
SPECIAL MEETING 

Please see next page for detailed 
 instructions on how to participate in the meeting. 

 

PUBLIC ADVISORY 
Given the declared state of emergency (pursuant to State of Emergency Proclamation 
dated March 4, 2020) and local public health directives imposing and recommending 
social distancing measures due to the threat of COVID-19, and pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54953(e)(1)(A), the meeting will be held telephonically and 
electronically.  
 

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any questions on any of 
the agenda items, please contact Maggie Aguilar at (213) 630-1420 or via email at 
aguilarm@scag.ca.gov. Agendas & Minutes are also available at: 
www.scag.ca.gov/committees. 

 
SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will accommodate 
persons who require a modification of accommodation in order to participate in this 
meeting. SCAG is also committed to helping people with limited proficiency in the 
English language access the agency’s essential public information and services. You can 
request such assistance by calling (213) 630-1420. We request at least 72 hours (three 
days) notice to provide reasonable accommodations and will make every effort to 
arrange for assistance as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

REMOTE PARTICIPATION ONLY 

 

COMMUNITY, 
ECONOMIC AND 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, October 7, 2021 
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 

To Attend and Participate on Your Computer: 
https://scag.zoom.us/j/116153109 
 

To Attend and Participate by Phone: 
Call-in Number: 1-669-900-6833 
Meeting ID: 116 153 109 
 
 

https://scag.zoom.us/j/116153109


 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Instructions for Public Comments 

You may submit public comments in two (2) ways: 

1. In Writing: Submit written comments via email to: 

CEHDPublicComment@scag.ca.gov by 5pm on Wednesday, October 6, 2021.  

You are not required to submit public comments in writing or in advance of the 

meeting; this option is offered as a convenience should you desire not to 

provide comments in real time as described below. 

 

All written comments received after 5pm on Wednesday, October 6, 2021 will 

be announced and included as part of the official record of the meeting.  

 

2. In Real Time:  If participating in real time via Zoom or phone, during the Public 

Comment Period, use the “raise hand” function on your computer or *9 by 

phone and wait for SCAG staff to announce your name/phone number. SCAG 

staff will unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments 

to 3 minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer.  

 

If unable to connect by Zoom or phone and you wish to make a comment, you 

may submit written comments via email to: CEHDPublicComment@scag.ca.gov. 

 

In accordance with SCAG’s Regional Council Policy, Article VI, Section H and 

California Government Code Section 54957.9, if a SCAG meeting is “willfully 

interrupted” and the “orderly conduct of the meeting” becomes unfeasible, the 

presiding officer or the Chair of the legislative body may order the removal of the 

individuals who are disrupting the meeting. 
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Instructions for Participating in the Meeting 

SCAG is providing multiple options to view or participate in the meeting:  

To Participate and Provide Verbal Comments on Your Computer 

1. Click the following link: https://scag.zoom.us/j/116153109  

2. If Zoom is not already installed on your computer, click “Download & Run Zoom” 

on the launch page and press “Run” when prompted by your browser.  If Zoom 

has previously been installed on your computer, please allow a few moments for 

the application to launch automatically.  

3. Select “Join Audio via Computer.” 

4. The virtual conference room will open. If you receive a message reading, “Please 

wait for the host to start this meeting,” simply remain in the room until the 

meeting begins.   

5. During the Public Comment Period, use the “raise hand” function located in the 

participants’ window and wait for SCAG staff to announce your name. SCAG 

staff will unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments to 

3 minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer. 

To Listen and Provide Verbal Comments by Phone 

1. Call (669) 900-6833 to access the conference room.  Given high call volumes 

recently experienced by Zoom, please continue dialing until you connect 

successfully.   

2. Enter the Meeting ID: 116 153 109, followed by #.   

3. Indicate that you are a participant by pressing # to continue. 

4. You will hear audio of the meeting in progress.  Remain on the line if the 

meeting has not yet started.  

5. During the Public Comment Period, press *9 to add yourself to the queue and 

wait for SCAG staff to announce your name/phone number. SCAG staff will 

unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments to 3 

minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer. 

 
 
  

https://scag.zoom.us/j/116153109


 
 

 

 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 

CEHD - Community, Economic and Human Development Committee 
Members – October 2021 

 

1. Hon. Jorge Marquez 
CEHD Chair, Covina, RC District 33 
 

 

2. Hon. Frank A. Yokoyama 
CEHD Vice Chair, Cerritos, RC District 23 
 

 

3. Hon. Adele Andrade-Stadler 
Alhambra, RC District 34 
 

 

4. Hon. Al Austin 
Long Beach, GCCOG 
 

 

5. Hon. David Avila 
Yucaipa, SBCTA 
 

 

6. Hon. Megan Beaman-Jacinto 
Coachella, RC District 66 
 

 

7. Hon. Drew Boyles 
El Segundo, RC District 40 
 

 

8. Hon. Wendy Bucknum 
Mission Viejo, RC District 13 
 

 

9. Hon. Juan Carrillo 
Palmdale, RC District 43 
 

 

10. Hon. Michael Carroll 
Irvine, RC District 14 
 

 

11. Hon. Ramon Castro 
Imperial County CoC 
 

 

12. Hon. Letitia Clark 
Tustin, RC District 17 
 

 

13. Hon. Paula Devine 
Glendale, RC District 42 
 

 

14. Hon. Steve DeRuse 
La Mirada, RC District 31 
 

 

15. Hon. Diane Dixon 
Newport Beach, RC District 15 
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16. Hon. Rose Espinoza 
La Habra, OCCOG 
 

 

17. Hon. Waymond Fermon 
Indio, CVAG 
 

 

18. Hon. Margaret Finlay 
Duarte, RC District 35 
 

 

19. Hon. Alex Fisch 
Culver City, RC District 41 
 

 

20. Hon. Mark Henderson 
Gardena, RC District 28 
 

 

21. Hon. Peggy Huang 
TCA Representative 
 

 

22. Hon. Cecilia Hupp 
Brea, OCCOG 
 

 

23. Hon. Kathleen Kelly 
Palm Desert, RC District 2 
 

 

24. Sup. Matt LaVere 
Ventura County CoC 
 

 

25. Hon. Jed Leano 
Claremont, SGVCOG 
 

 

26. Hon. Patricia Lock Dawson 
Riverside, RC District 68 
 

 

27. Hon. Marisela Magana 
Perris, RC District 69 
 

 

28. Hon. Anni Marshall 
Avalon, GCCOG 
 

 

29. Hon. Andrew Masiel 
Tribal Govt Regl Planning Board Representative 
 

 

30. Hon. Lauren Meister 
West Hollywood, WSCCOG 
 

 

31. Hon. Bill Miranda 
Santa Clarita, SFVCOG 
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32. Hon. John Mirisch 
Beverly Hills, Pres. Appt. (Member at Large) 
 

 

33. Sup. Holly Mitchell 
Los Angeles County 
 

 

34. George Nava 
Brawley, ICTC 
 

 

35. Hon. Kim Nguyen 
Garden Grove, RC District 18 
 

 

36. Hon. Trevor O'Neil 
Anaheim, RC District 19 
 

 

37. Hon. Ed Paget 
Needles, SBCTA 
 

 

38. Hon. Sunny Park 
Buena Park, OCCOG 
 

 

39. Hon. Ariel Pe 
Lakewood, GCCOG 
 

 

40. Hon. Michael Posey 
Huntington Beach, RC District 64 
 

 

41. Hon. Misty Perez 
Port Hueneme, Pres. Appt. (Member at Large) 
 

 

42. Hon. Nithya Raman 
Los Angeles, RC District 51 
 

 

43. Hon. Gabriel Reyes 
San Bernardino County CoC 
 

 

44. Hon. Rex Richardson 
Imm. Past President, Long Beach, RC District 29 
 

 

45. Hon. Sonny Santa Ines 
Bellflower, GCCOG 
 

 

46. Hon. Nicholas Schultz 
Burbank, AVCJPA 
 

 

47. Hon. David J. Shapiro 
Calabasas, RC District 44 
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48. Hon. Becky Shevlin 
Monrovia, SGVCOG 
 

 

49. Hon. Andy Sobel 
Santa Paula, VCOG 
 

 

50. Hon. Wes Speake 
Corona, WRCOG 
 

 

51. Hon. Mark Waronek 
Lomita, SBCCOG 
 

 

52. Hon. Acquanetta Warren 
Fontana, SBCTA 
 

 

53. Hon. Christi White 
Murrieta, WRCOG 
 

 

54. Hon. Tony Wu 
West Covina, SGVCOG 
 

 

55. Hon. Frank Zerunyan 
Rolling Hills Estates, SBCCOG 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

    COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
Thursday, October 7, 2021 

9:30 AM 
 

The Community, Economic and Human Development Committee may consider and act upon any of the 
items on the agenda regardless of whether they are listed as Information or Action items. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
(The Honorable Jorge Marquez, Chair) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Approval Items 
 

1. Minutes of the September 2, 2021 Meeting       
 

Receive and File 
 

2. Connect SoCal CEQA Addendum No. 2 to Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (State 
Clearinghouse #2019011061) 

Members of the public are encouraged, but not required, to submit written comments by sending an 
email to: CEHDPublicComment@scag.ca.gov by 5pm on Wednesday, October 6, 2021.  Such comments 
will be transmitted to members of the legislative body and posted on SCAG’s website prior to the 
meeting. Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Community, Economic and Human 
Development Committee regarding any item on this agenda (other than writings legally exempt from 
public disclosure) are available at the Office of the Clerk, located at 900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700, Los 
Angeles, CA 90017 during normal business hours and/or by contacting the office by phone, (213) 630-
1420, or email to aguilarm@scag.ca.gov. Written comments received after 5pm on Wednesday, October 
6, 2021, will be announced and included as part of the official record of the meeting. Members of the 
public wishing to verbally address the Community, Economic and Human Development Committee in 
real time during the meeting will be allowed up to 3 minutes to speak, with the presiding officer retaining 
discretion to adjust time limits as necessary to ensure efficient and orderly conduct of the meeting. The 
presiding officer has the discretion to equally reduce the time limit of all speakers based upon the 
number of comments received.  The total time period for all public comments related to items on the 
agenda and any other matter within the agency’s subject matter jurisdiction is ten (10) minutes.  The 
presiding officer retains discretion to extend the 10-minute general comment period so that all members 
of the public desiring to speak may do so.   
 

mailto:CEHDPublicComment@scag.ca.gov
mailto:aguilarm@scag.ca.gov


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 

 

 

3. Environmental Justice/Communities of Concern Update  
 

4. Californians for Community Planning Voter Initiative  
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
5. Accelerating Housing Production: Panel Discussion on Best Practices and Recommendations for 

Southern California               40 Mins. 
(Rick Bishop, Co-Director, Inland Center for Sustainable Development; Cecilia Estolano, Principal, 
Estolano Advisors; Charly Ligety, Director, The Housing Innovation Collaborative) 
 
6. Regional Data Platform Status and Tool Demonstrations         20 Mins. 
(Tom Vo, Senior Regional Planner) 
 
7. Regional Early Action Program (REAP) 2021 Program Development Framework     15 Mins.  
(Jenna Hornstock, Deputy Director of Planning, Land Use) 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
(The Honorable Jorge Marquez, Chair) 
 
STAFF REPORT 
(Jonathan Hughes, Regional Affairs Officer, SCAG Staff) 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
October 7, 2021 

 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

 COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (CEHD) 
THURSDAY, September 2, 2021 

 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC 
AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (CEHD). A VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING OF THE FULL 
MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT: http://scag.iqm2.com/Citizens/. 
 
The Community, Economic and Human Development (CEHD) Committee of the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) held its regular meeting telephonically and electronically given 
public health directives limiting public gatherings due to COVID‐19 and in compliance with the 
Governor’s Executive Order N‐08‐21. A quorum was present. 
 
Members Present: 
 
Hon. Jorge Marquez, Chair Covina RC District 33 
Hon. Frank Yokoyama, Vice Chair Cerritos RC District 23 

Hon. Adele Andrade-Stadler Alhambra District 34 

Hon. David Avila Yucaipa SBCTA 
Hon. Megan Beaman Jacinto Coachella District 66 
Hon. Wendy Bucknum Mission Viejo District 13 
Hon. Juan Carrillo Palmdale District 43 
Hon. Michael C. Carroll Irvine District 14 

Hon. Steve De Ruse La Mirada GCCOG 
Hon. Paula Devine Glendale District 42 
Hon. Diane Dixon Newport Beach District 15 

Hon. Rose Espinoza La Habra OCCOG 

Hon. Waymond Fermon Indio CVAG 
Hon. Alex Fisch Culver City District 41 

Hon. Cecilia Hupp Brea OCCOG 
Hon. Kathleen Kelly Palm Desert District 2 
Sup. Matt LaVere Ventura County CoC 

Hon. Jed Leano Claremont SGVCOG 
Hon. Marisela Magana Perris District 69 

Hon. Anni Marshall Avalon GCCOG 

Hon. Lauren Meister West Hollywood WSCCOG 
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Hon. Bill Miranda Santa Clarita SFVCOG 

Hon. John Mirisch Beverly Hills Pres. Appt., Member-at-Large 

Hon. George Nava Brawley ICTC 

Hon. Kim Nguyen Garden Grove District 18 
Hon. Trevor O’Neil Anaheim District 19 

Hon. Sunny Park Buena Park OCCOG 

Hon. Ariel Pe Lakewood GCCOG 
Hon. Misty Perez Port Hueneme Pres. Appt., Member-at-Large 

Hon. Michael Posey Huntington Beach District 64 
Hon. Gabriel Reyes San Bernardino County CoC 

Hon. Sonny Santa Ines Bellflower GCCOG 

Hon. Nicholas Schultz Burbank AVCJPA 
Hon. David Shapiro Calabasas District 44 

Hon. Becky Shevlin Monrovia SGVCOG 
 Hon. Andy Sobel Santa Paula VCOG 

Hon. Wes Speake Corona WRCOG 
Hon. Mark Waronek Lomita SBCCOG 
Hon. Acquanetta Warren Fontana SBCTA 

Hon. Christi White Murrieta WRCOG 
Hon. Tony Wu West Covina SGVCOG 
Hon. Frank Zerunyan Rolling Hills Estates SBCCOG 

   
Members Not Present 
 

  
Hon. Al Austin, II Long Beach GCCOG 

 
 
 

Hon. Drew Boyles El Segundo District 40 
Hon. Letitia Clark Tustin District 17 

Hon. Margaret E. Finlay Duarte District 35 
Hon. Mark Henderson Gardena District 28 
Hon. Peggy Huang   TCA 

Hon. Patricia Lock Dawson Riverside District 68 

Hon. Andrew Masiel, Sr. Tribal Gov’t Reg’l Planning 
Rep. 

 
Hon. Holly Mitchell  Los Angeles County 

Hon. Edward Paget Needles SBCTA 
Hon. Nithya Raman Los Angeles District 51 

Hon. Rex Richardson Long Beach District 29 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Honorable Jorge Marquez called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and asked Councilmember John 
Mirisch, City of Beverly Hills, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.    
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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Chair Marquez opened the public comment period and asked anyone on their computers to speak by 
using the “raise hand” function on the computer and/or wait for SCAG staff to announce their name or 
phone number. Additionally, public comments received via email to CEHDPublicComment@scag.ca.gov 
after 5:00 p.m. on September 1, 2021, would be announced and included as part of the official record 
of the meeting.  
 
SCAG Staff noted there were no public comments received before the 5:00 p.m. deadline on 
Wednesday, September 1, 2021, or via hands raised.  
 
Chair Marquez closed the public comment period.  
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
No reprioritizations were made.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Approval Item 
 
1. Minutes of the July 1, 2021, Meeting 

 

Receive and File 
 
2. Initial Findings for Connect SoCal PEIR Draft Addendum No. 2 

 
3. California Climate Investments (CCI) 2021 Update 

 
A MOTION was made (Espinoza) to approve the Consent Calendar. Motion was SECONDED (Shapiro) 
and passed by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: ANDRADE-STADLER, BEAMAN JACINTO, BUCKNUM, CARRILLO, DERUSE, 
DIXON,ESPINOZA, FERMON, HUPP, KELLY, LEVERE, LEANO, MAGANA, MARQUEZ, 
MARSHALL, MEISTER, MIRANDA, MIRISCH, NAVA, NGUYEN, O’NEIL, PARK, PE, PEREZ, 
POSEY, REYES, SANTA INES, SCHULTZ, SHAPIRO, SHEVLIN, SOBEL, SPEAKE, WARONEK, 
WARREN, WHITE, WU, YOKOYAMA AND ZERUNYAN (38). 

 
NOES: (0) 
 

Packet Pg. 11

mailto:CEHDPublicComment@scag.ca.gov


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT 

 
ABSTAIN: (0) 
  

ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEM 
 
 

4. Subregional Sustainable Communities Strategy Framework and Guidelines 
 
Chair Marquez introduced Sarah Dominguez, SCAG staff, who provided an overview of the law 
guiding SCAG’s development of the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS), also known as Senate 
Bill 375. In preparation of the 2024 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
(RTP/SCS), Ms. Dominguez’ presentation focused on the following framework and guidelines of the 
Subregional Delegation process. Some expectations are listed below: 
 

• All Subregional COGs are encouraged to participate in the SCAG growth and forecasting 

process; 

• Subregional COG notifies SCAG of their intent to participate; 

• SCAG and COG establish memorandum of understanding (MOU); 

• COG participates in SCAG growth and forecasting process; 

• COG proceeds to develop Subregional SCS; 

• SCAG conducts public outreach process; 

• SCAG adopts RTP/SCS and submits SCS to the California Air Resources Board (CARB); and  

• Early Next Steps: Deadline, October 29, 2021; Nov. - Dec. 2021: SCAG/COG staff develop 

MOU, and in Early 2021: COG and SCAG Approve MOU. 

