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If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any 
questions on any of the agenda items, please contact Deby Salcido at 
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Agendas & Minutes for the Transportation Committee are also available 
at: www.scag.ca.gov/committees/tc.htm 
 
SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will 
accommodate persons who require a modification of accommodation in 
order to participate in this meeting.  SCAG is also committed to helping 
people with limited proficiency in the English language access the 
agency’s essential public information and services.  You can request such 
assistance by calling (213) 236-1993.  We require at least 72 hours (three 
days) notice to provide reasonable accommodations.  We prefer more 
notice if possible.  We will make every effort to arrange for assistance as 
soon as possible.  
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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

OCTOBER 4, 2012 
 

 

 
The Transportation Committee may consider and act upon any of the items listed on the agenda 
regardless of whether they are listed as Information or Action Items.  
 
CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
(Hon. Keith Millhouse, Chair) 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – Members of the public desiring to speak on items on the agenda, 
or items not on the agenda, but within the purview of the Committee, must fill out and present a 
speaker’s card to the Assistant prior to speaking.  Comments will be limited to three (3) minutes.  
The Chair may limit the total time for all comments to twenty (20) minutes. 
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  Time Page No.
    
Approval Items    
    
1. Minutes of the July 5, 2012  Meeting Attachment  1 

     
2. Minutes of the September 6, 2012 Meeting Attachment  7 

     
ACTION ITEM    
    
3. Active Transportation Work Plan 

(Alan Thompson, Senior Regional Planner) 
 
Recommended Action: Review, comment and authorize staff to 
seek input from partner stakeholders. 

Attachment 20 mins. 12 

    
INFORMATION ITEMS    

     
4. Status Report on Pacific Electric Right-of-Way (PE ROW)/West 

Santa Ana Branch Corridor Alternatives Analysis (AA) 
(Hasan Ikhrata, SCAG Executive Director) 

Attachment 20 min           25 

    
5. Update on Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority (Metro) ExpressLanes Demonstration Program 
(Stephanie Wiggins, Executive Officer, Congestion Reduction 
Initiative, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority - Metro) 

Attachment 20 mins. 32 

    
6. I-710 (South) Corridor Project Update  

(Frank Quon, Executive Officer, Highway Programs, Los 
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority - Metro) 

Attachment 20 mins. 34 



TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

OCTOBER 4, 2012 
 

 

     
    
CHAIR’S REPORT    
(Hon. Keith Millhouse, Chair)    
    
STAFF REPORT    
(Ryan Kuo, SCAG Staff)    
    
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS    
Any Committee member or staff desiring to place items on a future agenda may make such a request. 
    
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
    
ADJOURNMENT    
 
The next meeting of the Transportation Committee is scheduled for Thursday, November 1, 2012 at the 
SCAG Los Angeles office. 
 
 



Transportation Committee 
of the 

Southern California Association of Governments 
 

July 5, 2012 
 

Minutes 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE.  A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S OFFICE. 
 
The Transportation Committee (TC) held its meeting at SCAG’s office in downtown Los Angeles. 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Hon. Keith Millhouse, Moorpark, VCTC. There was a 
quorum. 
    

Members Present: 

Hon. Mike Antonovich    Los Angeles County  
Hon. Bruce Barrows, Cerritos   District 23 
Hon. Glen Becerra, Simi Valley   District 46 
Hon. Russell Betts, Desert Hot Springs  CVAG 
Hon. Stan Carroll, La Habra Heights  District 31 
Hon. Gene Daniels, Paramount   District 24 
Hon. Steve Diels, Redondo Beach   SBCCOG  
Hon. Paul Eaton, Montclair   District 9 
Hon. Frank Gurulé, Cudahy   District 27 
Hon. Bert Hack, Laguna Woods   OCCOG  
Hon. Matthew Harper, Huntington Beach  District 64 
Hon. Carol Herrera, Diamond Bar   District 37 
Hon. Jim Hyatt, Calimesa    District 3 
Hon. Trish Kelley, Mission Viejo   OCCOG 
Hon. Michele Martinez, Santa Ana  District 16 
Hon. Dan Medina, Gardena   District 28 
Hon. Barbara Messina, Alhambra   District 34 
Hon. Leroy Mills, Cypress    District 18 
Hon. Brett Murdock, Brea    District 22 
Hon. Steven Neal, Long Beach   District 29 
Hon. Micheál O’Leary, Culver City  WCCOG 
Hon. Gary Ovitt     San Bernardino County  
Hon. Bernard C. Parks, Los Angeles  District 55 
Hon. Sharon Quirk-Silva, Fullerton  District 21 
Hon. Mark Rutherford, Westlake Village  District 44 
Hon. Jeff Stone     Riverside County  
Hon. Jess Talamantes, Burbank   SFVCOG 
Hon. Alan Wapner, City of Ontario (Vice-Chair) SANBAG 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 
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Members Not Present: 

Hon. Jerry Amante, Tustin    OCTA  
Hon. Mary Craton, Canyon Lake   RCTC 
Hon. Jeff Cooper, Culver City   WCCOG 
Hon. Glenn Duncan, Chino   District 10 
Hon. James Gazeley, Lomita   District 39 
Hon. Paul Glaab, Laguna Niguel   District 12 
Hon. Mario Guerra, Downey   GCCOG  
Hon. Jose Huizar, Los Angeles   District 61 
Hon. Ryan Kelley, Brawley   ICTC 
Hon. Brian McDonald    Chemehuevi Indian Tribe  
Hon. Ryan McEachron, Victorville  SANBAG  
Hon. Marsha McLean, Santa Clarita  North L.A. County 
Hon. Keith Millhouse, Moorpark (Chair)  VCTC  
Hon. Shawn Nelson     Orange County 
Hon. Pam O’Connor, Santa Monica  District 41 
Hon. Greg Pettis, Cathedral City   District 2 
Hon. Frank Quintero, Glendale   District 42 
Hon. Ron Roberts, Temecula   District 5 
Hon. Don Robinson, Banning   WRCOG 
Hon. David Spence, La Cañada-Flintridge Arroyo Verdugo Cities 
Hon. Karen Spiegel, Corona   WRCOG 
Hon. Tim Spohn, City of Industry   SGVCOG 
Hon. Damon Sandoval    Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Hon. Don Voss, City of La Cañada-Flintridge District 36 

 
 

Voting Members, Non-Elected Officials: 

Hopkins, Garth (Not Present)   Caltrans 
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CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Hon. Keith Millhouse, Moorpark, VCTC, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and led 
the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

There was no public comment. 
 

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 

There was no reprioritization of the agenda. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Approval Item 

1. Minutes of the June 7, 2012 Meeting 

A MOTION was made (Daniels) to approve the Consent Calendar. MOTION was 
SECONDED (Barrows) and approved by a MAJORITY VOTE with one (1) 
ABSTENTION (Real Sebastian). 

