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Serious drought.
Help save water!

August 11. 2016

Southern California Association Of Governments ORA-100511
818 West 7th Street, 12th Floor E.A. 0J340
Los Angeles, CA 90017

Attention:  Mr. Rongsheng Luo
Program Manager

Subject: Additional Alternative to the Previously Accepted PM Conformity Form

Background
A Qualitative PM Hot-spot Analysis was prepared for the proposed project (for four Build Alternatives

and a No Build Alternative) and underwent Interagency Consultation (IAC) on December 3, 2013.
The TCWG determined that the proposed hot-spot analysis was acceptable for NEPA circulation. On
March 25, 2014 an updated PM Hot-spot analysis, with minor changes to the project description, was
submitted to the TCWG. The TCWG determined that no additional PM analysis was required. The
November 2013/February 2014 analysis included four build alternatives (Alternatives 1, 2, 3, and 4)
and one no build alternative.

Purpose
The purpose of this memorandum is to inform the Transportation Conformity Working Group

(TCWG) that a new alternative (Alternative 3M) is being considered for the SR-55 Improvement
Project between 1-405 and I-5 (Project). Our previous memorandum to TCWG dated July 10, 2015
included an update of the Traffic Volumes for the Project. The Project alternatives included addition
of a General Purpose Lane (Alternative 3) and addition of a High Occupancy Lane (Alternative 4).
TCWG’s concurred that since the new volumes did not significantly change the emissions for the
Project, there was no need for additional modeling and calculations.

Recently, the 2014 California High Occupancy Vehicle Lane Degradation Determination Report dated
September 2, 2015 has shown that many HOV lanes in Orange County are degraded. As a result, the
vehicle speed in HOV lanes during the peak hours are less than 45 miles per hour. FHWA and Caltrans
have agreed that action will be taken on facilities identified as degraded. To rectify the speed
degradation and in order to comply with this agreement, a new alternative (Alternative 3M) is being
considered for this Project. This alternative includes a GP Lane as well as one HOV Lane. What this
alternative presents is combining the previous alternatives, one with only GP lane (Alternative 3); and
one only with HOV lane (Alternative 4). Therefore, basically we are considering one additional HOV
lane compared to the worst case scenario (Alternative 3) of the previous submittal.
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Traffic volume data for this Alternative 3M was compared with the traffic volume data for Alternative
3. As shown in Tables B and D, the difference between traffic volumes of the Alternative 3 and
Alternative 3M are insignificant. The comparison between the two sets of traffic data is presented in
“Bold Borders™ in those two tables. As a result, we like to obtain TCWG’s concurrence that the traffic
data for the new Alternative 3M does not significantly change from the previously approved
alternatives; thus does not generate significant additional emissions for the entire Project.

If you have any questions, please call Arman Behtash of my staff at (949) 724-2029.

Sincerely,

{C% W
Reza Aurasteh, PhD, P.E.
District 12, Environmental Engineering

Attachment: Tables B, D
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