 

Ms. Dominguez responded to the comments and questions expressed by Councilmembers, 

including questions regarding funding concerns with implementing the program; the guidelines and 

modifications process for any potential data changes towards the growth and forecasting data 

submitted by the subregional COGs, and what legal protections might be afforded to the subregions 

regarding their SCS process. Councilmembers also focused on what certainty is included within the 

framework and guidelines and suggested there should be cost sharing negotiated between SCAG 

and the COGs.  

 

Discussion ensued. Sarah Jepson, Planning Director, responded and recommended that staff would 

delay the final approval by the Regional Council that day, and that SCAG staff would continue to 

work on concerns regarding the incorporation of data and in the current draft of the 2024 

Subregional SCS Framework and Guidelines and to further explore potential for cost-sharing.  

 

The comprehensive staff report along with the PowerPoint presentation – Subregional SCS 

Framework and Guidelines, were included in the agenda packet.  
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A MOTION was made (O’Neil) to approve staff’s recommendation as amended: Approve 
recommended action that the Regional Council adopt the Subregional Sustainable Communities 
Strategy Framework and Guidelines for use in the development of the 2024 RTP/SCS but with 
direction to staff to work with the subregional councils of governments to provide greater clarity on 
issues related to data acceptance in the Guidelines and continue to explore cost sharing. Delay 
Regional Council consideration until October to allow additional time for these discussions and 
incorporation of any related revisions into the Subregional Sustainable Communities Strategy 
Framework and Guidelines. Motion was SECONDED (Bucknum) and passed by the following roll call 
vote: 
 
AYES: ANDRADE-STADLER, AVILA, BEAMAN JACINTO, BUCKNUM, CARRILLO, DEVINE, 

DIXON, ESPINOZA, FERMON, FISCH, HUPP, KELLY, LEVERE, LEANO, MAGANA, 
MARQUEZ, MARSHALL, MEISTER, MIRISCH, NAVA, NGUYEN, O’NEIL, PARK, PE, 
PEREZ, POSEY, REYES, SANTA INES, SCHULTZ, SHAPIRO, SHEVLIN, SOBEL, SPEAKE, 
WARREN, WHITE, YOKOYAMA AND ZERUNYAN (37). 

 
NOES: CARROLL, WU (2) 
 
ABSTAIN: (0) 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
5. Regional Growth Forecast Framework and Expert Panel    

 
Chair Marquez introduced Kevin Kane, SCAG staff. Mr. Kane provided background information of 
the 2024 Regional Growth Forecast Framework, including an overview of the demographic and 
economic models used to conduct it. Mr. Kane’s PowerPoint presentation included highlights from 
a Panel of Experts, economic trends, and how the forecast process was developed. 
 
Mr. Kane’s presentation delineated the first steps to developing the 2024 RTP/SCS with focus on the 
framework, and SCAG’s regional and county forecast process, which is primarily driven by 
demographic and economic trends.  
 
Mr. Kane also provided a high-level overview of the Demographic Panel of Experts discussion held 
on August 5-11, 2021, as well as the insights from the 2020 Census redistricting file. He noted that 
the full summary was included in the agenda packet. 
 
Discussion ensued. The Committee requested that SCAG, in future policy discussions, address 
concerns related to economic development, jobs housing balance, climate change policies and 
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planning, and impacts on transportation systems. Additional suggestions focused on the value-
added data that a statewide rental registry could offer, as part of the regional growth forecast 
process. A recommendation to share this information with HCD was also requested.  
 
The comprehensive staff report and presentation – 2024 Regional Growth Forecast Framework, 
were included in the agenda packet.  
  
6. SB 743 Local Implementation – Examples 
 
Chair Marquez asked Michael Gainor, SCAG staff, to moderate today’s discussion and to introduce 
representatives from three partnering agencies who would share their experiences in the local 
implementation of SB 743. SB 743 aims to curtail the generation of GHG emissions in the 
transportation sector though reducing vehicle miles traveled (VMT).  
 
Mr. Gainor provided background information on the updated CEQA guidelines, then introduced the 
panelist: Mr. Christopher Gray, (WRCOG), Mr. Josh Lee, (SBCTA) and Mr. David Somers, (LADOT).  
 
Each panelist shared their experience and provided background information on SB 743, its 
strategies, methodology, VMT mitigation measures, and implementation plans and guidelines, 
within their respective jurisdictions and member agencies. The panelists also responded to 
questions and comments from the Committee members.  
 
In closing, Sarah Jepson, Planning Director, commented on SCAG’s next steps for the CEHD 
Committee, including a developer’s panel to discuss their project approaches to SB 743 
implementation. 
 
Chair Marquez thanked the panelists for their participation and presentations. 
 
The comprehensive staff report was included in the agenda packet.   
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
Chair Marquez welcomed Communities of Concern appointees, Matt LaVere of Ventura County and 
Gabriel Reyes of San Bernardino County, to the CEHD Committee.  
 
STAFF REPORT 
Jonathan Hughes, SCAG staff, announced that the October 7th committee meetings are expected to be 
a remote/hybrid approach and noted that additional details and information to assist in planning will 
be forthcoming and will be provided well in advance of the October meeting. Mr. Hughes announced 
that the 12th Annual Southern California Economic Summit will take place on Thursday, December 2, 
2021, and noted that the Save the Date and additional details are now on SCAG’s website.  
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
There were no future agenda items requested. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
There being no further business, Chair Marquez adjourned the CEHD Committee meeting at 11:25 a.m.  
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Carmen Summers 
Community, Economic and Human Development Committee Clerk 
 
 

 [MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE CEHD COMMITTEE] 
// 
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MEMBERS Representing Jun  Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May
Total Mtgs 

Attended 

To Date

Andrade‐Stadler, Adele Alhambra, District 34 1 1 2

Austin, II, Al Long Beach, GCCOG 0

Avila, David Yucaipa, SBCTA 1 1

Beaman Jacinto, Megan Coachella, District 66 1 1

Boyles, Drew El Segundo, District 40 1 1 2

Bucknum, Wendy Mission Viejo, District 13 1 1 2

Carrillo, Juan Palmdale, District 43 1 1 1 3

Carroll, Michael C. Irvine, District 14 1 1

Clark, Letitia Tustin, District 17 1 1 D 2

De Ruse, Steve La Mirada, District 31 1 A 1 2

Devine, Paula Glendale, District 42 1 1 R 1 3

Dixon, Diane B. Newport Beach, District 15 1 K 1 2

Espinoza, Rose La Habra, OCCOG 1 1 1 3

Fermon, Waymond Indio, CVAG 1 1 2

Finlay, Margaret E. Duarte, District 35 1 1 2

Fisch, Alex Culver City, District 41 1 1 1 3

Henderson, Mark E. Gardena, District 28 1 1 2

Huang, Peggy TCA 1 1 2

Hupp, Cecilia Brea, OCCOG 1 1 1 3

Kelly, Kathleen Palm Desert, District 2 1 1 1 3

LeVere, Matt Ventura County CoC 1 1

Leano, Jed Claremont, SGVCOG 1 1 1 3

Lock Dawson, Patricia Riverside, District 68 1 1

Magana, Marisela Perris, District 69 1 1 1 3

Marquez, Jorge Covina, District 33 1 1 1 3

Marshall, Anni Avalon, GCCOG 1 1

Masiel, Sr., Andrew Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians D 0

Meister, Lauren West Hollywood, WCCOG 1 1 A 1 3

Miranda, Bill Santa Clarita, SFVCOG 1 1 R 1 3

Mirisch, John A. Beverly Hills, Pres. Appt.  1 1 K 1 3

Mitchell, Holly Los Angeles County 0

Nava, George A. ICTC 1 1 2

Nguyen, Kim B. Garden Grove, District 18 1 1 1 3

O'Neil, Trevor Anaheim, District 19 1 1 1 3

Paget, Edward Needles, SBCTA/SBCCOG 1 1 2

Park, Sunny Youngsun Buena Park, OCCOG 1 1 1 3

Pe, Ariel "Ari" Lakewood, GCCOG 1 1 1 3

Perez, Misty Port Hueneme, Pres. Appt.  1 1 1 3

Posey, Mike Huntington Beach, OCCOG 1 1 2

Raman, Nithya Los Angeles, District 51 0

Reyes, Gabriel San Bernardino County CoC 1 1

Richardson, Rex Long Beach, District 29 1 1 2

Santa Ines, Sonny Bellflower, GCCOG 1 1 1 3

Schultz, Nick Burbank, AVCJPA 1 1 2

Shapiro, David J. Calabasas, District 44 1 1 1 3

Shevlin, Becky A. Monrovia, SGVCOG 1 1 1 3

Sobel, Andy Santa Paula, VCOG 1 1 1 3

Speake, Wes Corona, WRCOG 1 1 1 3

Waronek, Mark Lomita, SBCCOG 1 1 D 1 3

Warren, Acquanetta Fontana, SBCTA 1 1 A 1 3

White, Christi Murrieta, WRCOG 1 1 R 1 3

Wu, Tony West Covina, SGVCOG K 1 1

Yokoyama, Frank Aurelio Cerritos, District 23 1 1 1 3

Zerunyan, Frank Rolling Hills Estates, SBCCOG 1 1 1 3

41 36 42

COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

2021‐22

TOTAL ATTENDANCE 
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REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
October 7, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR CEHD, TC AND RC: 
Receive and File 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC: 
Recommend that the Regional Council (RC) adopt a Resolution to approve Addendum No. 2 to the 
Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR, SCH No. 2019011061) 
  
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 2: Advance Southern California’s policy 
interests and planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and 
advocacy.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
Since approval  of  the  2020‐2045  Regional  Transportation  Plan/Sustainable  Communities  
Strategy (2020 RTP/SCS or Connect SoCal)  and certification of the Program Environmental Impact 
Report (State Clearinghouse No. 2019011061) (PEIR) by the SCAG Regional Council (RC), SCAG has 
received requests from several county transportation commissions to amend Connect SoCal to 
reflect additions or changes to project scopes, costs, and/or schedule for a number of 
transportation projects, as well as the addition of some new projects.  Pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), SCAG staff has prepared Addendum No. 2 to the PEIR, which 
analyzes the changes documented in the Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 to the 2020 RTP/SCS 
(Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 or Amendment No. 1). SCAG staff has determined that the 
proposed changes resulting from Amendment No. 1 would not result in a substantial change to 
the region-wide impacts when compared to the certified PEIR with Addendum No. 1. SCAG staff 
also has determined that the projects identified in Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 are 

To: Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) 
Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) 
Transportation Committee (TC) 

Regional Council (RC) 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 

From: Karen Calderon, Associate Regional Planner 
(213) 236-1983, calderon@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: Connect SoCal CEQA Addendum No. 2 to Programmatic Environmental 
Impact Report (State Clearinghouse No. 2019011061) 
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programmatically consistent with the analysis, mitigation measures, and Findings of Fact 
contained in the previously certified PEIR and Addendum No. 1.  
 
An informational copy of draft Addendum No. 2 to the PEIR was provided to EEC for review on 
September 2, 2021. No comments were received. Only one revision was made between the draft 
version, provided to EEC, and the proposed final version. The edit was the addition of a footnote 
to page 4 of the proposed final Addendum No. 2 to the PEIR to clarify how project modifications 
are defined in the Project Description. No other changes to the text, tables, or conclusions were 
made. The proposed final Addendum No. 2 to the PEIR and draft resolution are attached to this 
staff report. SCAG staff recommends that the EEC recommend that the Regional Council adopt a 
Resolution to approve Addendum No. 2 to the Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact 
Report (PEIR). Following EEC’s recommendation, staff will take the proposed final Addendum No. 
2 to the PEIR and Resolution to SCAG’s Regional Council for approval on November 4, 2021.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
At its May 7, 2020, meeting, the RC adopted Connect SoCal for purposes of federal transportation 
conformity only and certified the associated PEIR. At its September 3, 2020, meeting, the RC 
adopted Connect SoCal in its entirety and certified the associated PEIR Addendum No. 1.  On 
October 30, 2020, Connect SoCal was certified by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) for 
compliance with Senate Bill 375, and on June 5, 2020, by the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for compliance with the Federal Clean Air Act 
(transportation conformity). Since that time, SCAG staff received requests from several county 
transportation commissions (CTCs) to amend Connect SoCal to reflect additions or changes to 
project scopes, costs, and/or schedule for a number of critical transportation projects that are 
ready to move forward towards the implementation phase.  
 
Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 consists of 296 project modifications.1 Specific changes include 

149 project modifications to financially constrained RTP/SCS projects, 4 project modifications to 

financially unconstrained RTP/SCS projects, and 143 project modifications to short-term RTP 

projects. A total of 60 projects were added and 31 projects were removed due to project 

cancellation or duplicate entries. With respect to financially constrained and unconstrained RTP/SCS 

projects and modifications to short-term RTP projects, 6 of the projects are within Imperial County, 

111 of the projects are within Los Angeles County, 15 of the projects are within Orange County, 122 

of the projects are within Riverside County, 38 of the projects are within San Bernardino County, 2 

of the projects are within Ventura County, and 2 of the projects spread across multiple counties.  

 
1 The number of project modifications is greater than the total number of projects because a project may have had 

multiple modifications (e.g., a schedule change and cost revision). 
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When an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been certified and the project is modified or 
otherwise changed after certification, additional review may be necessary pursuant to the CEQA.  
The key considerations for determining the need and appropriate type of additional CEQA review 
are outlined in Section 21166 of the Public Resources Code and CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162, 
15163 and 15164.  In general, an addendum is the appropriate form of environmental 
documentation when there are not substantial changes to the project or new information that 
would require major revisions to the EIR. Substantial changes are defined as those which “will 
require major revisions of the previous EIR…due to the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant 
effects.”  An addendum is not required to be circulated for public review. 
 
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 
SCAG staff has conducted a programmatic environmental assessment of the changes to the Connect 
SoCal Project List documented in Amendment No. 1 pursuant to CEQA. The contents of Draft 
Addendum No. 2 are as follows:  
 

• Chapter 1.0, Introduction describes the purpose and scope of this document and the basis 
for the addendum. The introduction includes applicable statutory sections of the Public 
Resources Code and Guidelines.  

• Chapter 2.0, Project Description summarizes the changes to the Connect SoCal Project List.   

• Chapter 3.0, Environmental Analysis discusses the extent to which the changes to the 
Connect SoCal Project List would have effects on the environment as compared to those 
already identified in the PEIR. 

• Chapter 4.0, Comparison of Alternatives discusses the extent to which the changes to the 
Connect SoCal Project List would have effects on the project alternatives previously 
considered in the certified PEIR including the No Project Alternative; Existing Plans-Local 
Input Alternative; and Intensified Land Use Alternative.   

• Chapter 5.0, Other CEQA Considerations discusses the extent to which the changes to the 
Connect SoCal Project List would have effects on the other CEQA considerations previously 
considered in the certified PEIR, including an assessment of growth inducing impacts, 
programmatic level unavoidable impacts, and irreversible impacts. 

• Chapter 6.0, Findings describes the findings of the Addendum. 
 
Summary of Findings:  
Although the new projects identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 were not identified in 
the Connect SoCal PEIR, SCAG has assessed these additional projects at the programmatic level and 
finds that they are consistent with the scope, goals, and policies contained in the Connect SoCal and 
with the analysis and conclusions presented in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR. 
Additionally, modeling results indicate that modifications to the Project List resulted in an overall 
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difference of less than one percent.  See Table 1, below, for a summary of the impacts analyzed in 
draft Addendum No. 2.  
 

TABLE 1: SUMMARY OF IMPACTS FROM CONNECT SOCAL AMENDMENT NO. 1 

Impact Compared to the Certified Connect SoCal PEIR  

Aesthetics Same; no new impacts 

Agriculture and Forestry Resources Same; no new impacts 

Air Quality Same; no new impacts 

Biological Resources Same; no new impacts 

Cultural Resources Same; no new impacts 

Energy Same; no new impacts 

Geology and Soils Same; no new impacts 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions  Same; no new impacts 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials Same; no new impacts 

Hydrology and Water Quality Same; no new impacts 

Land Use and Planning Same; no new impacts 

Mineral Resources Same; no new impacts 

Noise Same; no new impacts 

Population, Housing, and Employment Same; no new impacts 

Public Services Same; no new impacts 

Parks and Recreation Same; no new impacts 

Transportation, Traffic, and Safety Same; no new impacts 

Tribal Cultural Resources Same; no new impacts 

Utilities and Service Systems Same; no new impacts 

Wildfire Same; no new impacts 

Cumulative Impacts Same; no new impacts 

Comparison of Alternatives Same; no new impacts 

Other CEQA Considerations Same; no new impacts 
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SCAG staff has determined that the changes and additions identified above with respect to 
Amendment No. 1 would result in impacts that would fall within the range of impacts already 
identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum No. 1. Therefore, as 
reflected in Addendum No. 2 no substantial physical impacts to the environment beyond those 
already anticipated and documented in the Connect SoCal PEIR are anticipated to result from the 
changes and additions identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1. Further, each project will 
be fully assessed at the project-level by the implementing agency in accordance with CEQA, 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and all applicable regulations. No changes to the 
mitigation measures or alternatives contained in the Connect SoCal PEIR are necessary or proposed. 
The proposed final Addendum No. 2 to the PEIR is attached to this staff report.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
Analysis indicates that the projects identified in Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1 are 
programmatically consistent with the analysis, mitigation measures, and Findings of Fact contained 
in the certified PEIR with Addendum No. 1 and that adoption of the proposed modifications would 
not result in either new significant environmental impacts or substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant impacts in the certified PEIR and Addendum No. 1. Therefore, it is 
determined that a subsequent or supplemental EIR is not required and that Addendum No. 2 to the 
PEIR fulfills the CEQA requirements for Connect SoCal Amendment No. 1.   
 
An informational copy of draft Addendum No. 2 to the PEIR was provided to EEC for review on 
September 2, 2021. No comments were received. Only one revision was made between the draft 
version, provided to EEC for review, and the proposed final version (attached to this staff report). 
The edit was the addition of a footnote to page 4 of the proposed final Addendum No. 2 to the PEIR 
to clarify how project modifications are defined in the Project Description. No other changes to the 
text, tables, or conclusions were made. 
 