 

ACTION ITEM 

2. Draft 2013 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) 
 

John Asuncion, SCAG staff, provided a brief presentation on the FTIP. Mr. Asuncion 
reported that the Draft 2013 FTIP is on schedule to be released for public review and 
comment in July. After the public review and comment period ends, the next phase is to 
return in September to ask the Transportation Committee (TC) and the Regional 
Council (RC) to consider formally adopting the 2013 FTIP. Once adopted, the 
document would be submitted to the funding agencies with a final approval anticipated 
in December 2012. 
 
A MOTION was made (Neal) to approve the release of the Draft 2013 FTIP for a 30-
day public review and comment period. MOTION was SECONDED (Gurulé) and 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. Motion passed. 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS 

3. Status Report on Pacific Electric Right-of-Way (PE ROW)/West Santa Ana Branch 
Corridor Alternatives Analysis (AA) 
 

Philip Law, SCAG staff, provided a brief summary on the status of the Pacific Electric 
Right-of-Way (PE ROW)/West Santa Ana Branch Corridor Alternatives Analysis. The 
goal of the alternatives analysis study is to identify a locally preferred strategy and to 
provide a recommendation to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (Metro) and Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) Boards upon 
conclusion of the study.  Metro and OCTA, who own the right-of-way (ROW), will 
have the sole discretion as to whether or not this project moves forward within their 
respective counties. 
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Mr. Law summarized the study recommendations and noted that the Steering 
Committee agreed to continue studying the Light Rail Transit (LRT) alternative and 
agreed to move forward with the required No Build and Transportation Systems 
Management (TSM) alternatives. The Steering Committee also included the Low-
Speed Maglev alternative for further study. 
 
Regarding alignment options, the Steering Committee recommended two (2) northern 
alignments to connect from the ROW to Los Angeles Union Station. The first 
alignment is along the east bank of the Los Angeles River, and the second is on the 
west side of the river connecting through the Central City East portion of Downtown 
Los Angeles. 
 
The Steering Committee also recommended that the Los Angeles County portion of the 
corridor be given phasing priority over Orange County due to greater funding 
availability and greater stakeholder and agency support. 
 
Mr. Law stated that the final report will be finalized within the next few weeks. Once 
completed, Mr. Law will return to the next TC meeting and provide a full staff report to 
seek direction to approve the final study recommendations. 
 

4. Regional Rail Report 
 
Steve Fox, SCAG staff, provided members with a brief update on the latest high-speed 
rail developments and introduced Mr. Jose Martinez, Regional Manager, Los Angeles-
San Diego Portion, California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA). 
 
Mr. Martinez provided members with an update on the progress that has been made to 
date on the California High-Speed Rail effort. Mr. Martinez’s presentation focused on 
the Los Angeles-to-San Diego section, which has been quiet since the spring of 2011 
due to lack of funding. The CHSRA will be moving forward with the environmental 
portion of this phase and will coordinate this segment with other projects. 
 
The Los Angeles-to-San Diego segment is divided into three sub-sections: 1) Los 
Angeles Union Station to Ontario; 2) Ontario to Murrieta/Temecula; and 3) Temecula 
to San Diego. Mr. Martinez emphasized that these are only the beginning points for the 
analysis, which is also considering a station option in El Monte, West Covina or 
Pomona with an additional stop at LA/Ontario International Airport before heading 
south. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the level of communication that CHSRA has internally 
and with those in the communities that will be impacted. Chairman Keith Millhouse, 
Moorpark, VCTC, and Hon. Marsha McLean, Santa Clarita, North L.A. County, 
emphasized the need for the CHSRA to improve its outreach efforts. 
 
Hon. Bruce Barrows, Cerritos, District 23, asked what technology would be used given 
that the system is expected to operate at 220 miles per hour. Hon. Barrows also asked 
how the technology will maintain its travel time during unforeseen events such as 
heavy winds and earthquakes. Mr. Martinez responded that a systems expert would be 
better suited to answer this question and that he would follow up on this item. 
Hon. Jeff Stone, Riverside County, emphasized the need for the CHSRA to involve city 
staff and elected officials in their efforts. Hon. Stone stated that given the potential of a 
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station within Murrieta/Temecula or within Riverside County, it is important for the 
cities to have a voice and an idea of how this would integrate with their own 
transportation plans. Hon. Ron Roberts, Temecula, District 5, stressed the importance 
of including elected officials in these matters. Further discussion ensued regarding the 
importance of communication and effective outreach efforts. 

 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

Chair Millhouse discussed the creation of six (6) new Subcommittees as part of the 
implementation of the 2012-2035 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
(RTP/SCS). Chair Millhouse urged members to review the subcommittee charters and to direct any 
questions to him or Vice-Chair Wapner. 
 
Vice-Chair Wapner further discussed the context used in creating the new subcommittees as well 
as the need for these subcommittees to aid in the implementation of the 2012 Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP) and in the development of the 2016 RTP. Four (4) of the six (6) 
subcommittees being created will report to TC and one (1) each to the Energy & Environment 
Committee (EEC) and the Community, Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD). 
These Subcommittees will be open to any RC and Policy Committee Member and reports will be 
provided to the Joint Policy Committees. Vice-Chair Wapner favors the majority of the 
subcommittees reporting to the TC given that the TC is the committee that is tasked with the 
implementation of the RTP. 
 
Chair Millhouse noted that the subcommittees are: Active Transportation, Goods Movement, 
High-Speed Rail & Transit, Transportation Finance, Public Health, which would report to EEC, 
and the Sustainability Subcommittee, which would report to CEHD. 
 

STAFF REPORT 

Chair Millhouse introduced Mr. Ryan Kuo, SCAG staff, who will now be the person to staff the 
TC. Mr. Kuo thanked Chair Millhouse and Vice-Chair Wapner for the opportunity. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Due to time constraints, no future agenda items were provided. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hon. Steve Diels, Redondo Beach, SBCCOG, announced that he will be sworn in as President of 
the local chapter of the League of California Cities on August 2, 2012 in Redondo Beach. Hon. 
Diels welcomed everyone to attend the ceremony. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 11:57 am. The next meeting of the Transportation Committee will be 
held on Thursday, September 6, 2012 at the SCAG Los Angeles office. 
 
 
 
 
      Ryan Kuo, Senior Regional Planner 
      Transportation Planning 
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Transportation Committee 
of the 

Southern California Association of Governments 
 

September 6, 2012 
 

Minutes 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE.  A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S OFFICE. 
 
The Transportation Committee (TC) held its meeting at SCAG’s office in downtown Los Angeles. 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Hon. Keith Millhouse, Ventura County.  A quorum was 
not present.   
    
