Lomita   District 39 
Hon. Paul Glaab, Laguna Niguel   District 12 
Hon. Mario Guerra, Downey   GCCOG  
Hon. Jose Huizar, Los Angeles   District 61 
Hon. Ryan Kelley, Brawley   ICTC 
Hon. Brian McDonald    Chemehuevi Indian Tribe  
Hon. Ryan McEachron, Victorville  SANBAG  
Hon. Marsha McLean, Santa Clarita  District 67 
Hon. Keith Millhouse, Moorpark (Chair)  VCTC  
Hon. Shawn Nelson     Orange County 
Hon. Pam O’Connor, Santa Monica  District 41 
Hon. Greg Pettis, Cathedral City   District 2 
Hon. Frank Quintero, Glendale   District 42 
Hon. Ron Roberts, Temecula   District 5 
Hon. Don Robinson, Banning   WRCOG 
Hon. David Spence, La Cañada-Flintridge Arroyo Verdugo Cities 
Hon. Karen Spiegel, Corona   WRCOG 
Hon. Tim Spohn, City of Industry   SGVCOG 
Hon. Damon Sandoval    Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Hon. Don Voss, City of La Cañada-Flintridge District 36 

 
 

Voting Members, Non-Elected Officials: 

Hopkins, Garth (Not Present)   Caltrans 
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CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Hon. Alan Wapner, Ontario, SANBAG, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:12 a.m. and 
led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Mr. Jose Andrade, member of the public, provided comments in support of the I-710 Southern 
Expansion Project and stated that it is in everyone’s benefit to see that this project is completed. 

 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 

There was no reprioritization of the agenda. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

Approval Item 

1. Minutes of the May 3, 2012 Meeting 

A MOTION was made (Martinez) to approve the Consent Calendar. The MOTION was 
SECONDED (Kelley) and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. Motion passed. 

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

2. Draft 2013 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) 
 

Pablo Gutierrez, SCAG staff, provided members with background information on the 
development of the 2013 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP). The 
Draft 2013 FTIP is on schedule to be released for public review and comment in July. 
In the event that this committee goes dark due to the Fourth of July holiday, it is 
recommended that the Transportation Committee (TC) authorize SCAG’s Executive 
Director or his designee to proceed with the release on July 5, 2012. This would allow 
staff to move forward with the development of the Final 2013 FTIP and meet the 
September 6, 2012 targeted adoption date. In the event that the July meeting does take 
place, staff will return and present the Draft 2013 FTIP at that meeting. 
 
Hon. Leroy Mills, Cypress, District 18, asked what takes place during the years in 
between the updating of the FTIP and the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). Ms. 
Rosemary Ayala, SCAG staff, stated that the FTIP is a continuous document that is 
required to be updated every even-numbered year in order to be consistent with 
Caltrans’ State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). Hon. Mills questioned 
why the conformity finding did not appear in the staffing report. Ms. Ayala responded 
that the items listed in the staff report indicate the requirements that are needed in order 
to meet conformity while developing the draft. Once the draft is released, it will include 
the conformity findings and supporting information. 
 
A MOTION was made (Hack) to authorize SCAG’s Executive Director, or his 
designee, to release the Draft 2013 FTIP for public review and comment on July 5, 
2012. MOTION was SECONDED (Messina) and UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
Motion passed. 
 

Page 3



3. Green Rail Intelligent Development (GRID) Regional Transportation Solution 
Hon. Alan Wapner, Ontario, SANBAG, provided introductory remarks and welcomed 
Mr. David Alba, Project Systems Designer, GRID Project. 
 
Mr. Alba provided members with a presentation on the GRID Project, a concept that 
has been under development and aims to address the region’s issues regarding growth, 
congestion, environmental concerns, and safety. The GRID system is being offered as a 
potential transportation solution incorporating the design, construction, and operation of 
new infrastructure utilizing alternative technologies to transport regional freight in a 
manner that increases freight throughput, alleviates regional congestion, and reduces 
pollution.  This infrastructure includes a “SuperDock,” a 1.5 mile-long container 
terminal facility with ship-to-rail interfaces and an underground freight pipeline for 
transporting containers from the San Pedro Bay Ports to the Inland Empire using 
electrified rail, and electrified container terminals to move containers to and from the 
pipeline and local delivery trucks. 
 
Mr. Alba emphasized the need for a study to justify these claims as well as the political 
will to continue advocating for this project. 
 
Hon. Mark Rutherford, Westlake Village, District 36, asked what the opposition is for 
this project and if it counted on the support from the rail and trucking industries. Mr. 
Alba responded that the project would have a major effect on the independent trucking 
contractors that are not represented by labor. Another drawback would be with the 
terminal operators. Mr. Alba also explained that these are all areas of input for which 
the study would provide compelling arguments. 
 
Hon. Steve Diels, Redondo Beach, SBCCOG, asked what the potential of the project is 
towards job growth. Mr. Alba responded that the project is projected to employ nearly 
half a million employees over a six-year period. 
 
Hon. Bernard Parks, Los Angeles, District 55, asked if the Ports of Los Angeles and 
Long Beach have provided any input on this project. Mr. Alba responded that so far, 
they have approached this project in a backwards manner by starting off with gaining 
the support of environmental justice groups. Mr. Alba explained that by gaining the 
support and direction of the region, the ports will have no choice but to support the 
region’s direction. 
 
Hon. Dan Medina, Gardena, District 28, asked if the project accounted for operations 
and maintenance costs given that local jurisdictions often end up covering these costs. 
Mr. Alba responded that this project is a private-public partnership and will cover those 
costs. 

 
CHAIR’S REPORT 

Hon. Alan Wapner, Ontario, SANBAG, Vice-Chair, announced that the 2012-2035 Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP)/Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) has been approved by both 
federal and state agencies. 
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Hon. Wapner also discussed the formation of subcommittees that will be created as part of the 
implementation of the 2012-2035 RTP/SCS. The subcommittees that will be created are: 
Transportation Finance, Active Transportation, High-Speed Rail/Transit, Health Impacts and 
Goods Movement. 
 
Hon. Wapner requested that members consider which subcommittee they would like to participate 
in given that this item will be discussed in greater detail at the next TC meeting. 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Due to time constraints, no Staff Report was provided. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Due to time constraints, no Future Agenda Items were provided. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Due to time constraints, no Announcements were provided. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 11:58 am. The next meeting of the Transportation Committee will be 
held on Thursday, July 5, 2012 at the SCAG Los Angeles office. 
 
 
 
 
      Ryan Kuo, Senior Regional Planner 
      Transportation Planning 
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