NEXT STEPS: 
SCAG staff recommends that the EEC recommend that the RC adopt a Resolution to approve 
Addendum No. 2 to the Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR). Following 
EEC’s recommendation, staff will take the proposed final Addendum No. 2 to the PEIR and 
Resolution to SCAG’s RC for certification on November 4, 2021.  The proposed final Addendum No. 
2 to the PEIR and draft resolution that is proposed for recommendation to the RC are attached to 
this staff report. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Work associated with this item is included in the current Fiscal Year 2021/22 Overall Work Program 
(22-020.0161.04: Environmental Compliance, Coordination & Outreach). 
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1. Draft_Reso_PEIR_Addendum 2 
2. Proposed-Final-Addendum-02-PEIR 
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ATTACHMENT(S): 



 

Page | 1 of 3 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-XXX-X 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  
ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS (SCAG)  

APPROVING ADDENDUM #2 TO THE PREVIOUSLY CERTIFIED 2020-2045 REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN/SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY (2020 RTP/SCS 

OR CONNECT SOCAL) PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (PEIR) 
 

WHEREAS, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 
adopted and certified the Final Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the 
2020-2045 RTP/SCS (SCH # 2019011061) on May 7, 2020, in accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), Cal. Pub. Res. Code Section 21000 et 
seq.; 

 
WHEREAS, when certifying the Final PEIR for the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS PEIR, the 

SCAG Regional Council approved Resolution 20-261-1 which is incorporated herein by 
reference (available at https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-
attachments/resolution-no-20-621-1_connectsocal_peir.pdf?1606004146) to adopt 
Findings, a Statement of Overriding Considerations, and Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program; 

  
WHEREAS, on September 2, 2020, SCAG approved Addendum #1 to the 2020-

2045 RTP/SCS PEIR in accordance with Cal. Pub. Res. Code Section 21166 and CEQA 
Guidelines Sections 15162, 15163, and 15164; 

  
WHEREAS, when approving Addendum #1 to the 2020 RTP/SCS PEIR, the SCAG 

Regional Council approved Resolution 20-624-1; 
  

WHEREAS, since the approval of the Final PEIR and Addendum #1 to the 2020 
RTP/SCS PEIR, staff has received requests from all six county transportation 
commissions in the SCAG region to amend the 2020 RTP/SCS to reflect addition of 
projects or modifications to project scopes, costs, and/or schedules for critical 
transportation projects, as well as the addition of some new projects as specified in 
the proposed Amendment #1 to the 2020 RTP/SCS (“Amendment #1”), in order to 
allow such projects to move forward toward the implementation phase; 

  
 WHEREAS, when an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been certified and 
the project is modified or otherwise changed after certification, then additional CEQA 
review may be necessary; 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(a), an addendum may 

be prepared by the lead agency that prepared the original EIR if some changes or 
additions are necessary, but none of the conditions have occurred set forth under 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 requiring preparation of a subsequent or 
supplemental EIR; 
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WHEREAS, SCAG staff determined and for the reasons set forth in Addendum #1 to the 2020 RTP/SCS 
PEIR, an addendum is the appropriate CEQA document for Amendment #1 because the proposed project 
revisions set forth in Amendment #1 to the 2020 RTP/SCS do not meet the conditions of CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15162 and 15163, for the preparation of a subsequent or supplemental EIR; 

 
WHEREAS, on September 2, 2021, SCAG staff reported to the Energy and Environment Committee 

(EEC) that a draft of Addendum #2 to the 2020 RTP/SCS PEIR was prepared and completed and an informational 
copy of the draft of Addendum #2 was presented to the EEC for review; 

 
WHEREAS, SCAG has finalized Addendum #2 to the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS PEIR, attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by this reference, in order to address the proposed changes to the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS as 
described in Amendment # 1; 

 
WHEREAS, on October 7, 2021, SCAG recommended to the EEC that Addendum #2 to the 2020-2045 

RTP/SCS PEIR be considered for Regional Council approval; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(d), the Regional Council has considered 

Addendum #2 to the 2020 RTP/SCS PEIR prior to making a decision on Amendment #1. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Regional Council of the Southern California Association of 

Governments, that the foregoing recitals are true and correct and incorporated by this reference; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: that the SCAG Regional Council finds as follows: 
 
1. Addendum #2 to the 2020 RTP/SCS PEIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA. 
 
2. The adoption of the proposed revisions set forth in Amendment #1 would not result in either new 

significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects for the reasons described in Addendum #2; such proposed changes in 
Amendment #1 are consistent with the analysis, mitigation measures, and Finding of Facts 
contained in the certified 2020 RTP/SCS PEIR; and thus, a subsequent or supplemental EIR is not 
required and Addendum #2 to the 2020 RTP/SCS PEIR fulfills the requirements of CEQA. 

 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Regional Council of the Southern California Association of 

Governments at its regular meeting this 4th day of November, 2021.  
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Clint Lorimore 
President, SCAG 
Mayor Pro Tem, Eastvale 
 
 
Attested by:  
 
 
 
      
Kome Ajise 
Executive Director 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
 
      

Michael R.W. Houston 
Chief Counsel  
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THE 2020-2045 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN/  
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY OF THE 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

PROPOSED FINAL ADDENDUM #2
TO THE 

PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE #2019011061

PROPOSED FINAL | OCTOBER 7, 2021
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CONNECT SOCAL
Proposed Final 
Addendum #2 to the 
Program Environmental 
Impact Report

1

1.0  INTRODUCTION
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) proposes to amend 
the 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
(“RTP/SCS,” “Connect SoCal” or “Plan”). The RTP is a long-range vision for 
regional transportation investments. Using growth forecasts and economic 
trends, the RTP considers the role of transportation relative to economic 
factors, environmental issues and quality-of-life goals, and provides an 
opportunity to identify transportation strategies today that address mobility 
needs for the future. The RTP is updated every four years to reflect changes in 
economic trends, state and federal requirements, progress made on projects, 
and adjustments for population and jobs. The SCS, pursuant to Senate Bill 
(SB) 375, integrates land use, transportation strategies, and transportation 
investments within the Plan.

The 2020 Connect SoCal Project List (hereafter referred to as “Project List”) 
contains thousands of individual transportation projects that aim to improve 
the region’s mobility and air quality, and revitalize the economy and includes, 
but is not limited to, highway improvements such as mixed flow lanes, 
interchanges, ramps, high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, toll lanes, and 
arterials; transit improvements such as bus, bus rapid transit and various rail 
upgrades; high speed regional transport; and goods movement strategies. 
Although the Connect SoCal has a long-term time horizon under which projects 
are planned and proposed to be implemented, federal and state mandates 
ensure that the Plan is both flexible and responsive in the near term. Therefore, 
Connect SoCal is regarded as both a long-term regional transportation blueprint 
and as a dynamic planning tool subject to ongoing refinement and modification. 

As the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Cal. 
Pub. Res. Code Section 21000 et seq.), SCAG prepared the Final Connect SoCal 
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the Connect SoCal Plan to 
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 2

evaluate the potential environmental impacts associated with implementation of 
Connect SoCal and to identify practical and feasible mitigation measures. 

The Connect SoCal PEIR focuses on a region-wide assessment of existing conditions 
and potential impacts as well as broad policy alternatives and program-wide 
mitigation measures (CEQA Guidelines Section 15168(b)(4)). Pursuant to Section 
15152 of the CEQA Guidelines, subsequent environmental analyses for separate, 
but related, future projects may tier off the analysis contained in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR. The CEQA Guidelines do not require a Program EIR to specifically list 
all subsequent activities that may be within its scope. For large scale planning 
approvals (such as the RTP/SCS), where site-specific EIRs or negative declarations 
will subsequently be prepared for specific projects broadly identified within a 
Program EIR, the site-specific analysis can be deferred until the project level 
environmental document is prepared (Sections 15168 and 15152), provided 
deferral does not prevent adequate identification of significant effects of the 
planning approval at hand. 

The Connect SoCal PEIR was certified on May 7, 2020 by the Regional Council (SCH 
No. 20199011061). SCAG prepared the Connect SoCal PEIR Addendum #1 (PEIR 
Addendum #1) to address technical refinements1 to the growth forecast in relation 
to entitlements and to address two comment letters from the Center of Biological 
Diversity which were received after the public comment period on May 1, 2020 and 
May 6, 2020. Upon evaluation, SCAG found that technical refinements  resulted 
in minimal impacts to Connect SoCal’s performance results and the Plan would 
continue to achieve federal air quality conformity and meet the State’s per-capita 
GHG reduction targets for 2020 and 2035. The Connect SoCal PEIR Addendum #1 
was approved by the SCAG Regional Council on September 3, 2020, along with 
Connect SoCal (SCH No. 20199011061). 

It is important to note that when the Connect SoCal PEIR is referenced in the 
environmental analysis of this document, it also includes all revisions that were part 
of the Connect SoCal PEIR Addendum #1.

1  For a summary of model rerun results and more information regarding Plan refinements for Addendum #1, please 
refer to the September 3, 2020, Regional Council staff report entitled: Final Connect SoCal Technical Refinements.

Since the adoption of Connect SoCal, SCAG has received requests from several 
county transportation commissions to amend the Plan to reflect changes to 
project scopes, costs, and/or schedule for a number of transportation projects, 
as well as the addition of some new transportation projects contained therein 
(proposed Amendment #1 to the Connect SoCal, referred to herein as “Connect 
SoCal Amendment #1”)

This PEIR Addendum #2 has been prepared by SCAG to assess potential 
environmental impacts of the proposed updates and revisions to the Project 
List included in Connect SoCal Amendment #1. This document is prepared as an 
addendum to the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1.

As described in more detail below, an addendum is appropriate because the 
modifications to the Project List would not result in either new significant 
environmental effects or substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects and that the modifications would be consistent with the analysis, 
mitigation measures, alternatives, and Findings of Fact contained in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. Therefore, a Subsequent or Supplemental PEIR 
is not required and this addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR is sufficient.

In summary, PEIR Addendum #2 serves as an informational document to inform 
decision-makers and the public of the potential environmental impacts of Connect 
SoCal Amendment #1 by analyzing the projects and programs on a broad regional 
scale, not at a site-specific level of analysis. This programmatic analysis shows 
that Connect SoCal Amendment #1 would not result in either new significant 
environmental effects or substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects. Site specific analysis will occur as each project is defined and goes 
through individual project-level environmental review.

1.1  BASIS FOR THE ADDENDUM
When an EIR has been certified and the project is modified or otherwise changed 
after certification, additional CEQA review may be necessary. The key considerations 
in determining the need for the appropriate type of additional CEQA review are 
outlined in Section 21166 of the Public Resources Code (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines 
Sections 15162, 15163 and 15164. 
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 3

Specifically, CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a) provides that a Subsequent EIR is not 
required unless the following occurs: 

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major 
revisions of the previous EIR due to the involvement of new significant 
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects; 

2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under 
which the project is undertaken which will require major revisions of the 
previous EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental 
effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects;

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and 
could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence, at the 
time the previous EIR was certified as complete, shows any of the following:

a. The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed 
in the previous EIR;

b. Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe 
than shown in the previous EIR;

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 
would in fact be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects of the project, but the project proponents decline to 
adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different 
from those analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or 
more significant effects on the environment, but the project proponents 
decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

An Addendum to an EIR may be prepared by the Lead Agency that prepared the 
original EIR if some changes or additions are necessary, but none of the conditions 
have occurred requiring preparation of a Subsequent EIR (Section 15164(a)). An 
Addendum must include a brief explanation of the agency’s decision not to prepare 
a Subsequent EIR and be supported by substantial evidence in the record as a 
whole (Section 15164(e)). The Addendum to the EIR need not be circulated for public 

review but it may be included in or attached to the Final EIR (Section 15164(c)). The 
decision-making body must consider the Addendum to the EIR prior to making a 
decision on the project (15164(d)).

An addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR is appropriate to address the proposed 
changes in the Connect SoCal Plan because the proposed updates and revisions do 
not meet the conditions of Section 15162(a) for preparation of a subsequent EIR. 
Neither the proposed new projects or changes to existing projects would result in 
1) substantial changes to Connect SoCal which will require major revisions of the 
Connect SoCal PEIR; 2) substantial changes to the circumstances under which the 
Connect SoCal is being undertaken which will require major revisions in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR; or 3) new information of substantial importance showing significant 
effects not previously examined. 

While the proposed changes to the Project List documented in Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 may arguably represent “new information of substantial 
importance” at the local project-level, these changes are not substantial at the 
regional program-level as analyzed in the Connect SoCal PEIR. More specifically, 
the proposed changes to the Project List documented in Amendment #1 would not 
result in one or more significant effects (at the regional level) not discussed in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR, nor result in a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects disclosed in the Connect SoCal PEIR. Moreover, no 
changes to the mitigation measures or alternatives contained in the Connect SoCal 
PEIR are necessary or being proposed that could trigger additional review regarding 
such measures. Furthermore, as discussed in the Connect SoCal PEIR, the level of 
detail for individual projects on the Project List is generally insufficient to be able 
to analyze local effects. Such analysis is more appropriately undertaken in project-
specific environmental documents prepared by the individual CEQA lead agencies 
proposing each project. 

SCAG has assessed potential environmental effects of the proposed changes to 
the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1, at the regional 
program-level, and finds that the additional and modified projects contained in 
PEIR Addendum #2 are consistent with the region-wide environmental impacts 
analysis, mitigation measures or alternatives, and Findings of Fact discussed in the 
previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1, and do not result 
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 4

in any of the conditions described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(1)(2)(3). For 
these reasons, SCAG has elected to prepare an addendum to the Connect SoCal 
PEIR rather than a Subsequent or Supplemental EIR, and this PEIR Addendum #2 is 
prepared in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15164. 

1.2  PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE ADDENDUM  
TO THE PEIR
SCAG has prepared this Addendum #2 to the Connect SoCal PEIR to demonstrate 
that the proposed changes to the Connect SoCal Project List, contained in Connect 
SoCal Amendment #1, satisfies the requirements contained in Section 15164 of the 
CEQA Guidelines for the use of an Addendum to an EIR. The proposed changes to 
the Project List do not require the preparation of a Subsequent or Supplemental EIR 
pursuant to Sections 15162 and 15163, respectively, of the CEQA Guidelines due to 
the absence of new or substantially more adverse significant impacts than those 
analyzed in the certified EIR.

Addendum #2 to the Connect SoCal PEIR neither controls nor determines 
the ultimate decision for approval for Connect SoCal Amendment #1 and 
the proposed changes to the Project List contained therein. The information 
presented in this Addendum #2 to the Connect SoCal PEIR will be considered 
by SCAG’s decision making body, the Regional Council, prior to deciding on the 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1.

2.0  PROJECT DESCRIPTION
A major component of Connect SoCal is the Project List, which includes thousands 
of individual transportation projects and programs that aim to improve the region’s 
mobility and air quality, and to revitalize our economy. More specifically, the 
Connect SoCal includes approximately 2,500 projects with completion dates spread 
over a 25 year time period (through 2045). 

As part of the RTP/SCS Connect SoCal process, SCAG solicited input from the region’s 
six County Transportation Commissions (CTCs) regarding updates to their individual 
project lists. The types of changes reflected in the updated Project List include: 

 z Project is new and not currently included in the Project List;

 z Connect SoCal Revisions in the Project List include: 

 � Revised description;

 � Revised schedule; and/or

 � Change in total cost;

 z Project is a duplicate and needs to be removed or combined with another 
project in the Project List;

 z Project is no longer being pursued and the CTC has requested its removal 
from the Project List;

Connect SoCal Amendment #1 consists of 296 project modifications.2 Specific 
changes include 149 project modifications to financially constrained RTP/
SCS projects, 4 project modifications to financially unconstrained RTP/SCS 
projects, and 143 project modifications to short-term RTP projects. A total of 60 
projects were added and 31 projects were removed due to project cancellation 
or duplicate entries. 

With respect to financially constrained and unconstrained RTP/SCS projects and 
modifications to short-term RTP projects, 6 of the projects are within Imperial 
County, 111 of the projects are within Los Angeles County, 15 of the projects are 
within Orange County, 122 of the projects are within Riverside County, 38 of the 
projects are within San Bernardino County, 2 of the projects are within Ventura 
County, and 2 of the projects spread across multiple counties. (Project List available 
at: https://scag.ca.gov/post/draft-amendment-1). 

3.0  ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS
The changes described above to the Project List identified in Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 would not result in a substantial change to the region-wide impacts 
programmatically analyzed in the Connect SoCal PEIR. The Connect SoCal PEIR 

2 The number of project modifications is greater than the total number of projects because a project may have had 
multiple modifications (e.g., a schedule change and cost revision).
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 5

broadly identifies several region-wide significant impacts that would result from the 
numerous transportation policies and projects encompassed by Connect SoCal. 

The Connect SoCal PEIR presents analysis at the programmatic level of various 
types of projects, including both modifications to the existing system as well as 
new systems such as new highway and transit facilities, goods movement roadway 
facilities, rail corridors, flyovers, interchanges, and High-Speed Rail. 

Although the new projects identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1 were not 
identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR, SCAG has assessed these additional projects 
at the programmatic level and finds that they are consistent with the scope, goals, 
and policies contained in the Connect SoCal and with the analysis and conclusions 
presented in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR. Modeling results indicate 
that modifications to the Project List resulted in an overall difference of less than 
one percent. Further, each project will be fully assessed at the project-level by the 
implementing agency in accordance with CEQA, National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), and all applicable regulations. 

No changes to the mitigation measures or alternatives contained in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR are necessary or proposed. SCAG has determined that the changes 
and additions identified above would result in impacts that would fall within 
the range of impacts already identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal 
PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. Therefore, no substantial physical impacts to the 
environment beyond those already anticipated and documented in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR are anticipated to result from the changes and additions identified in the 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1.