Members Present: 
 
Hon. Mike Antonovich Los Angeles County 
Hon. Gene Daniels, Paramount District 24 
Hon. Mario Guerra, Downey GCCOG 
Hon. Bert Hack, Laguna Woods OCCOG 
Hon. Matthew Harper, Huntington Beach District 64 
Hon. Michele Martinez, Santa Ana District 16 
Hon. Dan Medina, Gardena District 28 
Hon. Barbara Messina, Alhambra District 34 
Hon. Keith Millhouse, Moorpark (Chair) VCTC 
Hon. Leroy Mills, Cypress District 18 
Hon. Steven Neal, Long Beach District 29 
Hon. Pam O’Connor, Santa Monica District 41 
Hon. Tim Spohn, City of Industry SGVCOG 

 
Members Not Present: 
 
Hon. Jerry Amante, Tustin OCTA 
Hon. Bruce Barrows, Cerritos District 23 
Hon. Glen Becerra, Simi Valley District 46 
Hon. Russell Betts, Desert Hot Springs CVAG 
Hon. Stan Carroll, La Habra Heights District 31 
Hon. Mary Craton, Canyon Lake RCTC 
Hon. Steve Diels, Redondo Beach SBCCOG 
Hon. Paul Eaton, Montclair District 9 
Hon. Paul Glaab, Laguna Niguel District 12 
Hon. Frank Gurulé, Cudahy District 27 
Hon. Carol Herrera, Diamond Bar District 37 
Hon. Bill Hodge, Calexico ICTC 
Hon. Jose Huizar, Los Angeles District 61 
Hon. Jim Hyatt, Calimesa District 3 
Hon. Ryan Kelley, Brawley ICTC 
Hon. Trish Kelley, Mission Viejo OCCOG 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 
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Hon. Brian McDonald Chemehuevi Indian Tribe 
Hon. Ryan McEachron, Victorville SANBAG 
Hon. Marsha McLean, Santa Clarita District 67 
Hon. Brett Murdock, Brea District 22 
Hon. Shawn Nelson Orange County 
Hon. Pam O’Connor, Santa Monica District 41 
Hon. Micheál O’Leary, Culver City WCCOG 
Hon. Gary Ovitt San Bernardino County 
Hon. Bernard C. Parks, Los Angeles District 55 
Hon. Greg Pettis, Cathedral City District 2 
Hon. Frank Quintero, Glendale District 42 
Hon. Teresa Real Sebastian, Monterey Park SGVCOG 
Hon. Ron Roberts, Temecula District 5 
Hon. Don Robinson, Banning WRCOG 
Hon. Mark Rutherford, Westlake Village LVMCOG 
Hon. Damon Sandoval Morongo Band of 

Mission Indians 
Hon. David Spence, La Cañada-Flintridge Arroyo Verdugo Cities 
Hon. Karen Spiegel, Corona WRCOG 
Hon. Jeff Stone Riverside County 
Hon. Jess Talamantes, Burbank SFVCOG 
Hon. Don Voss, City of La Cañada-Flintridge District 36 
Hon. Alan Wapner, City of Ontario (Vice-Chair) SANBAG 
 
Voting Members, Non-Elected Officials: 

Aziz Elattar    Caltrans 

CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chair Hon. Keith Millhouse, Moorpark, VCTC, began the meeting at 10:20 a.m. and led the 
Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

A public comment card was received from Roger Rudick of Savoy Homeowners.  Mr. Rudick was 
called forth but did not make a public comment. 

 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 

There was no reprioritization of the agenda. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

Approval Item 

1. Minutes of the May 3, 2012 Meeting 

As a quorum was not present, approval of the Consent Calendar was deferred to a 
future meeting. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

2. Approval of Final 2013 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) 
 

As no quorum was present, this item was deferred.   
 

3. Pacific Electric Right-of-Way (PE ROW)/West Santa Ana Branch Corridor Alternatives 
Analysis (AA) Study Recommendations 
 

As no quorum was present, this item was deferred to a future meeting. 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS 

4. Update on 2012 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) 
 

Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, provided an update on the 2012 AQMP.  Mr. Ikhrata 
stated the AQMP is a required document which is mainly authored by the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District (AQMD). Mr. Ikhrata stated that SCAG is 
responsible for the transportation portion of the AQMP.  Further, Mr. Ikhrata stated that 
in October 2012, the Executive Director of AQMD will be present to speak directly to 
the Transportation Committee about the AQMP, AQMD, and any issues of concern. 
 
Hon. Bert Hack, Laguna Woods, OCCOG, stated that with the San Onofre Nuclear 
Power Generator now offline, power generation has shifted to other sources in the 
region which can affect air quality.  Hon. Hack stated that the location of power 
generators used to compensate for San Onofre and the type of fuel utilized may affect 
air quality in the region. 
 
Hon. Leroy Mills, Cypress, District 18, stated that on July 25, 2012, the Orange County 
Council of Governments, co-sponsored a workshop on AQMD.  Hon. Mills stated that 
Dr. Barry Wallerstein reported that current pollution levels are 25% of those recorded 
in 1950 to 1960.  Additionally, Mr. Mills stated that a recent report on pollution levels 
around the Port of Long Beach showed a significant decrease in air pollution since 
2005, including a 75% decrease in airborne diesel particulates, a 50% drop in nitrogen 
oxides, an 80% decrease in sulfur oxides, and a 23% decrease in Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) emissions.  It was the fifth straight year that the port showed improved air 
pollution numbers. 
 

5. Preliminary Draft 2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities 
Strategy (RTP/SCS) Development Schedule 
 
Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, presented an update on the Draft 2016-2040 
RTP/SCS Development Schedule.  Mr. Ikhrata stated that a preliminary schedule that is 
included in the agenda packet indicates milestones and goals to be achieved each year 
from 2012 through 2016.  Mr. Ikhrata stated that part of the schedule includes work that 
will be performed through the recently formed subcommittees. 
 
Hon. Leroy Mills asked when subregions can review and comment on the development 
schedule.  Mr. Ikhrata stated that subregions can submit comments at any time until the 
schedule is finalized. 
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6. Draft Subcommittees Work Plans 
 
Hasan Ikhrata, Executive Director, stated that draft Work Plans have been presented for 
the recently formed subcommittees which include the subcommittees’ objectives and 
deliverables.  Mr. Ikhrata stated the subcommittees will commence in September 2012 
continuing through February 2013.  Further, Mr. Ikhrata noted that the subcommittees 
will report to the policy committees, which will report to the Regional Council. 
 
Mr. Ikhrata stated that the cost of the subcommittees is expected to be $123,000, of 
which $63,000 is anticipated staff cost and $51,000 is stipend cost.  The stipend cost 
will come from the General Fund.  Mr. Ikhrata encouraged members to participate 
actively in the subcommittees. 
 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

Hon. Keith Millhouse, stated that the Mobility 21 Summit is Friday, September 28, 2012 at the 
Disneyland Hotel.  The summit brings together transportation leaders from Southern California, 
and SCAG will be well-represented.  Additionally, on Monday, September 10, 2012, Metrolink 
will be holding a press conference at the Keller Yard for its first positive control train system 
which they will begin testing in the Southern California Region. 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Ryan Kuo, SCAG staff, welcomed Aziz Elattar as the committee’s new Caltrans representative.  
Additionally, Mariana Pulido was thanked for her service to the committee as an Senior 
Administrative Assistant, and Ed Rodriguez was announced as the new Senior Administrative 
Assistant serving the committee. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

No future agenda items were provided. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No announcements were provided. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 10:47 am. The next meeting of the Transportation Committee will be 
held on Thursday, October 4, 2012 at the SCAG Los Angeles office. 
 
 
 
 
      Ryan Kuo, Senior Regional Planner 
      Transportation Planning 
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DATE: October 4, 2012 

TO: Transportation Committee (TC) 
 

FROM: Alan Thompson, Senior Regional Planner, (213) 236-1940, thompson@scag.ca.gov 

SUBJECT: Active Transportation Work Plan 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL:          
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Review, comment and authorize staff to seek input from partner stakeholders. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
Following prior RC direction, staff has developed an Active Transportation Work Plan to guide the 
agency’s efforts in this area from 2012 to 2016.  The proposed Work Plan includes information related to 
budget, schedule and deliverables and seeks stakeholder support.  In addition, the Work Plan will serve 
as a framework for policy discussion by the Active Transportation Subcommittee.  Staff seeks input of the 
proposed Work Plan from the Transportation Committee and partner stakeholders 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports SCAG’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1: Create and facilitate a collaborative and cooperative 
environment to produce forward thinking regional plans; Objective a) Create and facilitate a collaborative 
and cooperative environment to produce forward thinking regional plans; Objective c) Provide practical 
solutions for moving new ideas forward. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The RC previously directed that the area of active transportation be an agency priority in the development of 
the 2016 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS).  Consequently, staff 
has prepared a proposed Active Transportation Work Plan which includes information related to budget, 
schedule and deliverables and seeks stakeholder support.  The deliverables within the proposed Work Plan 
will be accomplished over the next fiscal years in preparation of the 2016 RTP/SCS. In addition, the Work 
Plan will serve as a framework for the policy discussion and work by the Active Transportation 
Subcommittee.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
No Fiscal Impact. Activities are funded under Work Element 010-0169A.01, Regional Non-Motorized 
Transportation Strategy 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
Proposed Active Transportation Work Plan 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 
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1 of 12 

PROPOSED FY12-16  
Active Transportation Work Plan Overview 

October 4, 2012 
 
Major Work Program Areas: 

1. Infrastructure Development 
a. Develop Complete Streets Policies and Guidelines 
b. Develop Regional first mile/last mile strategies 
c. Develop Regional Bikeways Network 

2. Health and Safety 
a. Develop a regional Safe Routes to School strategy 
b. Develop regional implementation strategy for the California Strategic Highway 

Safety Plan (SHSP) 
c. Document how SHSP implementation strategy will reduce bicycling and 

pedestrian fatalities in absolute numbers 
d. Develop Active Transportation performance criteria for public health 

3. Transportation Modeling 
a. Develop and expand performance measures for active transportation 
b. Leverage existing data to extrapolate information regarding active transportation 
c. Work with Caltrans and local governments to collect and expand the inventory of 

available data 

4. Outreach 
a. Develop Regional Active Transportation Advisory Committee 
b. Develop Internal  Peer Review Committee 
c. Work with stakeholders/local governments to extend CycLAvia to multiple cities 

in the region  
d. Work with stakeholders and local governments to regularly update and publish 

interregional bikeway maps and guides 
e. Participate in promotional events designed to encourage bicycling and walking 

5. Funding 
a. Develop Active Transportation Incentive Grant Outline 
b. Work with Caltrans and Stakeholders to implement MAP-21 and maximize 

funding for regional active transportation 
c. Develop methods to leverage different sources of federal/state/local dollars to 

fund active transportation 

6. Legislative Strategy 
a. Develop legislative strategy to assist in meeting active transportation goals and 

objectives in the 2012 RTP/SCS 
b. Develop program to assist active transportation funding in future transportation 

authorizations 
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Vision 

- Develop the Active Transportation Program at SCAG as a best practices model that can 
be used by other agencies in the nation 

Goal 

- Reduce the number of bicycle and pedestrian fatalities to less than 50% of current levels 
by 2035 

- Increase the number of projects/funding in the FTIP that include bicycle and/or 
pedestrian components 

- Increase in mode share for bicycling and walking to by at least 33% above  the current 
estimate of 24% of all trips in the region 

How we measure success 

- Become the first metropolitan region to achieve designation of “Bicycle Friendly 
Region” by the League of American Bicyclists (LAB) by 2020.  

- Verification: XX Additional bikeway miles added to the regional system beyond what 
was forecast in 2012-2035 RTP/SCS 

- Verification: Additional funding added to Active Transportation programs beyond what 
was forecast in 2012-2035 RTP/SCS 

Note: Currently, the LAB only offers the designation to communities and ranks states 
according to “bike friendliness.” (California is ranked 12th in the nation). The goal is to 
encourage LAB  to create the “Bike Friendly Region” category because of SCAG’s current 
and future  efforts in supporting active transportation. 

 

Major Deliverables (FY12-FY16) 

- Regional Survey of local jurisdictions to collect Active Transportation Investment 
information 

- Regional Funding Strategy that includes 

o Collaboration with County Transportation Commissions and legislative leaders 

o Regional Grant Program under MAP-21 

- Regional First Mile/Last Mile Strategies/Policies 

- Improved Cost/Benefit information on Active Transportation investments 

- Active Transportation Outreach program, including a Regional Active Transportation 
Advisory Committee similar to SCAGs Aviation Technical Advisory Committee 

- Regional Safe Routes to School Plan 

- Implementation plan for Regional Bikeway Network 

 

Page 14



3 of 12 

Strategies 

Planning and Policy 
Active Transportation Objective 2.1: Produce a comprehensive regional Active Transportation 

Plan  
Active Transportation Objective 3.2: Adopt a Complete Streets Policy  
 
Develop Complete Streets Policies and Guidelines 

1. Identify Local Expenditures into complete streets infrastructure, including sidewalks, in order 
to produce more complete picture of Bike/Ped funding in the region 

2. Identify best practices from other regions, metropolitan areas and cities 

3. Develop and adopt Complete Streets policies and guidelines in accordance with AB1358 
(Complete Streets Act) that member agencies can use as a planning tool 

4. Work with CTCs to help create incentives to help local agencies implement complete streets 
policies and guidelines 

5. Continue to work with Metro per the Sustainability Memoranda of Understanding and work 
to expand that relationship to other counties as well. 