The environmental analysis provided in this Addendum #2 describes the 
information that was considered in evaluating the questions contained in the 
Environmental Checklist of the State CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G, consistent with 
the Connect SoCal PEIR. Potential region-wide environmental impacts from the 
proposed project changes, documented in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1, as 
compared to those already identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR are summarized in 
TABLE 3-1, Summary of Impacts from Amendment #1.

TABLE 3-1   Summary of Impacts from Amendment #1

Impact Compared to the Certified 
Connect SoCal PEIR

Aesthetics Same; no new impacts

Agriculture and Forestry Resources Same; no new impacts

Air Quality Same; no new impacts

Biological Resources Same; no new impacts

Cultural Resources Same; no new impacts

Energy Same; no new impacts

Geology and Soils Same; no new impacts

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Same; no new impacts

Hazards and Hazardous Materials Same; no new impacts

Hydrology and Water Quality Same; no new impacts

Land Use and Planning Same; no new impacts

Mineral Resources Same; no new impacts

Noise Same; no new impacts

Population, Housing, and Employment Same; no new impacts

Public Services Same; no new impacts

Parks and Recreation Same; no new impacts

Transportation, Traffic, and Safety Same; no new impacts

Tribal Cultural Resources Same; no new impacts

Utilities and Service Systems Same; no new impacts

Wildfire Same; no new impacts

Cumulative Impacts Same; no new impacts

Comparison of Alternatives Same; no new impacts

Other CEQA Considerations Same; no new impacts
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 6

3.1  AESTHETICS
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase in 
the severity of significant impacts to aesthetics beyond those already described in 
the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The Connect 
SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to substantial 
adverse effects on a scenic vista, scenic resources, the existing visual character or 
quality of public views, and creating a new source of substantial light affecting day 
or nighttime views. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with aesthetics (see 
Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.1-26 – 3.1-42). The previous addendum to the Connect 
SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new 
or substantially increased impacts with respect to aesthetics. Similarly, aesthetic 
impacts from the proposed projects included in this Addendum #2 would be 
expected to fall within the range of impacts previously identified in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR and addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Aesthetics Section and previous 
addendum, adequately addresses the range of aesthetic impacts that could result 
from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation of the 
proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment 
#1, would not result in any new significant impacts to aesthetics, or a substantial 
increase in the severity of impacts to aesthetics beyond those programmatically 
addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

3.2  AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to agriculture and forestry resources beyond 
those already described in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR 
Addendum #1. The Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts 

with respect to converting Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland) to non-agricultural use; conflicting with existing 
zoning for agricultural use, a Williamson Act contract,  forest land or timberland 
zoned Timberland Production; losing or converting forest land to non-forest use; 
and changing the existing environment resulting in conversion of Farmland to 
non-agricultural use or forest land to non-forest use. Incorporation of mitigation 
measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts 
associated with agricultural and forestry resources (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 
3.2-21 – 3.1-33). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined 
that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased 
impacts with respect to agriculture and forestry resources. Similarly, agriculture and 
forestry resource impacts from the proposed projects included in this Addendum 
#2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts previously identified in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the Connect SoCal PEIR Agriculture and Forestry Resources Section 
and previous addendum adequately addresses the range of agricultural and 
forestry impacts that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the 
program level. Thus, incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, 
contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new 
significant impacts to agriculture and forestry resources, or a substantial increase 
in the severity of impacts to agriculture and forestry resources beyond those 
programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

3.3  AIR QUALITY
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase in 
the severity of significant impacts to air quality beyond those already identified in 
the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The Connect 
SoCal PEIR identified that implementation of the Connect SoCal would result in 
less than significant impacts with respect to applicable air quality plans and other 
emissions, such as odors. However, the PEIR identified potential significant impacts 

Packet Pg. 33

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

ro
p

o
se

d
-F

in
al

-A
d

d
en

d
u

m
-0

2-
P

E
IR

  (
C

o
n

n
ec

t 
S

o
C

al
 C

E
Q

A
 A

d
d

en
d

u
m

 N
o

. 2
 t

o



Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 7

with respect to air quality standards violations; cumulative net increase of criteria 
pollutants for which the region is non-attainment under federal or state ambient 
air quality standards; and exposure of sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with air quality (see 
Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.3-51 – 3.3-88). The previous addendum to the Connect 
SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or 
substantially increased impacts with respect to air quality. 

As described in the Transportation Conformity Section of the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, the Plan would continue to meet the regional emissions and other 
tests set forth by the federal Transportation Conformity regulations, demonstrating 
the integrity of the State Implementation Plans prepared pursuant to the federal 
Clean Air Act for the non-attainment and maintenance areas in the SCAG region. 

As shown in TABLE 3-2, On-Road Mobile-source Criteria Pollutant Emission By 
County – (2045) vs. Existing Conditions (2019) - Amendment #1, the Plan conditions 
(2045) and existing conditions (base year 2019) of the criteria pollutant emissions 
for the six counties in the SCAG region remain the same with the proposed changes 
to the Project List identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1. Therefore, no 
changes to analyses and air quality findings previously discussed in the certified 
Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum would occur. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR Air Quality Section and 
PEIR Addendum #1 addresses the range of air quality impacts that could result 
from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation of the 
proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment 
#1, would not result in any new significant air quality impacts or a substantial 
increase in the severity of air quality impacts beyond those programmatically 
addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum. 

3.4  BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 

Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to biological resources beyond those already 
identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. 
The Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to 
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status; riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community; State or Federally Protected Wetlands; the 
movement of native resident, migratory fish, wildlife species, corridors, or nursery 
sites; and local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources or approved 
habitat conservation plans. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with biological 
resources (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.4-61 – 3.4-102). The previous addendum 
to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not 
result in new or substantially increased impacts with respect to biological resources. 
Similarly, biological resource impacts from the proposed projects included in this 
Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts previously 
identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level 
mitigation measures, will be conducted by each implementing agency for each 
individual project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum, adequately 
addresses the range of impacts that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment 
#1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project 
List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new 
significant impacts to biological resources, or a substantial increase in the severity 
of impacts to biological resources beyond those programmatically addressed in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum. 

3.5  CULTURAL RESOURCES
 The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to cultural resources beyond those already 
identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The 
Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to historical 
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 8

TABLE 3-2  On-Road Mobile-Source Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions by County - Existing Condition (2019) vs Plan (2045) - Amendment #1

County

(Tons/Day)

ROG NOx CO PM10 PM2.5 SOx

Summer Annual Summer Annual Winter Winter Annual Annual Annual

Imperial

Existing 3 3 6 6 7 19 0.5 0.2 0.0

Plan 2 2 4 4 4 17 0.7 0.3 0.1

Difference (Amendment #1) -1 -1 -2 -2 -2 -2 0.3 0.1 0.0

Previous Difference (PEIR)* -1 -1 -2 -2 -2 -2 0.3 0.1 0.0

Los Angeles

Existing 52 50 88 95 93 397 14.2 6.3 1.1

Plan 22 21 33 35 34 146 13.9 5.7 0.8

Difference (Amendment #1) -30 -29 -55 -60 -59 -251 0.3 -0.6 -0.3

Previous Difference (PEIR) * -30 -29 -55 -60 -59 -251 0.3 -0.6 -0.3

Orange

Existing 15 15 22 23 23 111 4.7 2.1 0.3

Plan 7 7 7 8 8 46 4.7 1.9 0.2

Difference (Amendment #1) -8 -8 -14 -16 -15 -65 0.1 -0.1 -0.1

Previous Difference (PEIR) * -8 -8 -14 -16 -15 -65 0.1 -0.1 -0.1

Riverside 

Existing 14 12 32 34 34 86 3.9 1.7 0.3

Plan 7 6 12 13 13 40 4.7 1.9 0.3

Difference (Amendment #1) -7 -6 -20 -21 -21 -47 0.8 0.2 0.0

Previous Difference (PEIR) * -7 -6 -20 -21 -21 -47 0.8 0.2 0.0

San Bernardino 

Existing 16 14 38 40 39 100 4.1 1.8 0.3

Plan 7 6 18 19 18 43 5.2 2.1 0.3

Difference (Amendment #1) -8 -7 -20 -21 -21 -57 1.1 0.3 0.0

Previous Difference (PEIR) * -8 -7 -20 -21 -21 -57 1.1 0.3 0.0

Ventura

Existing 4 4 6 7 7 30 1.1 0.5 0.1

Plan 1 1 2 2 2 10 1.2 0.5 0.1

Difference (Amendment #1) -3 -3 -4 -5 -5 -20 0.0 0.0 0.0

Previous Difference (PEIR) * -3 -3 -4 -5 -5 -20 0.0 0.0 0.0

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
* PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1 
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 9

or archeological resources and the disturbance of human remains. Incorporation of 
mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant 
impacts associated with cultural resources (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.5-33 – 3.5-
42). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes 
to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased impacts with 
respect to cultural resources. Similarly, cultural resource impacts from the proposed 
projects included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of 
impacts previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Cultural Resources Section and 
previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of cultural resource impacts 
that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, 
incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts to 
cultural resources, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to cultural 
resources beyond those programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR 
and previous addendum.

3.6  ENERGY
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase in 
the severity of significant impacts to energy beyond those already described in the 
previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The Connect SoCal 
PEIR identified less than significant impacts with respect to wasteful, inefficient, 
or unnecessary consumption of energy resources and interference with state or 
local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 
3.6-32 – 3.5-43). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined 
that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased 
impacts with respect to energy. Similarly, energy impacts from the proposed 
projects included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of 
impacts previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum.

TABLE 3-3  SCAG Region Estimated Transportation Fuel Consumption - 
Amendment #1

As shown in TABLE 3-3, SCAG Region Estimated Transportation Fuel Consumption 
– Amendment #1), below, the estimated transportation fuel consumption for the 
SCAG region would remain similar to what was analyzed for the Connect SoCal, with 
a slight reduction to the estimated daily fuel consumption. The 20.3 percentage 
reduction of fuel used compared to existing conditions (base year 2019) would 
remain the same. As such, no new or substantial impacts would occur when 
compared to the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Energy Section and previous 
addendum, adequately addresses the range of energy impacts that could result 
from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation of the 

Year

Fuel Consumed
Percentage 

under
 Existing

Billion  
Gallons  

per Year 

Thousand 
Gallons  
per Day

2019 8.3 22,876 —

2045 Baseline 7.0 19,052 -16.7%

Amendment #1 6.7 18,239 -20.3%

PEIR* 6.7 18,241 -20.3%

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
* PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1 
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 10

proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment 
#1, would not result in any new significant impacts to energy, or a substantial 
increase in the severity of impacts to energy beyond those programmatically 
addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

3.7  GEOLOGY AND SOILS
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to geology and soils beyond those already 
identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. 
The Connect SoCal PEIR identified less than significant impacts with respect to the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving: rupture of a known earthquake fault, seismic 
ground shaking or ground failure (including liquefaction and landslides); geologic 
units or soils that are unstable or expansive; or soils incapable of supporting the 
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. The Connect SoCal 
PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to destruction of a unique 
paleontological resource or site geologic feature. Incorporation of mitigation 
measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts 
associated with geology and soils (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.7-31 – 3.7-51). The 
previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect 
SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased impacts with respect to 
geology and soils. Similarly, geology and soil impacts from the proposed projects 
included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts 
previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Geology and Soils Section and 
previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of geology and soil impacts 
that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, 
incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts to 
geology and soils, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to geology 
and soils beyond those programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR 

and previous addendum. 

3.8  GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions beyond 
those already identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The 
Connect SoCal PEIR identifies two thresholds of significance with respect to GHG 
emissions:  does the Plan (1) generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the environment and  (2) conflict 
with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing 
the emissions of greenhouse gases. The PEIR found that implementation of Connect 
SoCal would result in significant and unavoidable impacts for both thresholds, 
but the Plan complied with SB 375 as it would meet the GHG emissions reduction 
targets determined by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). Incorporation of 
mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant 
impacts associated with GHG emissions (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.8-61 – 3.8-
81). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes 
to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased impacts with 
respect to GHG emissions. Similarly, GHG emissions impacts from the proposed 
projects included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of 
impacts previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

Based on the analysis for the Connect SoCal PEIR, transportation emissions for 
this PEIR Addendum #2 include on-road mobile sources such as light and medium 
duty vehicles, heavy duty trucks, and buses (TABLE 3-4, Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
from On-Road Vehicles in the SCAG Region – Amendment #1) and off-road emission 
sources such as rail, aviation, and ocean going vessels (TABLE 3-5, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions from Off-Road Vehicles in the SCAG Region – Amendment #1). 

Similar to Connect SoCal, Connect SoCal Amendment #1  would result in 
approximately 63.4 million metric tons per year CO2e total GHG emissions 
from on-road vehicles and 10.1 million metric tons per year CO2e from off-road 
vehicles in 2045, as shown in TABLE 3-5 and TABLE 3-6, below. According to 
TABLE 3-6, Greenhouse Gas Emissions from On-Road and Off-Road Sources in 
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 11

TABLE 3-4  Greenhouse Gas Emissions from On-Road Vehicles in the SCAG Region (Million Metric Tons Per Year) - Amendment #1

TABLE 3-5  Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Off-Road Vehicles in the SCAG Region (Million Metric Tons Per Year) - Amendment #1

On-Road Vehicles
2019 Based Year 2045 (Plan)

CO2 CH4 N2O CO2 CH4 N2O

Light and Medium Duty Vehicles 59.46 0.002 0.0009 37.46 0.001 0.0002

Heavy Duty Trucks 15.47 0.000 0.002 24.13 0.001 0.001

Buses 1.50 0.001 0.0002 1.38 0.000 0.0000

On-Road Vehicles (Subtotal) in CO2 76.43 0.004 0.003 62.98 0.002 0.001

On-Road Vehicles (Subtotal) in CO2e* 76.43 0.076 0.919 62.98 0.038 0.356

Total GHG Emissions from on-road vehicles in CO2e (Amendment #1) 77.4 63.4

Previous Total GHG Emissions from on-road vehicles in CO2e (PEIR) ** 77.4 63.4

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
*CO2 was converted to CO2e based on the Global Warming Potential (GWP): http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/inventory/background/gwp.htm
** PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1

Off-Road Vehicles
2019 Based Year 2045 (Plan)

CO2 CH4 N2O CO2 CH4 N2O

Rail 2.16 0.00 0.00 3.86 0.00 0.00

Aviation 3.15 0.00 0.00 1.97 0.00 0.00

Ocean-going Vessel 1.13 0.00 0.00 3.95 0.00 0.00

Other Transportaton Sources (Subtotal) in CO2 6.45 0.00 0.00 9.78 0.00 0.00

Other Transportation Sources (Subtotal) in CO2e* 6.45 0.00 0.49 9.78 0.00 0.29

Total GHG Emissions from off-road vehicles in CO2e (Amendment #1) 6.9 10.1

Previous Total GHG Emissions from off-road vehicles in CO2e (PEIR) ** 6.9 10.1

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
*CO2 was converted to CO2e based on the Global Warming Potential (GWP): http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/inventory/background/gwp.htm
** PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1
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the Transportation Sector in the SCAG Region – Amendment #1, Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 would result in the same 14.9 percent GHG emission reduction 
estimated for Connect SoCal when compared to the 2019 baseline. Therefore, the 
proposed changes from the Connect SoCal Amendment #1 project list would result 
in similar GHG emissions from on road and off road vehicles.

SB 375 requires CARB to develop regional GHG emission reduction targets for cars 
and light-duty trucks for 2020 and 2035 (compared to 2005 emissions) for each of 
the state MPOs on a per capita basis. Each MPO is required to prepare an SCS as 
part of the RTP in order to meet these GHG emissions reduction targets by aligning 
transportation, land use, and housing strategies with respect to SB 375. For SCAG, 
the targets are to reduce per capita GHG emissions by 8 percent below 2005 levels 
by 2020 and 19 percent below 2005 levels by 2035. Determining the per capita CO2 
emissions requires modeling vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by passenger vehicles and 
light trucks that emit CO2 and dividing the number by the total population.

According to TABLE 3-7, SB 375 Analysis – Amendment #1, per capita CO2 emissions 
from cars and light duty trucks (only) from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 would 
remain at 21.3 pounds per day in 2020. Amendment #1 would result in no change 
to the Plan’s 8 percent decrease in per capita CO2 emissions from 2005 to 2020 

and would achieve the 8 percent emissions reduction target by 2020 for the region 
set by SB 375. By 2035, Addendum #2 projects 18.7 pounds per day for per capita 
CO2 emissions from cars and light-duty trucks (only), similar to the Plan’s original 
projection of 18.8 pounds per day for per capita CO2 emissions. Like the Plan, 
this represents a 19 percent decrease in per capita CO2 emissions from 2005 to 
2035. This 19 percent decrease would achieve the 19 percent emissions reduction 
target set by CARB for 2035. CARB has not set per capita GHG emission reduction 
targets for passenger vehicles for the Plan’s horizon year (2045). However, due 
to the projects and policies proposed by SCAG to reduce GHG emissions through 
transit improvements, traffic congestion management, emerging technology, and 
active transportation, the Plan’s GHG emission reduction trajectory is expected to 
meet more aggressive GHG emission reductions by 2045. Additionally, Connect 
SoCal Amendment #1 would not interfere with the reduction strategies provided 
in the SCS, including congestion pricing, mileage-based user fees, and co-
working at strategic locations. By meeting the SB 375 targets for 2020 and 2035, 
implementation of Connect SoCal Amendment #1 would continue to achieve SB 375 
per capita GHG reduction targets for the SCAG region.