Develop regional first mile/last mile strategies building upon the following studies, and 
incorporating it into active transportation plans and grants: 

- San Bernardino County Bike Ped Access to Transit 

- Orange County Metrolink Access Study 

- LA County Metro First Mile/Last Mile Study 

- Los Angeles Union Station Study 

Regional Bikeways Network 

Active Transportation Policy 2.1.1: SCAG will work with local jurisdictions to adopt and 
implement the proposed SCAG Regional Bikeway Network  

Active Transportation Policy 2.1.2: SCAG will work with local jurisdictions to connect all cities 
in the SCAG region via bicycle facilities  

Active Transportation Policy 2.1.3: SCAG will work with local jurisdictions to complete the 
California Coastal Trail  

 

The size of the region requires an integrated bikeway network following a route structure with 
wayfinding signage as well as an integrated network of local bikeways. 

- Work with subregions to ensure a bike/ped plan is developed for each subregion 

o The goal is to connect cities and neighboring subregions 

- Work with counties to develop county wide bikeway route structures 

o The Orange County District Bikeway Network is an example 
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- Work with counties, railroads and utility companies regarding abandoned rail lines, river 
banks, and other right-of-ways that could be used for the regional bikeway network 

- Complete the development of SCAG’s Regional Bikeway Network in cooperation with 
local jurisdictions 

- Support CTCs and COGs in identifying bicycle commuter routes, and incorporate into 
Regional Bikeways Plan 

Health and Safety 

Active Transportation Goal 1: Decrease bicyclist and pedestrian fatalities and injuries 
Active Transportation Objective 1.1: SCAG will work with local jurisdictions to support 

a safe transportation environment in the SCAG Region.  
Active Transportation Policy 1.1.1: SCAG will work with local jurisdictions to provide 

comprehensive education for all road users. 
Active Transportation Policy 1.1.2: SCAG will work with local jurisdictions to direct 

enforcement agencies to focus on bicycling and walking safety to reduce 
multi-modal conflicts.  

Active Transportation Policy 1.1.3: SCAG will partner with local advocacy groups and 
bicycle related businesses to provide bicycle-safety curricula to the general 
public.  

Active Transportation Objective 3.1: Adoption of a Safe Routes to School Policy    
 
  
SCAG will actively work with agencies and stakeholders regarding document relationships 
between active transportation and increased health benefits 

- Develop a regional Safe Routes to School strategy 

- Develop a regional implementation strategy for the California Strategic Highway Safety 
Plan 

- Document how implementing the above deliverables will reduce bicycling and pedestrian 
fatalities in absolute numbers to below the goals set by the California Strategic Highway 
Safety Plan 

- Develop active transportation performance criteria for public health  

 

Transportation Modeling 

SCAG’s previous models did not fully incorporate active transportation. The new Activity Based 
Model can incorporate active transportation. To that end, the following activities will take place 

- Develop and expand Performance Measures for active transportation 

- Leverage existing data to extrapolate information regarding active transportation 

o Land-Use data 

o Demographic data 

o Safety data 
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o Infrastructure data 

o Transportation data and surveys 

- Work with Caltrans and local governments to collect and expand the inventory of 
available data 

- Expand Bicycle/Pedestrian Data Clearinghouse developed with LA County Metro 
throughout region. 

 

Outreach 

SCAG will develop an outreach strategy designed to a) increase implementation of active 
transportation projects throughout the region; b) increase the technical capabilities of SCAGs 
active transportation program; and c) develop measures designed to increase active 
transportation as a viable transportation option. Tasks include: 

- Develop Regional Active Transportation Advisory Committee comprised of active 
transportation planners and stakeholders/advocates to review and provide guidance on 
SCAGs of active transportation plans and projects 

- Develop Internal Peer Review Committee comprised of experts from various disciplines 
within SCAG to provide increased coordination 

- Work with stakeholders and local governments to extend CycLAvia from Los Angeles to 
other cities in the region 

- Work with cities, counties, Caltrans and the Adventure Cycling Association to regularly 
update and publish interregional bikeway maps and guides 

- Support and participate in National Bike to Work Week every May 

- Support and participate in “Walktober” and “Walk to School Day” 

- Support the use of SCAGs Regional Bikeway Network for local and statewide bicycle 
events 

- Work with universities and colleges to become designated “Bicycle Friendly 
Universities” by the League of American Bicyclists 

o Goal: Every University in the SCAG region designated gold by 2020 

- Work with universities, colleges, schools and surrounding communities to ensure safe 
and comfortable walking environments around the campuses 

o Goal: Increased number of Safe Routes to School Awards to the region 

- Work with cities to become designated “Bicycle Friendly Communities” by the League 
of American Bicyclists 

o Goal: 20 cities in the SCAG region designated by 2016, and 50 by 2020. 
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Funding 
Active Transportation  Priority: Work with county transportation commissions to seek additional 
incentives and/or other opportunities for investing discretionary funds for further active 
transportation investments 
 

There is $6.7 billion proposed in the 2012–2035 RTP/SCS for implementing active 
transportation infrastructure. More funding is needed to fully meet the goals of pedestrians and 
bicyclists in a safe manner in Southern California. SCAG will work with its funding partners to 
find ways to increase funding dedicated to active transportation and find ways to leverage other 
funds to develop and maintain active transportation infrastructure and programs.  

- Actively work with Caltrans and Stakeholders to implement MAP-21 

o Develop SCAG’s Active Transportation Grant Outline 

o Include key stakeholders such as Safe Routes to School and California Bicycle 
Coalition in program development 

o Coordinate with the Sustainability Department at SCAG 

o Work with SACOG, MTC, SANDAG and Caltrans to  integrate State portion of 
Transportation Alternatives funding with MPO portions of Transportation 
Alternative funding: 

 Ensure Caltrans provides adequate funding/resources to regions 

 Attempt to maximize portion of state funds coming to region  

- Find methods to better leverage other State and federal dollars to fund active 
transportation, working with appropriate agencies and legislative leaders. Examples of 
leveraging other projects include: 

 Highway Safety Improvement Program 

 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program 

 Congestion Mitigation Fees 

 Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act 

 Local Sales Taxes (where applicable) 

 Integrating Active Transportation into larger infrastructure 
development/maintenance projects 

Legislative Strategy 

To have an effective Active Transportation Program SCAG should have a legislative strategy 
that promotes agency policies and interests in active transportation. This strategy may 
include monitoring State and federal legislation, and providing support, where warranted, for 
bills that promote active transportation infrastructure development, increased funding, 
environmental streamlining, and safety. Examples include: 

o AB 2245 (Smyth): Exempting Class II bike lanes from CEQA 
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o SB 1380 (Rubio): Companion to AB 2245 Exempting certain bike plans from 
environmental review requirements 

o AB 819 (Wieckowski): Modern bikeway design standards 

o SB 1464 (Lowenthal): Safe passing (three foot rule) 
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FY12-13 Work Plan 
Establish Active Transportation Outreach program 

- Establish Active Transportation Subcommittee 

- Develop Action Plan for subcommittee 

o Goals for subcommittee 

 2012 RTP Implementation Strategies 

 2016 RTP Development Strategies 

o Develop meeting strategy 

- Establish internal and external Peer Review Committees 

o Develop list of Expert Stakeholders 

o Provide presentations to subcommittee 

o Provide peer review of SCAG Active Transportation activities 

 
Develop Active Transportation Funding Strategy options, as well as an detailed analysis of 
how current funding is being spent on active transportation: 

- Develop an assessment for the methods by which active transportation in the SCAG 
region is funded. 

o State 

o Federal 

o Call-for-Projects level 

o Locally funded projects 

 
Create a Regional Safe Routes to School Plan, to determine regional strategies that will 
increase the number of children walking and biking to and from school: 

- Develop a regional methodology for prioritizing investments in Safe Routes to School 

- Compile regional best practices and resources 

 
Develop Regional Bikeway Concept Plans for individual routes as a method for route 
finalization, stakeholder buy-in and outreach: 

- Develop an early action plan for bikeway development within each CTC 

o Develop agreements with each CTC/local jurisdictions to complete regionally 
significant bicycle projects 

o Develop strategy to expedite funding 

- Possible pilot routes include: 
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o Bike Route 66 

 
Develop Active Transportation Incentive Grant Program Implementation in coordination 
with CTCs and Caltrans: 

- Establish regional goals of the incentive grant program 

- Establish Grant mechanisms for establishing incentive grant program 

- Establish implementation monitoring program to track new facilities and programs 

 
Complete Bicycle/Pedestrian Database and Clearinghouse: The Clearinghouse will be a 
database and tool designed to develop consistent methodology in collecting and centralized 
storing of active transportation data (counts, plans, surveys, traffic warrants, etc).  

- Establish modeling metrics for active transportation to be used for 2016 RTP 

- Recommendations for data gathering standards for bike and ped data 

 
Update Bikeways Inventory (annual basis) 

- Survey of local governments – current and proposed investments, plans, grants, staffing, 
GeoData (SRTS, BTA, etc). 

- Include linkages to major transit stations, schools, major activity areas (parks, schools, 
stadiums, business districts, etc) 

- Report on findings 

 
Develop “State of Safety” Study for SCAG Region, which will include walking and bicycling 

 
Develop CycLAvia expansion throughout SCAG Region 

- Develop proposal for one additional cycLAvia outside of City of Los Angeles 

- Work with Community Arts Resources (CARS) and proposed city/cities to determine 
funding requirements and options. 

 

Develop Framework for establishing Complete Streets Policies 

- Review Complete Streets policies in other metro areas and cities 

- Review SCAG Compass Blueprint Principles 

- Write technical memo on potential strategies/policies 
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Grants and partnerships in Process in FY12-13 

- First Mile/Last Mile Study (partnership with Metro) 

- Malibu PCH Safety Study (FHWA Partnership Planning Grant) 

- OCTA Metrolink Park and Ride (FHWA Partnership Planning  Grant) 

- Metro Union Station Access Study (FHWA Partnership Planning  Grant) 

- Metro Bicycle/Pedestrian Data Clearinghouse (FHWA Partnership Planning  Grant) 

 

FY12-13 Products: 

• Active Transportation Performance Metrics 

• Transportation Alternatives Incentive Grant Program Criteria 

• Active Transportation Subcommittee Recommendations 

• State of Safety Report 

• Framework for establishing Complete Streets policies 

• CycLAvia proposal 

• Active Transportation Survey to local cities 

• Partnership Planning Grants 

o Metro First Mile/Last Mile study 

o Bicycle Data Clearinghouse and Database 

o Malibu/PCH Safety Study 

o San Bernardino Bike/Ped Access to Transit 

• Updated Bikeways Inventory (annual) 

• Regional Bikeway Concept Plans   

o Bike Route 66 
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FY13-14 Work Plan 
Establish Regional Safety Policies for the SCAG region, including Safe Routes to School, Active 
Transportation. 
Bikeways Inventory (annual Basis) 

- Incorporation of data into Bicycle/Pedestrian Data Clearinghouse 

o Maintain the Clearinghouse with current data 

o Incorporate into SCAG Transportation Model 

o Develop improved Economic Benefit/Cost formulas for regional Active 
Transportation projects. 

Develop a Complete Streets Plan, to determine regional policies, assist in project prioritization 
and encourage CTCs to adopt Complete Streets polices. 

- Determine a policy framework to prioritize Complete Streets projects in the Constrained 
Plan for the 2016 Regional Transportation Plan and the Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program (FTIP) 

- Encourage the adoption of Complete Streets policies by local jurisdictions as mandated 
by AB 1358 and the CTCs 

 

Develop regional First Mile/Last Mile policies and Best Practices Report 

- Review of First Mile/Last Mile study conclusions and recommendations (Metro, 
SANBAG, OCTA) 

- Work with CTCs to develop additional opportunities for funding First Mile /Last Mile 
strategies.   

 

Develop Regional Bikeway Concept Plans for individual routes as a method for route 
finalization, stakeholder buy-in and outreach. 

- PCH Bike Route 

 

Review of federal Transportation Reauthorization implications on Active Transportation funding 
and policies 

- Develop funding Strategy 

o State 

o Federal 

o Call for Projects level 

- Develop legislative Strategy 

o Safety 
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 Vulnerable Road Users 

 Hit and Run penalties 

o Funding 

 

FY13-14 Products 

• Methodology to quantify Active Transportation benefits 

• Active Transportation Funding Plan 

• Regional Safe Routes to School Plan 

• Annual update of Bikeways Inventory 

• Regional First Mile/Last Mile Policies and Best Practices Report 

• Funding Strategy for Implementation of Active Transportation Plan 

• Recommended Safety Policies for Active Transportation 

• Regional Bikeway Concept Plans   

o Pacific Coast Bike Route 

 

FY14-15 Work Plan 
2016 RTP/SCS 
Begin analysis for 2016 Active Transportation Plan 

           Calculate costs and benefits of implementing local plans 

Develop gap closure plan (needs Assessment) 

First Mile/Last Mile recommendations 

Develop policy recommendations 

 

FY14-15 Products 

• Internal Preliminary Draft Active Transportation Plan 

 

FY15-16 Work Plan 
Final Active Transportation Plan for 2016 RTP/SCS 
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DATE: October 4, 2012 

TO: Transportation Committee (TC) 

FROM: Philip Law, Acting Manager, Transit/Rail, 213-236-1841, law@scag.ca.gov 

SUBJECT: Status Report on Pacific Electric Right-of-Way (PE ROW)/West Santa Ana Branch 
Corridor Alternatives Analysis (AA) 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL:        ___ 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
For Information Only - No Action Required. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
SCAG has completed the PE ROW/West Santa Ana Branch Corridor Alternatives Analysis.   SCAG’s 
Executive Director, Hasan Ikhrata, will present a status report and will return to the TC on January, 
2013 for a recommended action. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports SCAG’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1: Improve Regional Decision Making by Providing 
Leadership and Consensus Building on Key Plans and Policies, Objective a) Create and facilitate a 
collaborative and cooperative environment to produce forward thinking regional plans. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
SCAG, in coordination with the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) and 
Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA), has completed an Alternatives Analysis (AA) planning 
study to identify a recommended strategy for improving transportation on the PE ROW that connects Los 
Angeles and Orange Counties.  Staff will bring forward recommendations to the TC on January, 2013, 
to be followed by Regional Council (RC) action on February, 2013.  Upon approval from the RC, staff will 
forward the study conclusions and recommendations to Metro and OCTA.  As the owners of the PE ROW, 
Metro and OCTA have the discretion to proceed with the project into the engineering and environmental 
phases consistent with federal and state requirements.  Metro Board action is anticipated in early 2013. 
 