Furthermore, Amendment #1 would result in the same GHG reduction trajectory 

TABLE 3-6  Greenhouse Gas Emissions from On-Road and Off-Road Sources in the Transportation Sector in the SCAG Region - Amendment #1

2019 Based Year 2045 (Plan)**

Total GHG Emissions from on-road vehicles in CO2e* 77.4 63.4

Total GHG Emissions from other transportation sources in CO2e 6.9 10.1

All Transportation Sector (On-Road and Off-Road Vehicles) in CO2e 84.4 73.4

Amendment #1 vs. 2019 Base Year -14.9%

PEIR** vs. 2019 Base Year -14.9%

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
*CO2 was converted to CO2e based on the Global Warming Potential (GWP): http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/inventory/background/gwp.htm
** PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 13

as the original Plan and would not conflict with the State’s long term GHG 
emission reduction goals. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Greenhouse Gas Emissions Section 
and previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of GHG emission 
impacts that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. 
Thus, incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts 
to GHG emissions, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to GHG 
emissions beyond those programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR 
and previous addendum.

3.9  HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to hazards and hazardous materials beyond 
those already identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR 
Addendum #1. The Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with 
respect to the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials; reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials; emission or handling hazardous materials within one-quarter mile of 
a school; be located on a hazardous materials site pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5; result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or 
working within two miles of a public airport; interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan; or expose people or structures to 
a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires. Incorporation of 
mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant 
impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials (see Connect SoCal PEIR 
pp. 3.9-39 – 3.9-60). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined 
that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased 
impacts with respect to hazards and hazardous materials. Similarly, hazards and 
hazardous material impacts from the proposed projects included in this Addendum 
#2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts previously identified in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Section and previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of hazard impacts 
that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, 
incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect 
SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts to hazards 
and hazardous materials, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to 
hazards and hazardous materials beyond those programmatically addressed in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

TABLE 3-7  SB 375 Analysis - Amendment #1

2005 
(Baseline)

2020 
(Plan)

2035 
(Plan)

Resident population (per 1,000) 17,161 19,194 21,109

CO2 emissions (per 1,000 tons) 204.0* 204.5** 197.6***

Per capita emissions (pounds/day) 23.8 21.3 18.7

% difference from Amendment #1 (2020) to Baseline (2005) –8%****

% difference from Amendment #1 (2035) to Baseline (2005) –19%****

Previous % difference from Plan (2020) to Baseline (2005) –8%****

Previous % difference from Plan (2035) to Baseline (2005) –19%****

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
* Based on EMFAC2007
** Based on EMFAC2014
*** Included off-model adjustments for 2035
**** Included EMFAC Adjustment
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3.10  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to hydrology and water quality beyond those 
already identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum 
#1. The Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to 
water quality standards waste discharge requirements, and groundwater quality; 
groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge; 
existing drainage patterns of the area; runoff water that would exceed the capacity 
of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or providing substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff; risk of flood hazard, tsunami, or seiches; and 
conflict with a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management 
plan. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR 
would alleviate significant impacts associated with hydrology and water quality 
(see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.10-52 – 3.10-72). The previous addendum to the 
Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not result 
in new or substantially increased impacts with respect to hydrology and water 
quality. Similarly, hydrology and water quality impacts from the proposed projects 
included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts 
previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Hydrology and Water Quality Section 
and previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of hydrology and water 
quality impacts that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program 
level. Thus, incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in 
the Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts 
to hydrology and water quality, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts 
to hydrology and water quality beyond those programmatically addressed in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum. 

3.11  LAND USE AND PLANNING
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase in 
the severity of significant impacts to land use and planning beyond those already 
identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The 
Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to physically 
dividing an established community and land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted 
for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. Incorporation of 
mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant 
impacts associated with land use and planning (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.11-
40 – 3.11-56). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined 
that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased 
impacts with respect to land use and planning. Similarly, land use and planning 
impacts from the proposed projects included in this Addendum #2 would be 
expected to fall within the range of impacts previously identified in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR and addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Land Use and Planning Section and 
previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of impacts that could result 
from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation 
of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts to land use and 
planning, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to land use and 
planning beyond those programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR 
and previous addendum.

3.12  MINERAL RESOURCES
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to mineral resources beyond those already 
identified in the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The 
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Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to the loss 
of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and 
the residents of the state and the loss of availability of a locally important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other 
land use plan. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal 
PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with mineral resources (see 
Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.12-8 – 3.12-13). The previous addendum to the Connect 
SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or 
substantially increased impacts with respect to mineral resources. Similarly, mineral 
resource impacts from the proposed projects included in this Addendum #2 would 
be expected to fall within the range of impacts previously identified in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR and addendum.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Minerals Section and previous 
addendum, adequately addresses the range of mineral resource impacts that 
could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, 
incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts to 
mineral resources, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to mineral 
resources beyond those programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR 
and previous addendum.

3.13  NOISE
 The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase in 
the severity of significant impacts to noise beyond those already identified in the 
previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The Connect SoCal 
PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to ambient noise levels, 
groundborne vibration or noise levels, and exposure to excessive noise levels near 
airports. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR 
would alleviate significant impacts associated with noise impacts (see Connect SoCal 
PEIR pp. 3.13-33 – 3.13-51). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR 

determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially 
increased impacts with respect to noise. Similarly, noise impacts from the proposed 
projects included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of 
impacts previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Noise Section and previous 
addendum, adequately addresses the range of noise impacts that could result from 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation of the 
proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment 
#1, would not result in any new significant impacts to noise, or a substantial increase 
in the severity of impacts to noise beyond those programmatically addressed in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

3.14  POPULATION, HOUSING AND EMPLOYMENT
 The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to population, housing, and employment 
beyond those already identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum 
#1. The Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect 
to unplanned population growth and displacement of substantial numbers of 
existing people or housing. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with population, 
housing, and employment (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.14-21 – 3.14-31). The 
previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect 
SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased impacts with respect 
to population, housing, and employment. Similarly, population, housing, and 
employment impacts from the proposed projects included in this Addendum #2 
would be expected to fall within the range of impacts previously identified in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 
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The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Population, Housing, and 
Employment Section and previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of 
population, housing, and employment impacts that could result from Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation of the proposed changes 
to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result 
in any new significant impacts or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to 
population, housing, and employment beyond those programmatically addressed in 
the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

3.15  PUBLIC SERVICES
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to public services beyond those already 
identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The Connect SoCal 
PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to fire, police, school, and 
library facilities and service ratios. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified 
in the Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with 
public services (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.15.1-15 – 3.15.4-6). The previous 
addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect SoCal 
would not result in new or substantially increased impacts with respect to public 
services. Similarly, public service impacts from the proposed projects included in 
this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts previously 
identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Public Services Section and previous 
addendum, adequately addresses the range of public services impacts that could 
result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation 
of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts to public services, 
or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to public services beyond those 
programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

3.16  RECREATION
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase in 
the severity of significant impacts to recreation beyond those already identified 
in the Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The Connect SoCal PEIR 
identified potential significant impacts with respect to existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational facilities, park facilities, and service ratios. 
Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR would 
alleviate significant impacts associated with recreation (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 
3.16-22 – 3.16-30). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined 
that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased 
impacts with respect to recreation. Similarly, recreation impacts from the proposed 
projects included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of 
impacts previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Recreation Section and previous 
addendum, adequately addresses the range of recreation impacts that could result 
from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation of the 
proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment 
#1, would not result in any new significant impacts to recreation, or a substantial 
increase in the severity of impacts to recreation beyond those programmatically 
addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

3.17  TRANSPORTATION, TRAFFIC, AND SAFETY
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase in 
the severity of significant impacts to transportation, traffic, and security beyond 
those already identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The 
Connect SoCal PEIR utilized data from the Regional Travel Demand Model to present 
a regional analysis for the impacts of the Connect SoCal PEIR on transportation. 
The Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to: 
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programs, plans, ordinances or policies addressing the circulation system; CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3(b) including per capita Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT); 
hazards due to geometric design feature; inadequate emergency access; and 
emergency response or evacuation plans. Incorporation of mitigation measures 
identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated 
with transportation, traffic, and safety impacts (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.17-
47 – 3.17-79). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined 
that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially increased 
impacts with respect to transportation, traffic, and safety. Similarly, transportation, 
traffic, and safety impacts from the proposed projects included in this Addendum 
#2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts previously identified in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As shown in TABLE 3-8 Daily Vehicle Miles Traveled in 2019 and 2045 – Amendment 
#1 and TABLE 3-9 VMT Per Capita by County – Amendment #1, Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 would result in similar daily vehicle miles traveled and vehicle miles 

traveled per capita throughout the SCAG region as previously disclosed in the PEIR. 
TABLE 3-10 Total Daily Hours of Delay in 2019 and 2045 – Amendment #1 and 
TABLE 3-11 Percentage of PM Peak Period Work Trips Completed within 45 Minutes 
– Amendment #1 indicate that there would be a slight increase in total hours of 
delay in 2045 and in the percentage of work trips of less than 45 minutes as a result 
of the Project List changes identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1. TABLE 
3-12 Percentage of Mode Share on Transit and Active Transportation – Amendment 
#1 indicates that minimal overall increase to the percentage of mode share on 
transit and active transportation would occur. As such, project changes are not 
expected to result in any new or substantial impacts when compared to the certified 
Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendums. Therefore, no changes to analyses 
and transportation findings previously discussed in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR 
and previous addendum would occur. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

TABLE 3-8  Daily Vehicle Miles Traveled in 2019 and 2045 - Amendment #1

County
In Thousands

2019 Base Year 2045 No Project 2045 Plan

Imperial 7,000 11,000 11,000

Los Angeles 231,000 253,000 239,000

Orange 79,000 85,000 83,000

Riverside 61,000 80,000 77,000

San Bernardino 63,000 85,000 81,000

Ventura 19,000 21,000 20,000

SCAG Total (Amendment #1) 460,000 536,000 511,000

Previous SCAG Total (PEIR) * 460,000 536,000 511,000

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Numbers are rounded to nearest thousand.
* PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 18

TABLE 3-9  VMT Per Capita by County - Amendment #1

Table 3-10  Total Daily Hours of Delay in 2019

County
Light/Medium Duty Vehicles All Vehicles

2019 2045 2019 2045

Imperial 29.69  32.36 35.01 40.95

Los Angeles 21.47  19.22 22.77 20.85

Orange 23.59  22.31 24.73 23.83

Riverside 22.29  20.59 24.95 23.91

San Bernardino 25.34  24.30 28.82 29.34

Ventura 21.30  19.51 22.44 21.10

Regional (Amendment #1) 22.45  20.72 24.18 23.09

Regional (PEIR) * 22.45 20.72 24.18 23.10

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
* PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1

County 2019 Base Year 2045 No Project 2045 Plan

Imperial 9,529 38,571 26,392

Los Angeles 1,685,849 2,048,956 1,588,653

Orange 438,551 546,434 393,755

Riverside 167,164 373,426 240,648

San Bernardino 151,356 320,519 198,871

Ventura 54,696 76,854 43,198

Regional (Amendment #1) 2,507,144 3,404,759 2,491,517

Regional (PEIR) * 2,507,144 3,404,759 2,478,305

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
* PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1
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TABLE 3-11  Percentage of PM Peak Period Work Trips Completed Within 45 MInutes - Amendment #1

County 2019 Base Year 2045 No Project 2045 Plan

AUTOS –SINGLE OCCUPANCY VEHICLES

Imperial 93.54% 91.72% 91.24%

Los Angeles 79.50% 80.06% 86.01%

Orange 84.97% 86.08% 89.51%

Riverside 71.88% 73.97% 81.26%

San Bernardino 72.18% 74.67% 79.80%

Ventura 81.04% 83.49% 86.37%

Region 79.14% 80.09% 85.34%

AUTOS – HIGH OCCUPANCY VEHICLES

Imperial 94.93% 92.13% 90.97%

Los Angeles 79.09% 78.09% 82.92%

Orange 85.89% 84.67% 88.78%

Riverside 71.00% 70.68% 79.72%

San Bernardino 73.76% 73.31% 80.11%

Ventura 83.70% 84.30% 88.38%

Region 79.45% 78.33% 83.76%

TRANSIT

Imperial 66.67% 59.39% 65.19%

Los Angeles 43.62% 42.58% 44.48%

Orange 60.03% 62.18% 57.88%

Riverside 69.74% 69.88% 65.57%

San Bernardino 67.06% 68.58% 61.88%

Ventura 67.91% 63.13% 64.03%

Region (Amendment #1) 47.25% 46.68% 47.06%

Region (PEIR) * 47.25% 46.68% 47.04%

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
* PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 20

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Transportation, Traffic, and Safety 
Section and previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of GHG emission 
impacts that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. 
Thus, incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts to 
transportation, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts beyond those 
programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

3.18  TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to tribal resources beyond those already 
identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The Connect SoCal 
PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to tribal cultural resources 
defined in Public Resources Code section 21074. SCAG met the requirements of AB 
52 by performing the requisite tribal consultation as documented in Appendix 3.5 

of the PEIR. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect SoCal 
PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with tribal cultural resources 
(see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.18-18 – 3.18-21). The previous addendum to the 
Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not result 
in new or substantially increased impacts with respect to tribal cultural resources. 
Similarly, tribal cultural resource impacts from the proposed projects included in 
this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts previously 
identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Tribal Cultural Resources Section 
and previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of tribal cultural resource 
impacts that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program 
level. Thus, incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained 
in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant 

TABLE 3-12  Percentage of Mode Share on Transit and Active Transportation - Amendment #1

Mode Share 2019 2045 No Project 2045 Plan

Walk 7.8 7.7 8.6

Bike 1.4 1.6 2.1

Transit 2.0 2.4 3.8

Total (Amendment #1) 11.2 11.8 14.5

Previous Total (PEIR) * 11.2 11.8 14.4

Total (Original Plan) 14.0 14.4 18.9

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
* PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1
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impacts, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to tribal cultural 
resources beyond those programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal PEIR 
and previous addendum. 

3.19  UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to utilities and service systems beyond 
those already identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. 
The Connect SoCal PEIR identified potential significant impacts with respect to 
generating solid waste in excess of state or local standards or infrastructure 
capacity; nonattainment of solid waste reduction goals, or federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and regulations; result in new or expanded 
wastewater treatment or storm drainage facilities or water facilities, which could 

cause significant environmental effects; and inadequate wastewater or water 
supply capacity. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with utilities and service 
systems (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.19.1-12 – 3.19.3-25). The previous addendum 
to the Connect SoCal PEIR determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not 
result in new or substantially increased impacts with respect to utilities and service 
systems. Similarly, utilities and service systems impacts from the proposed projects 
included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within the range of impacts 
previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As indicated by TABLE 3-13, 2045 Plan Lane Miles by County (PM Peak Network) 
- Amendment #1 minimal changes to lane miles would occur as a result of the 
proposed changes to the Project List identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1. 
These changes are minor and would not substantially increase impervious surfaces.

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 

TABLE 3-13  2045 Plan Lane Miles by County (PM Peak Network) - Amendment #1

County Freeway 
(Mixed-Flow) Toll* Truck Expressway/ 

Parkway
Principal 
Arterial

Minor 
Arterial Collector Freeway 

(HOV) Ramp Total 
(All Facilities) 

Imperial 417 - - 323 315 595 2,463 - 38 4,151

Los Angeles 4,801 354 153 6 8,462 9,066 6,957 380 946 31,125

Orange 1,424 565 16 4 3,844 3,104 1,088 244 379 10,666

Riverside 1,871 269 13 121 1,509 3,596 5,723 45 361 13,510

San Bernardino 2,604 279 55 256 2,075 4,665 6,796 138 350 17,217

Ventura 568 - - - 861 1,007 1,059 60 123 3,677

Total (Amendment #1) 11,684 1,467 237 710 17,066 22,033 24,086 866 2,197 80,346

Previous Total (PEIR) * 11,676 1,464 237 710 17,097 22,034 24,059 866 2,195 80,339

SOURCE: SCAG Transportation Modeling, 2020 and 2021. NOTE: Calculations may be rounded. 
* PEIR calculations include the original Final PEIR and the PEIR Addendum #1
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Proposed Final Addendum #2 to the PEIRConnect SoCal 22

measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Utilities and Service Systems 
Section and previous addendum, adequately addresses the range of utility impacts 
that could result from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, 
incorporation of the proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect 
SoCal Amendment #1, would not result in any new significant impacts to utilities and 
service systems, or a substantial increase in the severity of impacts to utilities and 
service systems beyond those programmatically addressed in the Connect SoCal 
PEIR and previous addendum.

3.20  WILDFIRE
The proposed changes to the Project List, identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1, are not expected to result in any new or a substantial increase 
in the severity of significant impacts to wildfire beyond those already identified in 
the Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1. The Connect SoCal PEIR identified 
potential significant impacts with respect to pollutant concentrations or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire or a significant risk of loss, injury or death; the 
installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure that may exacerbate fire 
risks or impact the environment; and significant risks, including downslope or 
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope stability, or 
drainage changes. Incorporation of mitigation measures identified in the Connect 
SoCal PEIR would alleviate significant impacts associated with wildfire (see Connect 
SoCal PEIR pp. 3.20-24 – 3.20-32). The previous addendum to the Connect SoCal PEIR 
determined that changes to Connect SoCal would not result in new or substantially 
increased impacts with respect to wildfire. Similarly, wildfire impacts from the 
proposed projects included in this Addendum #2 would be expected to fall within 
the range of impacts previously identified in the Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum. 

As noted in the PEIR, detailed project-level analysis, including project level mitigation 
measures, will be conducted by the implementing agency of each project. 

The analysis in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR Wildfire Section and previous 
addendum, adequately addresses the range of wildfire impacts that could result 
from Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the program level. Thus, incorporation of the 

proposed changes to the Project List, contained in the Connect SoCal Amendment 
#1, would not result in any new significant impacts, or a substantial increase in the 
severity of impacts to wildfire beyond those programmatically addressed in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum. 

3.21  CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
The proposed changes to the Project List identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 would not significantly change the scope of the discussion 
presented in the Cumulative Impacts Chapter of the Connect SoCal PEIR, which 
includes an assessment of programmatic level unavoidable cumulative impacts (see 
Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 3.21-1 – 3.21-14). Cumulative impacts from inclusion of the 
proposed changes to the Project List identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment 
#1 are reasonably covered by the cumulatively impacts previously discussed in the 
certified Connect SoCal PEIR. 

At the programmatic level, any region-wide cumulative impacts from the proposed 
projects (as revised by the Connect SoCal Amendment #1) are expected to be 
approximately equivalent to those previously disclosed in the Connect SoCal PEIR. 
Overall, the proposed changes to the Project List presented in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 are within the scope of the broad, programmatic-level region-
wide impacts identified and disclosed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous PEIR 
Addendum #1. Thus, the Connect SoCal Amendment #1 would not be expected to 
result in any new cumulative impacts that have not been analyzed in the previous 
Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum, or cumulative impacts that are considerably 
different from or inconsistent with those already analyzed in the previous Connect 
SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

4.0  COMPARISON OF ALTERNATIVES
The proposed changes to the Project List identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 would not significantly change the comparison of alternatives 
in the Connect SoCal PEIR. Potential impacts from the proposed changes to the 
Project List are anticipated to be within the scope of the programmatic-level 
comparison among the alternatives already considered in the Connect SoCal PEIR: 
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1) No Project Alternative; 2) Existing Plans-Local Input Alternative; and 3) Intensified 
Land Use Alternative. 

The Alternatives Chapter of the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR adequately 
address the range of alternatives to the proposed projects at the programmatic 
level. As referenced in the previous addendum, no changes to the alternatives 
occurred as a result of PEIR Amendment #1. Incorporation of the proposed projects 
identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1 would not require comparison 
of any new alternatives or alternatives which are considerably different from or 
inconsistent with those already analyzed in the Connect SoCal PEIR. Therefore, no 
further comparison is required at the programmatic level.

5.0  OTHER CEQA CONSIDERATIONS
The proposed changes to the Project List identified in the Connect SoCal 
Amendment #1 would not significantly change the scope of the discussion 
presented in the Other CEQA Considerations Chapter of the Connect SoCal PEIR, 
which includes an assessment of growth inducing impacts, programmatic level 
unavoidable impacts, and irreversible impacts (see Connect SoCal PEIR pp. 5.0-
1 – 5.0-12). Unavoidable and irreversible impacts from inclusion of the proposed 
changes to the Project List identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1 are 
reasonably covered by the unavoidable and irreversible impacts previously 
discussed in the certified Connect SoCal PEIR. 

At the programmatic level, any region-wide growth inducing impacts from the 
proposed projects (as revised by the Connect SoCal Amendment #1) are expected 
to be approximately equivalent to those previously disclosed in the Connect SoCal 
PEIR. Overall, the proposed changes to the Project List presented in the Connect 
SoCal Amendment #1 are within the scope of the broad, programmatic-level region-
wide impacts identified and disclosed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous PEIR 
Addendum #1. Thus, the Connect SoCal Amendment #1 would not be expected 
to result in any new CEQA impacts that have not been analyzed in the previous 
Connect SoCal PEIR and addendum, or any long-term impacts that are considerably 
different from or inconsistent with those already analyzed in the previous Connect 
SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.

6.0  FINDINGS
After completing a programmatic environmental assessment of the proposed 
changes described herein to the Project List and when compared to the previously 
certified Connect SoCal PEIR and PEIR Addendum #1, SCAG finds that the proposed 
changes identified in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1 would not result in either 
new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity 
of any previously identified significant effect.  The proposed changes are not 
substantial changes on a regional level as those have already been adequately and 
appropriately analyzed in the Connect SoCal PEIR and previous addendum.  The 
proposed changes to the Project List do not require revisions to the programmatic, 
region-wide analysis presented in the previously certified Connect SoCal 
PEIR and addendum.  

Further, SCAG finds that the proposed changes to the Project List identified 
in the Connect SoCal Amendment #1 does not require any new mitigation 
measures or alternatives previously unidentified in the Connect SoCal PEIR, or 
significantly affect mitigation measures or alternatives already disclosed in the 
Connect SoCal PEIR.   As such, SCAG has assessed the proposed changes to the 
Project List included in Connect SoCal Amendment #1 at the programmatic level 
and finds that inclusion of the proposed changes would be within the range of, 
and consistent with the findings of impacts analysis, mitigation measures, and 
alternatives contained in the Connect SoCal PEIR, as well as the Findings of Fact 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations made in connection with the Connect 
SoCal.  Therefore, a Subsequent or Supplemental EIR is not required, and SCAG 
concludes that this Addendum to the previously certified Connect SoCal PEIR fulfills 
the requirements of CEQA. 
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REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
October 7, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR CEHD, TC AND RC:   
Receive and File. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC:   
Information Only – No Action Required. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 2: Advance Southern California’s policy 
interests and planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and 
advocacy.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
In July 2020 SCAG’s Regional Council adopted Resolution No. 20-623-2, affirming its commitment 
to advancing justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion throughout Southern California.  The Regional 
Council subsequently adopted the Racial Equity Early Action Plan (EAP) in May 2021 outlining 
goals, strategies, and actions to advance its commitments.  SCAG’s Environmental Justice (EJ) 
Program, which is guided by the policy direction of the Energy & Environment Committee, plays a 
central role in advancing two of the primary goals of the EAP which are to: 1) center racial equity 
in regional policy and planning and bring equity into SCAG’s regional planning functions, and 2) 
encourage racial equity in local planning practices by promoting racial equity in efforts involving 
local elected officials and planning professionals.   
 
This staff report and presentation are intended to lay the foundation for future policy discussions 
on advancing the EAP goals through enhancement of SCAG’s EJ policies, analysis and programs as 
part of the development of the 2024 Connect SoCal—SCAG’s Regional Transportation Plan and 
Sustainable Communities Strategy, its Environmental Justice Technical Report, and other related 
efforts. 

To: Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) 
Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) 
Transportation Committee (TC) 

Regional Council (RC) 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 

From: Anita Au, Senior Regional Planner 
(213) 236-1874, au@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: Environmental Justice/Communities of Concern Update 
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REPORT 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The concept of environmental justice (EJ) is about public outreach, engagement, early and 
meaningful participation of EJ communities in decision making process, and equal and fair access to 
a healthy environment with the goal of protecting minority and low-income communities from 
incurring disproportionately adverse environmental impacts. The consideration of EJ in the 
transportation process stems from Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,1 and further enhanced by 
Executive Order 128982 which establishes the need for transportation agencies to disclose to the 
general public the benefits and burdens of proposed projects on minority and low-income 
populations. Executive Order 12898 (1994) amplified Title VI by providing protections based on 
income in addition to race and ordered all federal agencies to consider environmental justice during 
the planning and decision-making process for all federally funded projects. Minority and low-
income populations have historically and continue to face disadvantage and underinvestment due 
to their background and socioeconomic status. According to SCAG’s Racial Equity: Baseline 
Conditions Report, published in March 2021, people of color currently comprise about 70 percent of 
the region’s population and are expected to make up an even larger share by 2045, when people of 
color will comprise nearly 80 percent of the population. However, the highest rates of poverty are 
experienced by Black (22 percent), Native American (19 percent) and Hispanic (Latino) (19 percent) 
communities. In addition, there is a disproportionate burden of poverty on people of color relative 
to their white counterparts with 41 percent of people of color living in poverty across the region 
and the percentage of residents that fall under the two hundred percent (200%) federal poverty 
level3 is significantly higher in every county for people of color than for white populations.  
 
As a MPO that receives federal funding, SCAG is required to conduct early and meaningful outreach 
with EJ communities and an EJ analysis for its regional transportation plans. In addition to federal 
requirements, SCAG must also comply with California Government Code Section 111354 which 

 
1 Title VI states that “No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin, be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or 
activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” 
2 Federal Actions To Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, February 
11, 1994.  https://www.archives.gov/files/federal-register/executive-orders/pdf/12898.pdf 
3 The Federal Poverty Level (FPL) is a measurement of the minimum amount of annual income that is needed for 
individuals and families to pay for essentials, such as room and board, clothes, and transportation. The FPL takes 
into account the number of people in a household, their income, and the state in which they live. The percentage 
of the population living below the indicated federal poverty threshold based on their family income, size, and 
composition. The federal poverty threshold in 2017 for a family of four with two children was about $25,000 per 
year (thus, 200% of the federal poverty threshold was about $50,000). In California, 200% of the federal poverty 
line was $52,400 for a family of four. (PolicyLink, USC Equity Research Institute n.d.) (Covered California, Medi-Cal 
2021) 
4 California Government Code Section 11135 states “no person in the State of California shall, on the basis of race, 
national origin, ethnic group identification, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, color, or disability, be unlawfully 
denied full and equal access to the benefits of, or be unlawfully subjected to discrimination under, any program or 
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mandates fair treatment of all individuals for all state-funded programs and activities. To comply 
with the federal and state regulations, SCAG has conducted extensive outreach and robust EJ 
analyses on various populations using a plethora of performance indicators to ensure that if 
disproportionately adverse environmental impacts on vulnerable, or EJ populations are identified, 
SCAG proposes mitigation measures or considers alternative approaches. 
 
Defining Vulnerable, or EJ Populations  
The most recently adopted regional transportation plan’s (2020 Connect SoCal or the Plan) 
Environmental Justice Technical Report analyzed potential impacts of the Plan on vulnerable 
populations and examined historical trends related to EJ throughout the region. Per federal and 
state requirements, the technical analysis focused on minority populations and low-income 
households. Executive Order 12898, U.S. Department of Transportation, and Federal Highway 
Administration Orders on EJ define “minority” as persons belonging to any of the following groups, 
as well as “other” categories that are based on the self-identification of individuals in the Census: 
African American, Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and Native American and Alaskan Native.  
 
The poverty classification is a federally established income guideline used to define persons who 
are economically disadvantaged as outlined by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
guidelines. The poverty level applicable to the SCAG region is chosen based on regional average 
household size for a given census year. In 2016, a family of three earning less than $19,105 was 
classified as living in poverty (U.S. Census Bureau; Historical Poverty Thresholds; Retrieved from U.S. 
Census Bureau website). In addition to minority and low-income populations, SCAG also included 
some analysis on other vulnerable populations like young children (ages 4 and under), seniors (ages 
65 and above), disabled/mobility limited individuals, non-English speakers, individuals without a 
high school diploma, foreign born population and households without a vehicle.  
 
Defining Vulnerable, or EJ Communities 
To determine if there are disproportionate high and adverse impacts on vulnerable, or EJ 
communities, SCAG focused on three specific areas:  
 

(1) Environmental Justice Areas (EJAs) which are Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZs) (similar 
to census track block groups) that have a higher concentration of minority population or 
low-income households than is seen in the region as a whole (the inclusion of this 
geography fulfills SCAG’s Title VI requirements and other state and federal EJ guidelines; 
map provided in Attachment 1); 

(2) Senate Bill 535 Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) which are Census tracts that have been 
identified by the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) as DACs based on 
the requirements set forth in SB 535, which seek to identify areas disproportionately 

 
activity that is conducted, operated, or administered by the state or by any state agency that is funded directly by 
the state, or receives any financial assistance from the state.” 
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burdened by and vulnerable to multiple sources of pollution (map provided in Attachment 
2); and 

(3) Communities of Concern (COC) which are Census Designated Places (CDP) and the City of 
Los Angeles Community Planning Areas (CPA) that fall in the upper one-third of all 
communities in the SCAG region for having the highest concentration of minority population 
and low-income households (map provided in Attachment 3). 

 
It is worth noting that while across the SCAG region as a whole, approximately 15% of households 
report incomes below the poverty rate, in Communities of Concern more than 24% of households 
live in poverty. People of color are far more likely to live in Communities of Concern, where on 
average 92% of the population are minorities. Additionally, these communities experience higher 
rates of exposure to a wide range of environmental hazards than the region as a whole, including 
PM 2.5 concentrations in air, elevated levels of drinking water contaminants, higher traffic density, 
elevated diesel particulate matter emissions, increase groundwater threats, prevalence of toxic 
cleanup sites, impaired water bodies, locations of hazardous waste facilities and generators, and 
ozone concentrations. 
 
Evaluating Connect SoCal Impacts 
Building on the success of previous Plan EJ analyses, SCAG identified 18 performance indicators in 
the 2020 Connect SoCal to conduct analyses of existing and future social and environmental equity 
in the region. These 18 performance indicators have evolved and been refined over the past few 
Plan cycles based on input received during extensive public and stakeholder outreach. The 18 
performance indicators are also further categorized into four EJ-focused questions to make the 
indicators more relatable. The table below provides summaries of each performance indicator in its 
applicable EJ-focused question. 
 

Connect SoCal Environmental Justice Performance Indicators 

How will this impact quality of life? 

Jobs-Housing Imbalance 
Comparison of median earnings for intra-county and 
intercounty commuters for each county; analysis of relative 
housing affordability and jobs throughout the region 

Neighborhood Change and 
Displacement 

Examination of historical and projected demographic and 
housing trends for areas surrounding rail transit stations 

Accessibility to Employment and 
Services 

Share of employment and shopping destinations reachable 
within 30 minutes by automobile or 45 minutes by transit 
during evening peak period 

Accessibility to Parks and 
Educational Facilities 

Share of park acreage reachable within 30 minutes by 
automobile or 45 minutes by transit during evening peak 
period 
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How will this impact health and safety? 

Active Transportation Hazards 
Analysis of population by demographic group for areas that 
experience highest rates of bicycle and pedestrian collisions 

Climate Vulnerability 

Population analysis by demographic group for areas 
potentially impacted by substandard housing, sea level rise, 
wildfire risk, or extreme heat effects related to climate 
change 

Public Health Analysis 
Summary of historical emissions and health data for areas 
with high concentrations of minority and low-income 
population 

Aviation Noise Impacts 
Descriptive analysis of aviation noise in terms of trends in 
passenger demand and aircraft operations 

Roadway Noise Impacts 

Comparison of Plan and Baseline scenarios, identification of 
areas that are low performing due to Connect SoCal 
investments; breakdown of population for impacted areas by 
ethnicity and income 

Emissions Impacts Analysis (PM2.5 
and CO) 

Comparison of Plan and Baseline scenarios; identification of 
areas that are lower performing as a result of the Plan, 
including a breakdown of demographics for those areas 

Emissions Impacts Along 
Freeways 

Comparison of Plan and Baseline scenarios and demographic 
analysis of communities in close proximity to freeways and 
highly traveled corridors 

How will this impact the commute? 

Travel Time & Travel Distance 
Savings 

Assessment of comparative benefits received as a result of 
Connect SoCal investments by demographic group in terms 
of travel time and travel distance savings 

Rail-Related Impacts 
Breakdown of population by demographic group for areas in 
close proximity to rail corridors and planned grade 
separations 

How will this impact transportation costs? 

Share of Transportation System 
Usage 

Comparison of transportation system usage by mode for low 
income and minority households relative to each group's 
regional population share 

Connect SoCal Revenue Sources 
in Terms of Tax Burdens 

Proportion of Connect SoCal revenue sources (taxable sales, 
income, and gasoline taxes) generated from low income and 
minority populations 

Connect SoCal Investments vs. Analysis of Connect SoCal investments by mode (bus, HOV 

Packet Pg. 56



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT 

 

Benefits lanes, commuter/high speed rail, highways/arterials, and 
light/heavy rail transit) 

Geographic Distribution of 
Transportation Investments 

Evaluation of Connect SoCal transit, roadway, and active 
transportation infrastructure investments in various 
communities throughout the region 

Impacts from Funding Through 
Mileage-Based User Fees 

Examination of potential impacts from implementation of a 
mileage-based user fee on low-income households in the 
region 

 
Moving Forward 
In light of recent Regional Council commitments, specifically, Resolution 21-628-1 affirming the 
climate change crisis, and the adoption of the Racial Equity Early Action Plan, staff are evaluating 
ways to strengthen future EJ outreach and analysis to advance the EAP’s goals to: 1) center racial 
equity in regional policy and planning and bring equity into SCAG’s regional planning functions, and 
2) encourage racial equity in local planning practices by promoting racial equity in efforts involving 
local elected officials and planning professionals.  Several of the “early actions” identified in the EAP 
rely heavily on SCAG’s EJ analysis and programs, including an amendment made to SCAG’s Bylaws in 
May 2021 to expand Policy Committee membership to include additional representatives from EJ 
defined Communities of Concern to create a more inclusive governance structure.  In addition, the 
EAP called for creating an Equity Working Group, which staff initiated in June expanding upon 
SCAG’s EJ Working Group to function as a resource for SCAG stakeholders as they work to center 
racial equity in policy and planning as well as provide feedback on regional analysis and policies. 
Also, per direction in the EAP, SCAG is working to provide resources to local jurisdictions and 
community groups through the Sustainable Communities Program to promote civic engagement, 
equity and environmental justice so that funded projects and programs will benefit vulnerable 
communities. 
 
SCAG’s Environmental Justice (EJ) Program, including expanded efforts to address EAP goals, will 
continue to be guided by the policy direction of the Energy & Environment Committee.  Working 
with the Chair and Co-Chair, SCAG staff anticipates organizing presentations from outside experts 
and practitioners over the next several meetings to more deeply explore disproportionate adverse 
environmental impacts on vulnerable, or EJ populations, and discuss policy solutions that advance 
equity and environmental justice.  Staff will also continue to provide periodical updates on the 
development of EJ and equity efforts and seek direction on funding guidelines and strengthened 
approaches for analyzing and addressing inequities across populations and places in the region 
through development of the principles and policies guiding the development of 2024 Connect 
SoCal, its Environmental Justice Technical Report, and other related efforts.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Work associated with this item is included in the current Fiscal Year 2021/22 Overall Work Program 
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(22-020.0161.06: Environmental Justice Outreach and Policy Coordination). 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. Environmental Justice Areas Map from CSC EJ Tech Report 
2. SB535 DACs Map from CSC EJ Tech Report 
3. Communities of Concern Map from CSC EJ Tech Report 
4. PowerPoint Presentation - EJCOC Update 
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EXHIBIT 1 Title

San Bernardino
County

Riverside
County

Imperial
County

Orange
County

Ventura
County

Los Angeles
County

San Diego
County

Santa Barbara
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Kern
County

County

MEXICO

Salton
Sea

ARIZONA

NEVADA

Source: Census PUMS, SCAG, 2019

Environmental Justice Areas County Boundaries City Boundaries Freeway

0 20 4010
Miles

Service Layer Credits: Copyright:(c) 2014 Esri, Esri, Garmin, GEBCO, NOAA NGDC, and other contributors

Pacific 
Ocean

EXHIBIT 1 Environmental Justice Area in SCAG Region
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EXHIBIT 1 Title
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EXHIBIT 2 Disadvantaged Communities in SCAG Region
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EXHIBIT 1 Title
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EXHIBIT 3 Communities of Concern in SCAG Region
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Environmental Justice/Communities of 
Concern Update

Anita Au, Senior Regional Planner
Energy and Environment Committee
October 7, 2021

Environmental justice is about public outreach, 
engagement, early and meaningful participation of EJ 

communities in the decision-making process, and equal 
and fair access to a healthy environment with the goal of 

protecting minority and low-income communities from 
incurring disproportionately adverse environmental 

impacts.