This project is included in the adopted 2012 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) as the “West Santa Ana 
Branch ROW Corridor” and is also included in Metro’s long range plan and Measure R expenditure plan.  
The project details are as yet undefined, pending the completion of this study and potential action on a 
preferred strategy by Metro and OCTA.  The 2012 RTP may be amended in the future to reflect any Metro 
or OCTA action that further defines the project. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Funding for this study is provided in FY 12 OWP WBS# 12-140.SCG01003. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
PowerPoint Presentation: “PE ROW/West Santa Ana Branch Corridor Alternatives Analysis” 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 
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Pacific Electric Right-of-Way / 
West Santa Ana Branch 
Corridor Alternatives Analysis

Transportation Committee
October 4, 2012

www.scag.ca.gov

Study Area

• Pacific Electric Right-
of-Way / West Santa 
Ana Branch (PEROW/ 
WSAB) extends 20 
miles from Paramount 
to Santa Ana, owned 
by Metro and OCTA

• Study evaluated 
alignment alternatives 
to connect to: LA 
Union Station and 
Santa Ana Regional 
Transportation Center

2
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Study Process

• Initiated by Transportation Committee after 2008 
Regional Transportation Plan

• Followed the Federal Transit Administration’s 
Alternatives Analysis (AA) process

• Study cost $1.9 million over 2.5 years
• Extensive stakeholder and public input process

– Metro, OCTA, OLDA coordination
– 20 community meetings
– Two advisory committees

• Technical Advisory Committee
• Steering Committee co-chaired by Metro and OCTA

3

www.scag.ca.gov

Final Set of Alternatives

No Build Transportation Systems 
Management (TSM)

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

Light Rail Transit 
(LRT)

Streetcar Low Speed Magnetically 
Levitated Train (Maglev)

4
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Cost to Build
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5
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Funding Status

Regional
• Los Angeles County – Measure R funding = $240 

million (available FY 2015-17 to FY 2025-27)
• Orange County – currently no committed funding

Federal
• New Starts funding – not currently in any Metro or 

OCTA request

6
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Daily Ridership Estimates
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Cost-Effectiveness
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The Cost-Effectiveness Index (CEI) compares the cost of constructing and 
operating each alternative to the ridership it attracts and serves.

A CEI of under $25 is the goal when seeking federal funding.
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Recommendation Process

• Recommendations are for further study by Metro 
and OCTA in future engineering/environmental 
phases (e.g., EIR/EIS)

• Recommendations reflect the technical 
evaluation, stakeholder and public input, and 
input from the TAC and Steering Committee

• Steering Committee agreed with the staff findings 
and recommendations
– LA County members voted to add Low Speed Maglev 

to the recommendations

9

www.scag.ca.gov

Staff Recommendations

• To be presented to SCAG Transportation 
Committee for action in January 2013

• Technology:  No Build, TSM, Light Rail Transit
• Northern Alignment: West Bank 3, East Bank
• Southern Alignment:  Harbor/1st
• Stations:  As determined with cities; Cerritos/ 

Bloomfield deleted per Steering Committee
• Phasing:  LA County segment given priority

10
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Next Steps

Transportation Committee Action Jan. 2013

Regional Council Action Feb. 2013

Metro Board
Spring 
2013

11
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DATE: October 4, 2012 

TO: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) 
Transportation Committee (TC) 
 

FROM: Annie Nam, Manager, Goods Movement & Transportation Finance, 213-236-1827, 
nam@scag.ca.gov 
 

SUBJECT: Update on Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) 
ExpressLanes Demonstration Program 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL:        ___ 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
For Information Only – No Action Required. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
In partnership with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), Metro is embarking on a 
one-year demonstration program that will convert 11 miles of existing High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) 
or carpool lanes on the I-110 Freeway between the Harbor Gateway Transit Center/182nd Street and 
Adams Boulevard near downtown Los Angeles and 14 miles on the I-10 Freeway between Los Angeles 
Union Station/Alameda Street and the I-605 Freeway to High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes. Stephanie 
Wiggins, Executive Officer, Congestion Reduction Initiative, Metro will provide an update on the Metro 
ExpressLane Demonstration Program. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports SCAG’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1: Improve Regional Decision Making by Providing 
Leadership and Consensus Building on Key Plans and Policies, Objective a) Create and facilitate a 
collaborative and cooperative environment to produce forward thinking regional plans. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Metro ExpressLane Demonstration Program, funded primarily with a $210 million congestion 
reduction demonstration grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) is scheduled to 
become operational this fall along the I-110 Freeway and in early 2013 along the I-10 Freeway. This 
program is included in the 2012‒2035 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
(RTP/SCS) and the 2013 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
“Metro ExpressLanes: How it Works” 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 
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 DATE: October 4, 2012 

TO: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) 
Transportation Committee (TC) 
 

FROM: Alison Linder, Associate Regional Planner, 213-236-1934, linder@scag.ca.gov 

SUBJECT: I-710 (South) Corridor Project Update 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL:        ___ 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
For Information Only – No Action Required 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The I-710 (South) Corridor project is a critical project to improve safety, improve air quality and reduce 
congestion.  A draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) was 
released by Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) and the State of California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in June 2012, with the comment period scheduled to close on 
September 28, 2012.  The project EIR/EIS reviews five (5) alternatives, including an alternative that 
includes a zero-emission freight corridor.  In this presentation, Frank Quon, Executive Officer, Highway 
Programs, Metro, will provide an update on the I-710 Corridor Project, including information on the 
draft project EIR/EIS and provide additional detail about the zero- or near-zero emission freight corridor 
alternative. The 2012 RTP/SCS supports the zero- or near-zero emission freight corridor alternative.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports SCAG’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1: Improve Regional Decision Making by Providing 
Leadership and Consensus Building on Key Plans and Policies;  Objective a): Create and facilitate a 
collaborative and cooperative environment to produce forward thinking regional plans. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The I-710 Corridor is a critical transportation corridor, connecting the communities along it and the ports of 
Los Angeles and Long Beach to the SCAG region, state and nation.  The purposes of the project are to 
improve air quality and public health, improve traffic safety, modernize the freeway design, address 
projected traffic volumes, and address projected regional population and employment growth.  
 
The draft project EIR/EIS reviews five (5) alternatives including a No Build Alternative.  The alternatives 
are:  Alternative 1 No Build Alternative, Alternative 5A I-710 Widening and Modernization, Alternative 6A 
I-710 Widening and Modernization plus a Freight Corridor [Trucks], Alternative 6B I-710 Widening and 
Modernization plus Freight Corridor [zero- or near-zero emission vehicles], and Alternative 6C I-710 
Widening and Modernization plus Tolled Freight Corridor.  All alternatives include various no build 
improvements which are projects included in the 2008 Regional Transportation Plan and 2011 Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP).  Alternatives 5A, 6A, 6B and 6C all include freeway 
widening, modernization of geometrics, improvement of arterials, Intelligent Transportation System (ITS),  
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transit improvements, Transportation Systems Management (TSM) and Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM).   
 
The Freight Corridor concept (included as part of Alternatives 6A, 6B and 6C) proposes to have two (2) 
lanes in each direction beginning at Ocean Boulevard and terminating at the Union Pacific (UP) and 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) rail yards in the City of Commerce.  Alternative 6B, the proposed 
zero- or near-zero emission freight corridor does not define a specific technology; however it is assumed 
that internal combustion engines would be replaced by an electric motor resulting in zero tailpipe emissions.  
For evaluation purposes, it was assumed that electric trucks would receive power via an overhead catenary 
electric power distribution system, and that all trucks would have an automated control system allowing 
trucks to travel in “platoons” of 6-8 trucks.    
 
Various efforts are underway to learn more about advance technology options that could serve the corridor.  
The draft project EIR/EIS is currently in circulation and comments are due on September 28, 2012.  
Thereafter, responses to comments will be prepared, a preferred alternative will be selected and the final 
project EIR/EIS is anticipated to be completed by next summer.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
No Fiscal Impact 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
PowerPoint Presentation: “Project Update and Overview”  
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1

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Project Update and Overview

SCAG
EEC & Transportation Policy Committees 

October 4, 2012

Project Background

2

• Earlier planning efforts initiated by the 
Gateway Cities Council of Governments 
and Metro

• Community/ Stakeholder/ Policymaker 
consensus

• Framework for Environmental Review
• Agency Partnership formed for EIR/EIS

2
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Study Area

3

I-710 Corridor 
Study Area

Community Participation Framework

4
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3

• Improve air quality and 
public health

• Improve traffic safety
• Provide a modern design 

for the I-710 
• Address projected traffic 

volume increase
• Address projected growth 

in population, employment 
and economic activity 
related to goods movement

Project Purpose and Need

55

Project Alternatives

6

No Build Improvements
• Planned and Committed Projects in 

2008 RTIP
• Enhanced Goods Movement by Rail
• Clean Trucks Program
• Expanded Night Gate Ops at Ports
• I-710 Pavement Rehabilitation
• Traffic Signal Coordination

TSM/TDM and ITS
• Ramp Metering
• Improved Arterial Signage
• Peak Period Parking Restrictions
• Increased Transit Service
• Upgraded Traffic Signals (ITS)

Arterial System Improvements
• Signal Timing Improvements
• Local Arterial Intersection 

Improvements at 42 Locations

I-710 Widening
• Widen the I-710 up to 10 Lanes
• Modernize Geometric Design of the 

Local  I-710 Interchanges 

Freight Corridor
• Separate Four-Lane Freight Corridor

Page 31Page 38



4

Zero Emission Trucks

Zero Emissions Technology  

7

CEQA & NEPA Review

• Environmental Impact Report (CEQA) & 
Environmental Impact Statement (NEPA) 
required

• Provide comparative analysis of all project 
alternatives’ impacts on the environment 
based on technical studies results

• Evaluate and recommend mitigation measures
• Inform public and decision makers on how all 

alternatives address the project purpose and 
need

8
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EIR/EIS Technical Approach

Environmental and Engineering Scopes of Work:
• Develop baseline studies
• Develop preliminary engineering designs
• Prepare draft and final technical studies
• Prepare EIR/EIS

– Administrative Draft
– Draft
– Final

9

Environmental Studies

10
10
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11

Technical Analysis

Environmental and Engineering topics of community 
interest:

• Air Quality
• Mobility
• Interchange Improvements
• Community Impacts
• Visual Impacts

Key Air Quality Analyses

1212
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Air Quality Key Findings

13

In the Project Study Area

• Emissions generally  in 2035 
(all alternatives) compared to 
2008

• Emissions generally  for the 
Build Alternatives compared to 
the 2035 No-Build Alternative 
(particularly away from the I-
710) 

Air Quality: Near-Roadway Modeling

14

• Compared to 2008 
– Health risks and NO2 

– Exhaust particulate matter 
• Compared to 2035 No-Build (Alt. 1)

– Alts 6B & 6C: cancer risk less than Alt. 1*  
– Alts 5A & 6A: cancer risk greater than Alt. 1
– Some near-freeway concentration impacts
– Alternatives 6B and 6C generally have 

lowest impacts
• Zero Emissions Extension Design 

Option air quality benefits between I-5 
and SR 60 
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15

Zero Emission Extension Design Option Concept

Draft Conceptual 
Rendering

16

Near-Roadway Modeling Results

I-710 Roadway 
Modeling Results
• Compared to 2035

No-Build (Alt 1) :
with ZEE Design 
Option, similar 
reductions beyond 
freight corridor 
terminus

Alt 6B vs. Alt 1 Alt 6B ZEE
vs. Alt 1
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Scoping

March - September
2008

October – April
2008  - 2009

Final EIR/EIS

March
2010

Alternatives 
Screening

Summer
2012

Summer
2013

Community Participation

Draft EIR/EIS
1st Admin. 

Draft
EIR/EIS

EIR/EIS Process

17

Alternatives 
Revisions and 
Updated Tech

Analysis

Fall - Early
2010 - 2012

We are 
Here

Identify 
Preferred 

Alternative

I-710 EIR/EIS Next Steps

• Public comment period extended and closes 
on September 28

• Prepare responses to comments
• Identify and select Preferred Alternative
• Complete the Final EIR/EIS

18
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Countywide Zero Emission Trucks Collaborative

• Establish and Promote a consistent policy 
framework for advancing zero-emission 
trucks

• Leverage public funds to achieve a 
common vision of zero-emission trucks

• Increase regional competitiveness for 
grants

• Pursue demonstration projects with 
collaborative partners

19

Questions

Frank Quon
Executive Officer, Highway Program

quonf@metro.net

20
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