EEnvironmental Justice

2
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Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
• “No person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color or national 

origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal 
financial assistance.”

Executive Order 12898 (1994)
• Amplifies Title VI by providing protections based on income in addition to race 

and orders all federal agencies to consider environmental justice during the 
planning and decision-making process for all federally funded projects

FFederal Requirements

3

California Government Code Section 11135
• “No person in the State of California shall, on the basis of race, national 

origin, ethnic group identification, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, 
color, or disability, be unlawfully denied full and equal access to the 
benefits of, or be unlawfully subjected to discrimination under, any 
program or activity that is conducted, operated, or administered by the 
state or by any state agency that is funded directly by the state, or receives 
any financial assistance from the state.”

SState Requirements

4
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DDefining Vulnerable/EJ Populations

5

Minority 
Populations

• African American
• Hispanic
• Asian/Pacific 

Islander
• Native American 

and Alaskan Native
• Other

Low-Income 
Households

• Poverty level based 
on regional 
average size for a 
given census year

• Family of three 
earning less than 
$19,105 in 2016

Other Populations

• Young Children 
(ages 4 and under)

• Seniors (ages 65+)
• Disabled/Mobility 

Limited
• Non-English 

Speakers
• w/o High School 

Diploma
• Foreign Born
• Households w/o a 

Vehicle

Environmental Justice Areas

Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZs) (similar to census track block groups) 
that have a higher concentration of minority population or low-income 
households than is seen in the region as a whole

DDefining Vulnerable/EJ Communities

6
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12.2 Million
People

65% 
of Region

82%

20%

69%

15%

Minority Population Households in Poverty 1*
Source: SCAG, Census ACS 2013-2017 5-Year Estimates
*In 2016, per Census, a family of three earning less than 
$19,105 was classified as living in poverty.

EJA

SCAG

SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities

Census tracts that have been identified by the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) as DAC based on the requirements set forth in SB 
535, which seek to identify areas disproportionately burdened by and 
vulnerable to multiple sources of pollution

DDefining Vulnerable/EJ Communities

8
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6.4 Million
People

34% 
of Region

88%

23%

69%

15%

Minority Population Households in Poverty 1*
Source: SCAG, Census ACS 2013-2017 5-Year Estimates
*In 2016, per Census, a family of three earning less than 
$19,105 was classified as living in poverty.

DAC

SCAG

Communities of Concern

Census Designated Places (CDP) and the City of Los Angeles Community 
Planning Areas (CPA) that fall in the upper one-third of all communities in the 
SCAG region for having the highest concentration of minority population and
low-income households

DDefining Vulnerable/EJ Communities

10
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3.9 Million
People

21% 
of Region

92%

25%

69%

15%

Minority Population Households in Poverty 1*
Source: SCAG, Census ACS 2013-2017 5-Year Estimates
*In 2016, per Census, a family of three earning less than 
$19,105 was classified as living in poverty.

COC

SCAG

Connect SoCal Environmental Justice Performance Indicators

How will this impact quality of life?

EEvaluating Impacts

12

Jobs-Housing 
Imbalance

Neighborhood 
Change & 

Displacement

Accessibility to 
Employment & 

Services

Accessibility to 
Parks and 

Educational 
Facilities

Packet Pg. 67

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

o
w

er
P

o
in

t 
P

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 -

 E
JC

O
C

 U
p

d
at

e 
[R

ev
is

io
n

 1
] 

 (
E

n
vi

ro
n

m
en

ta
l J

u
st

ic
e/

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s 
o

f 
C

o
n

ce
rn

 U
p

d
at

e)



Connect SoCal Environmental Justice Performance Indicators

How will this impact health and safety?

EEvaluating Impacts

13

Active 
Transportation 

Hazards

Climate 
Vulnerability

Public Health 
Analysis

Aviation Noise 
Impacts

Roadway Noise 
Impacts

Emissions 
Impacts Analysis

Emissions 
Impacts Along 

Freeways

Connect SoCal Environmental Justice Performance Indicators

How will this impact the commute?

EEvaluating Impacts

14

Travel Time & 
Travel Distance 

Savings

Rail-Related 
Impacts
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Connect SoCal Environmental Justice Performance Indicators

How will this impact transportation costs?

EEvaluating Impacts

15

Share of 
Transportation 
System Usage

Revenue Sources 
in Tax Burden

Investments vs. 
Benefits

Impacts from Funding 
Through Mileage-Based 

User Fees

Geographic 
Distribution of Trans. 

Investments

SCAG’s commitment to advancing equity
• Adopting Resolution 21-628-1 affirming the climate change crisis
• Adopting the Racial Equity Early Action Plan

Resulting in:
• Expanding Policy Committee membership to include Communities of 

Concern Representatives
• Convening an Equity Working Group
• Centering civic engagement, equity and environmental justice in 

Sustainable Communities Program Call 4

AAdvancing Equity at SCAG

16
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Staff is committed to enhancing SCAG’s EJ and equity efforts

MMoving Forward

17

Lay a 
foundation 

for future 
discussions

Strengthen 
approach for 

analyzing 
inequities

Showcase 
“Equity-in-

Action” 
within the 

region

Engage EEC in 
policy 

development 
of 2024 
Connect 

SoCal

Thank you!

Anita Au, Senior Regional Planner
au@scag.ca.gov
(213) 236-1874
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Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
October 7, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
Receive and File 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 2: Advance Southern California’s policy 
interests and planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and 
advocacy.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
This report includes a summary of the proposed Community Choice Initiative that may appear on 
the November 8, 2022, General Election ballot.  At its September 21, 2021, meeting, Members of 
the Legislative/Communications and Membership Committee (LCMC) received an informational 
update on the Community Choice Initiative.  The committee unanimously voted to forward the 
report to share information about the proposed initiative with the Regional Council, Executive 
Administration Committee, and other policy committees. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Community Choice Initiative would amend California’s Constitution in a manner that makes a 
local jurisdiction’s general plan, specific plan, ordinance, or regulation of zoning, development, or 
land-use within its boundaries supersede conflicting state laws.  It does provide for exceptions in 
the cases of coastal land-use regulations, power generating facilities of a certain capacity, and 
development of water, communication, or transportation infrastructure projects, excluding transit-
oriented developments (TODs). 
 
On August 25, 2021, proponents of the Community Choice Initiative submitted the draft text for the 
proposed measure and the filing fee to the State Attorney General for preparation of an official title 

To: Executive/Administration Committee (EAC) 
Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) 
Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) 
Transportation Committee (TC) 

Regional Council (RC) 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 

From: Javiera Cartagena, Acting Director of Policy and Public Affairs 
(213) 236-1980, cartagena@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: Californians for Community Planning Voter Initiative 
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and summary.  The initiative was then posted for 30 days to allow for public comment.  That period 
concluded on September 27, 2021.  The Attorney General now has approximately six weeks to issue 
an official title and summary.  By law, the Attorney General’s title and summary may not exceed 
100 words.    
 
Upon receiving a title and summary, proponents will have 180 days to gather enough signatures to 
qualify the initiative.  For measures proposing a constitutional amendment, like the Community 
Choice Initiative, the number of signatures must be equal to at least eight percent of the total votes 
cast for the office of Governor at the last gubernatorial election.  In this case, proponents will need 
to collect 997,139 signatures.  Signatures are then verified, and the initiative will either qualify or be 
failed by the Secretary of State.  If the proponents collect the requisite number of valid signatures, 
California voters will then vote on the ballot initiative at the November 8, 2022, General Election. 
 
Prior Committee Action 
At its September 21, 2021, meeting, Members of the LCMC received an informational update on the 
Community Choice Initiative.  After some discussion, the committee unanimously voted to forward 
the report to share information about the Community Choice Initiative with the Regional Council, 
Executive Administration Committee, and other policy committees.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Work associated with the staff report on the Californians for Community Planning Voter Initiative is 
contained in the Indirect Cost budget, Legislation 810-0120.10. 
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Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
October 7, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
Information Only – No Action Required.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve 
the quality of life for Southern Californians.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
Under the California 2019-2020 Budget Act, SCAG was awarded $47 million in Regional Early 
Action Planning (REAP) funding to support local governments and stakeholders with housing 
planning activities that accelerate housing production and meet the region’s goals for producing 
1.3 million new units of housing by 2029, as determined by the 6th Cycle Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA).  In addition, SCAG anticipates an award of up to $246 million from the REAP 
2021 program established in AB140 (2021).  As part of efforts to expand and strengthen SCAG’s 
role in supporting the region’s cities and counties in meeting the RHNA housing production goals, 
staff is bringing forward a panel discussion on policy recommendations and best practices for 
increasing housing production and addressing homelessness.   
 
Three (3) panelists will be sharing presentations which include findings, recommendations, and 
tools to address the housing crisis, accelerate and streamline housing production and reduce the 
cost to deliver new units of housing.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
Under the California 2019-2020 Budget Act, SCAG was awarded $47 million in REAP funding to 
support local governments and stakeholders with housing planning activities that accelerate 
housing production and meet the region’s goals for producing 1.3 million new units of housing by 
2029, as determined by the 6th Cycle RHNA.  In addition, SCAG anticipates an award of up to $246 
million from the REAP 2021 program established in AB140 (2021) to achieve goals of more housing 

To: Community, Economic and Human Development Committee (CEHD) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 From: Nashia Lalani, Associate Regional Planner 

(213) 630-1477, lalani@scag.ca.gov 
Subject: Accelerating Housing Production: Panel Discussion on Best Practices and 

Recommendations for Southern California 
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and transportation options that reduce reliance on cars.  With this influx of funding, SCAG’s role in 
supporting the region’s counties and cities toward meeting their RHNA goals and implementing the 
land use and housing goals of Connect SoCal has grown exponentially. Today’s discussion is 
designed to further the conversation on policy recommendations and best practices for realizing 
our RHNA goals, increasing housing production, streamlining housing and reducing the cost to 
deliver and consider options for addressing homelessness through temporary shelter.   
 
Rick Bishop, the Co-Director of the Inland Center for Sustainable Development (ICSD) at the 
University of California, Riverside, will provide a presentation of findings and recommendations 
from the ICSD’s July 2021 housing study titled “Regional Challenges and Opportunities for Housing 
Development in Inland Southern California”.   The report highlights and expands on research about 
the Inland Region’s substantive housing issues including, regional affordability, the jobs-housing 
imbalance, and rising unattainability.  The report also provides a profile of the Region’s housing 
stock highlighting the Riverside/San Bernardino metropolitan area as the third most overcrowded 
region in the United States.  
  
Cecilia Estolano, CEO of Estolano Advisors, will share the findings and preliminary recommendations 
of a white paper undertaken in collaboration with SCAG to assess impediments to housing 
production and offer strategic recommendations on SCAG’s role in supporting regional housing 
policy development and meeting the region’s housing production goals.1 Estolano Advisors 
completed a series of interviews with over 70 stakeholders and held multiple convenings in the Fall 
of 2020 to understand the current challenges in housing production.  The draft report provides a 
comprehensive set of recommendations that SCAG can undertake in the short, medium and longer 
term.  
 
Charly Ligety, Director of The Housing Innovation Collaborative (“HICo”), will share a presentation 
on web resources for housing development and a forthcoming Essential Housing Campaign.  HICo 
provides a range of tools including the world’s largest database of rapid prototype shelter solutions, 
a centralized portal of pre-approved ADU plans across California, and deep dives on innovative 
housing projects nationally.  SCAG is partnering with HICo’s Essential Housing Campaign, a 
community building campaign to accomplish the goal of building 130,000 new homes affordable to 
moderate income households in Los Angeles County by 2028, as mandated by RHNA. While HICo’s 
work is focused on Los Angeles County, the tools and resources they offer have applicability across 
the region.  
 
These presentations will be followed by an opportunity for Committee Members to pose questions 
to any or all of the guest panelists.  The question-and-answer session will be moderated by SCAG 
staff.  

 
1 Note that the findings of this report are still in the draft stage and a final report will be completed by the end of 
the calendar year.  

Packet Pg. 74



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT 

 
 
Further details for each of the panelists in today’s discussion are included below:  
 
Rick Bishop, Co-Director of the Inland Center for Sustainable Development (ICSD) 
Rick Bishop serves as co-director of the Inland Center for Sustainable Development (ICSD) 
which operates as one of four centers within the School of Public Policy at the University of 
California, Riverside. Formed in 2019, ICSD’s objective is to be a network center, honest broker, 
resource and important leader in public analysis and decision-making for local and regional 
decision-makers as they identify and focus on critical topics and issues related to the inland region’s 
future growth.  ICSD’s research is focused on sustainability, and how the region can best 
incorporate sustainable practices to simultaneously address economic and environmental goals. 
Visit the ICSD website at https://icsd.ucr.edu/ for more information. 
 
Rick recently retired as Executive Director of the Western Riverside Council of Governments 
(WRCOG) and the Riverside County Habitat Conservation Agency (RCHCA), where he served for 
nearly 21 years.  In this position Rick was responsible for developing and implementing a number 
of regional programs in diverse areas such as transportation, energy, environment, growth, 
and the economy.  
 
Cecilia Estolano, CEO of Estolano Advisors 
Cecilia V. Estolano is a leading expert on contemporary urban planning issues, with experience in 
economic and workforce development, land use, environmental policy, and urban revitalization. 
She has worked directly with public, private, institutional, and non-profit clients to plan, finance, 
design, implement, and operate policy-driven programs and projects that promote sustainable 
solutions tailored for each community. 
 
Cecilia is a Regent of the University of California and has served as President of the California 
Community College Board of Governors. She received an A.B. from Harvard-Radcliffe Colleges, an 
M.A. in Urban Planning from UCLA, and a J.D. from UC Berkeley. Prior to founding Estolano Advisors 
in 2011, Cecilia served as CEO of CRA/LA, practiced land use and environmental law while Of 
Counsel and an Associate at Gibson Dunn & Crutcher, served as Senior Policy Advisor at the U.S. 
EPA during the Clinton Administration, and served as Environmental Policy Advisor to former L.A. 
Mayor Tom Bradley. In addition to her work at Estolano Advisors, she became the CEO of Better 
World Group, an environmental strategy firm, in 2018. 
 
Charly Ligety, Director of The Housing Innovation Collaborative (“HICo”) 
Charly is a published author, serial entrepreneur, former licensed real estate agent, and commercial 
real estate banker. He leads The Housing Innovation Collaborative (“HICo”), an action-oriented non-
profit housing R&D platform based in Los Angeles, CA. HICo highlights the next generation of 
construction, finance, and policy solutions to address the housing affordability crisis. His recent 
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work on rapid shelter solutions has been featured in national press and published with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. Charly earned his Bachelor of Arts from 
Dartmouth College, majoring in Geography and Economics, and an MBA from the University of 
Southern California. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. For Information Only - ICSD Final Report 2021 
2. PowerPoint Presentation - ICSD Release of Year End Report on Housing 
3. PowerPoint Presentation - HICo 
4. PowerPoint Presentation - Estolano Advisors 
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Inland Center for Sustainable Development
Release of Year End Report on Housing
Presentation to SCAG CEHD Committee
October 7, 2021

ICSD Objectives

• Serve as a network center, honest broker, and resource in policy analysis on issues 
that impact future growth in the Inland Counties

• Focus on how the region can best incorporate sustainable practices that 
simultaneously address growth, equity and environment

ICSD Guidance and Oversight
• Leadership Council is comprised of representatives from ICSD’s sponsor entities 
(public and private sector) 

• For sponsor listing visit www.icsd.ucr.edu
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ICSD’s 2020‐21 Focus:  Housing 

• Research program and focus is on the impact of California’s housing crisis on 
inland communities

Inland Counties aren’t exempt from the problem

• Production crashed in Riverside County from 20,683 units in 2007 to only 3,057 units in 
2011

• Annual average of new homes built during last 5 years:  5,000

• But… population grew by  125,000 during the same period 

• IE rent prices increased more than anywhere in U.S. last year

• Median home value in Riverside County >$500k

3
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Does growth stop if new housing isn’t built?

• No 
• Riverside County: 125,000 people added in last 5 years, but only 25,000 dwelling units
• New Geography in 2021 identifies the Riverside/San Bernardino metropolitan area as 
the third most overcrowded region in the United States (overcrowding defined as more 
than one person per room for a household) 

• In lieu of stagnant housing growth, existing houses and apartments simply become more 
crowded 

• More difficult for local agencies to maintain levels of service and adequate infrastructure 

What happens if we do nothing?

• Rising costs will continue to price‐out much of the workforce, including teachers, police 
officers, and others 

• Overcrowding will worsen, quality of life in the region will decline

• The shortage of housing for all income levels impacts the region’s ability to compete for 
top employers and expand economic development

5
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ICSD Final Report includes…

• An Inland Region Profile based on the 2014‐2018 American Community Survey 
(ACS) microdata. Identifies key demographic, socio‐economic, and housing 
characteristics to create a greater understanding of the Region’s households and housing 
stock

• An Analysis of Statewide Housing Policies & Requirements including a review of the 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) from 1989 – 2029

• An examination of housing development trends for the Inland Region from 1990 to 
2019. In 2019, San Bernardino and Riverside Counties only produced 17% and 24% of the 
housing produced in 2005, respectively

• Results from 30‐member study group of community stakeholders provides insights into 
the challenges and opportunities for the Inland Region’s housing

• Issue Papers on various topics, including COVID‐19 impacts on housing insecurity

Recommendations

ICSD recommendations are to offer local jurisdictions incentives to pursue housing (carrots) 
rather than limiting/removing local land use authority (sticks). 

1. Reward progress toward RHNA milestones with increased access to infrastructure 
funding

2.   Continue to seek CEQA relief for housing, particularly for affordable projects

3.   Examine how changing the fiscal calculus can make housing a revenue winner

4. Provide incentives for converting underutilized retail to housing

5. Pursue strategies to bring higher income workers to Inland Counties 

7

8

Packet Pg. 136

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

o
w

er
P

o
in

t 
P

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 -

 IC
S

D
 R

el
ea

se
 o

f 
Y

ea
r 

E
n

d
 R

ep
o

rt
 o

n
 H

o
u

si
n

g
  (

A
cc

el
er

at
in

g
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 P

ro
d

u
ct

io
n

: 
P

an
el

 D
is

cu
ss

io
n

 o
n



9/28/2021

5

Further agenda for practice and research
Theme:  What are the costs of not providing sufficient housing?

1. Housing affordability and inequality

2. Social, educational, economic, health and educational impacts

3. Sustainability and housing: How will/do environmental goals impact housing 
construction and affordability?

4. COVID‐19 – Housing and new research areas

5. Success stories among government, non‐profits and others

ICSD’s  website contains reports / issue papers released to date

Want to join us as a sponsor?  Contact us at

www.icsd.ucr.edu

Other ICSD activities:  Podcasts, Seminar Series, Legislative Updates

9
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The Housing Innovation Collaborative (“HICo”) is a non-profit, action-oriented housing-focused R&D platform convening 
people and ideas from across the housing eco-system to showcase and pilot new technology, financing, and policy solutions 
addressing the homelessness and housing affordability crisis.

HICo’s mission is to increase and accelerate the production of lower-cost, higher-quality housing for underserved 
communities, from Los Angeles to the world. 

housinginnovation.co / /  hi@housinginnovation.co

Overview
(Updated as of 9/14/2021)

Collaborative

Engaged Organizations & 
Leaders Throughout The 

Housing Eco-System 

Innovation

Improved Technology, 
Financing, & Policy 

Solutions

Housing

For Underserved 
Communities,

Faster, Cheaper, Better

+=

Housing Underserved Communities With New Innovations and Collaborations 

Mission

2/20
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$60k$30k $90k $120k

Very Low, 
26%

Low, 14%

Moderate, 
24%

Above 
Moderate

, 35%

Very Low
5% Low

3%

Moderate
1%

Above 
Moderate

91%

Household 
Income
Distribution

New Housing
Development

Distribution*

H
ou

si
n

g
 D

ef
ic

it

*for City Los Angeles, based on 5th Cycle RHNA Housing Production Goals 2013-2021

Incomes Housing

People Homes

Mission

Housing
Underserved Communities In Every Underserved Income Segment

3/20

Innovations
Showcasing New Solutions Along Every Stage of Housing Production

Mission

4/20
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Global

25% Int’l Traffic
153/195 Countries

California-Centric

CA is 50% of U.S.
50/50 States

LA-Based

65% of CA in SoCal
40% of CA in LA

Mission

Collaborations
Convening The Entire World On A Global Knowledge Sharing Platform

5/20

dd

With PlatformWithout Platform
10% of information conveyed to 10% of stakeholders, sporadically 100% of information conveyed to 100% of stakeholders, 24/7

Implementing innovation and building collaboration is challenging 
without stakeholders seeing “the full picture”.

HICo’s Value Proposition

6/20
Packet Pg. 140

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

o
w

er
P

o
in

t 
P

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 -

 H
IC

o
  (

A
cc

el
er

at
in

g
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 P

ro
d

u
ct

io
n

: 
P

an
el

 D
is

cu
ss

io
n

 o
n

 B
es

t 
P

ra
ct

ic
es

 a
n

d
 R

ec
o

m
m

en
d

at
io

n
s 

fo
r



Knowledge & Solutions 
Showcased

Engagement 
Industry & Public Stakeholders

Housing 
Underserved Communities

Influencing the built world by providing the “full picture” into 
new innovations and collaborations

More Innovation More Collaboration

Not enough homes 

Not enough institutional knowledge; 
knowledge exchange is broken Not enough stakeholders involved

More Housing

Build more housing

Showcase more knowledge on a shared 
platform

Engage more stakeholders in a variety 
of venues and mediums

HICo’s Value Proposition

More Collaboration + 
More Innovations = 

More Housing

7/20

Knowledge & Solutions Showcased

• 95 Innovation Hubs • 80 Solutions

• 75 Live Events

• 150 Organizations

• 12 Project Templates • 70 Solutions

The world’s largest interactive 
directory of housing solution themes. 

The world’s largest detailed directory 
of housing stakeholders. 

The world’s largest database of 
rapidly-deployable shelter solutions.

A public-private campaign to build 130k 
new homes for LA’s essential workforce.

Comprehensive overviews of the world’s 
most innovative housing projects.

The world’s stage showcasing the best 
and brightest new solutions.

Impact: Innovation

8/20
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Rapid Shelter Showcase

9

The world’s largest database of rapid shelter
A diverse collection of the most deployed and latest prototype shelter 
solutions in one interactive online exchange and conference of ideas.

Impact: Innovation
Highlighted Initiative 1 of 4

10

The Essential Housing Campaign

The ‘Housing Olympics’, from Los Angeles to the World
A community-development campaign to showcase the solutions and gather 
the resources + stakeholders needed to build 130k new affordable homes for 

up to 120% AMI – with limited upfront public subsidy –
in Los Angeles County by the LA 2028 Summer Olympics.

Impact: Innovation
Highlighted Initiative 2 of 4

Packet Pg. 142

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

o
w

er
P

o
in

t 
P

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 -

 H
IC

o
  (

A
cc

el
er

at
in

g
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 P

ro
d

u
ct

io
n

: 
P

an
el

 D
is

cu
ss

io
n

 o
n

 B
es

t 
P

ra
ct

ic
es

 a
n

d
 R

ec
o

m
m

en
d

at
io

n
s 

fo
r



11

The Backyard Home Showcase

Impact: Innovation
Highlighted Initiative 3 of 4

Accelerating Backyard Homes Forward
The centralized portal of pre-approved ADU plans across California, 
starting with eight partnership cities and 100+ pre-approved plans.

Project Spotlight

12

Deep dives on innovative housing projects
The who, what, when, where, why, how – and what’s next?

Impact: Innovation
Highlighted Initiative 4 of 4
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• 50,000 Subscribers
• 25% Avg. Open Rate
• 15% Avg. Forward Rate

Press / Events

• #1 SEO “Housing Innovation” 
• 220k Touchpoints
• 30,000 Recurring Visitors

Weekly Newsletter

• 35k Video Views
• 3k Video Hours Watched
• 3x Growth YouTube Subscribers

• HUD National Journal 
(Cityscape)

• State of Texas
• 10 Mayor’s Office Spotlights

Social Media

• 2,000 Followers (FB/Insta) • Fast Company, Dwell, KCRW/NPR
• Academic partners with MIT, 

Cornell, USC, UVA, SCI-Arc

YouTube ChannelWebsite
Engagement With Industry & Public Stakeholders

Reports

Impact: Collaboration

13/20

3,500
People Served*

1,500
New Homes*

Housing Underserved Communities

Cumulative to Date:

Impact: Housing

*Influencing 500 new rapid shelters &
1,000 new workforce housing projects

*Assuming 2.3 persons/home

14/20
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More Innovations:

350
Showcased 

Solutions

More Collaboration:

100,000
Stakeholders 

Engaged

More Homes:

50,000
Impacting New Rapid 

+ Permanent Units

Future: Vision for 2024 (5/31/24)

Investing in a global R&D platform influencing the local built world.

15/20

16

housinginnovation.co / /  hi@housinginnovation.co

JOIN

FOR LATEST INNOVATIONS
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RRegional Housing Production Study
Southern California Association of Governments

Community, Economic & Human Development Committee
October 7, 2021 

OOVERVIEW
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CCONTEXT & 
SSTUDY 

OOVERVIEW
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WWHAT WE 
HEARD
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SSCAG’S 
PPOTENTIAL 

ROLES
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KKEY 
RECOMMENDATIONS
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QQUESTIONS &
DISCUSSION
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REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
October 7, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
Information Only - No Action Required 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve 
the quality of life for Southern Californians. 3: Be the foremost data information hub for the region. 
4: Provide innovative information and value-added services to enhance member agencies’
 planning and operations and promote regional collaboration.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The Regional Data Platform (RDP) will provide a system of online tools for SCAG and local 
jurisdictions to access data necessary for local general plan development and general decision 
making by monitoring transportation, land development trends, housing and economic growth, 
and sustainability conditions. Since the last RDP briefing in January 2021, SCAG and the project 
consultant, ESRI, have completed a series of six three-week development sprints in collaboration 
with nine pilot jurisdictions to test functionality and provide feedback on solution components of 
the RDP; the pilot jurisdictions are well-represented across SCAG region in terms of size and 
complexity. Since the August 2021, the RDP is currently in the User Acceptance Testing (UAT) 
phase focusing on (1) Geospatial Infrastructure, (2) Planning and Engagement, and (3) Data 
Orchestration with more than 60 testers from the pilot jurisdictions and SCAG. The pilot RDP 
system is anticipated to launch in fall 2021 for another round of feedback from local jurisdictions 
and stakeholders, which will bring substantial benefits to the region. 
  
In collaboration with ESRI, SCAG will provide an overview, status updates, and tool 
demonstrations to showcase the preliminary design of the RDP system. Some of the tools that will 
be demonstrated are (1) Regional Information Hub, (2) Local General Plan Template Hub, and (3) 
Local Data Exchange (LDX) Web. 
 

To: Community, Economic and Human Development Committee (CEHD) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 

From: Tom Vo, Senior Regional Planner 
(213) 236-1930, vo@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: Regional Data Platform Status and Tool Demonstrations 
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The RDP will facilitate regional data sharing and collaboration to enable better planning at the local 
and regional level. The RDP will provide a system of online tools for SCAG and local jurisdictions to 
access data necessary for Connect SoCal, local General Plan development and general decision 
making by monitoring transportation, land development trends, housing and economic growth, and 
sustainability conditions. More information on the vision and process for developing the RDP can be 
found on the project website (https://arcg.is/0u8mLD2). The RDP aims to support regionally aware 
local planning, and locally informed regional planning to support more holistic and sustainable 
planning throughout the region. The RDP is envisioned as a platform for a smarter region with two 
major goals:  
 

(1) Facilitate stronger local planning by providing modern tools and best practices to assist with 

General Plan updates; and  

(2) Streamline the process of collecting and integrating data from member agencies to SCAG to 

enhance regional planning 

 
The RDP project was initiated in May 2020. After some initial prototyping and requirement 
gathering, the team conducted interviews with 10 local jurisdictions representing a cross section of 
the SCAG region to understand common planning challenges and technology patterns. In parallel, 
SCAG began the rollout of complementary ESRI software licenses to local jurisdictions in the region; 
to date, we have enrolled 130 jurisdictions with a suite of licenses including ArcGIS Pro (Standard), 
ArcGIS Online, ArcGIS Business Analyst, ArcGIS Urban, and ArcGIS Hub. These licenses can be 
requested at https://license-rdp.scag.ca.gov/.  
 
One of the first tools delivered by RDP is the Housing Element Parcel (HELPR) Tool 
(https://maps.scag.ca.gov/helpr/) which was released on December 8, 2020; this is a web-mapping 
tool developed by SCAG to help local jurisdictions and stakeholders understand local land use and 
site opportunities for aligning housing planning with the state Department of Housing and 
Community Development’s (HCD) 6th cycle Housing Element requirements. SCAG has established a 
team of twenty technical staff to assist with the Housing Element (including HELPR) and other 
General Plan elements. For more information on these resources please contact the Local 
Information Services Team (LIST) at list@scag.ca.gov.  
 
Since the last CEHD update in January 2021, the project team has completed a series of six three-
week (March 15 - July 1) development sprints in collaboration with nine pilot jurisdictions to test 
functionality and provide feedback on solution components of the RDP. The nine pilot jurisdictions 
are the County of San Bernardino, County of Imperial, City of Barstow, City of Eastvale, City of 
Fullerton, City of Long Beach, City of Los Angeles, City of Pico Rivera, and City of Ventura. The RDP 
team has initiated the UAT phase—a final development step ahead of the pilot system launch—with 
more than 60 testers from the said jurisdictions and SCAG. The testers are currently testing 10 
different modules focusing on three core components of the RDP, which are: 
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1. Data and Information Tools 

a. Regional Information Hub is a one-stop access to data, tools, and information as well as 
a workspace for collaboration around common goals and initiatives 

b. SoCal Atlas is a web-based experience allowing member agencies and other regional 
stakeholders to explore data information across topics and geographies. It informs 
about the current conditions and trends of the region through engaging, educational, 
and interactive web-based components. 
 

2. Planning and Engagement Tools 
a. Housing Element Parcel Tool (HELPR) is a web application that provides the ability to 

evaluate which parcels may have the potential for residential development. It has 
improved visualization capabilities, new data and filtering based on ADU site dimensions 
set forth in State law. 

b. Parcel Locator is a web application that is a self-service resource for planners, residents, 
or other stakeholders (such as developers) to look up information about specific 
parcels.  

c. Local General Plan Update Site (template) is a ready-to-use template for web-based 
General Plans for use by local jurisdictions to communicate and engage with residents 
around their General Plan update.  

d. Off-the-Shelf Planning & Engagement Tools are ESRI products, provided to local 
jurisdictions, along with resources, templates, and best practices to support a broad 
range of common planning and resident engagement workflows. This includes Business 
Analyst Web, ArcGIS Urban, and ArcGIS Pro. 
 

3. Local Data Exchange Tools 
a. Local Data Exchange Web is a web-based application to explore, review, and 

update/comment on data shared with SCAG through the LDX Process. 
 
The RDP Team anticipates having the pilot system operational by fall 2021, rolling out as much 
functionality as possible to the entire region at that time to assist jurisdictions with General Plan 
updates, local planning activities, and Connect SoCal development. There will be training resources 
available in the upcoming months to familiarize stakeholders with the RDP system through a 
collaborative effort between SCAG and ESRI. For additional information, please contact Tom Vo at 
Vo@scag.ca.gov, 213-236-1930, or Javier Aguilar, at Aguilar@scag.ca.gov, 213-236-1845. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
Work associated with this item is included in the current Fiscal Year 2020.21 Overall Work Program 
(The Regional Data Platform: 280-4832.01, 280-4832.02, and 280-4832.03). 
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ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. PowerPoint Presentation - Regional Data Platform 
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Community, Economic, and Human Development Committee 

October 7, 2021

Southern California Association of Governments

Regional Data Platform
SCAG

RDP

Introducing the Regional Data Platform…
Project Goals

1. Facilitate stronger local planning by providing modern tools and best 
practices to assist with General Plan Updates

2. Streamline the process of collecting and integrating data from member 
agencies to SCAG to enhance regional planning

Supporting g regionally aware re local planning Suppor
And 

rting egionally areppor
d d locally informed 

awarre cal planninlolly a
d d regional planning 

For a more cohesive and sustainable region…
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Discover, access, request assistance, 
engage (regionally)

Analyze, design, plan, publish

Learn, engage (locally)

Planning Tools

Engagement Tools

External Data Sources 
(e.g. CPAD, FEMA)

Public, Partners, 
Stakeholders

Data Integration

Local Data Exchange

Cities &
Counties

Contribute, review, 
update, manage data

LEGEND

Geospatial Infrastructure

Planning & Engagement Tools

Data Orchestration

External Systems

Developers & Other Data 
Stakeholders

Data Workflows

Data Tools

Regional Hub

SCAG
Geospatial 

Infrastructure

SCAG

Solution Overview
SCAG Regional Data Platform

Available November 2021

Regional Hub
Provides one-stop access to data, tools, and information as well as a platform 
for two-way engagement. Features and capabilities include:

• Rich content catalogue with data, maps, apps, policy resources, and more
• “Planner’s Corner” full of planning-specific resources
• Public and private access
• Collaboration workspace for regional programs and initiatives (coming soon)

• Ability to request one-on-one technical assistance from SCAG

+

Member Agency Only Publicly  Accessible

Regional Hub

SoCal Atlas

Data & Information Tools

SoCal Atlas
A web-based experience allowing member agencies, other regional 
stakeholders, and the general public to explore data, statistics, and maps 
across topics and geographies.

SoCaSoCal Atl Atlaslas
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HELPR
Provides the ability to evaluate which parcels within a jurisdiction may 
have potential for residential development based on parcel attribute 
information and recommended filters.

Parcel Locator
A self-service resource for planners, residents, or other stakeholders 
(such as developers) to find and discover rich information about 
specific parcels.

Local General Plan Update Site (template)
A ready-to-use template for web-based General Plans for use by 
Member Agencies to communicate and engage with residents 
around their General Plan update.

Off-the-Shelf Planning & Engagement Tools
Esri products, provided to member agencies, along with resources, 
templates, and best practices to support a broad range of common 
planning and resident engagement workflows. This 
includes Business Analyst Web, ArcGIS Urban, and ArcGIS Pro

Available November 2021
Planning & Engagement Tools

Member Agency Only Publicly  Accessible

HELPR

Parcel Locator

Local GP Update
Site Templates

Business Analyst Web

LDX Website
A central location for member agencies and other stakeholders to 
access data sharing tools and related Local Data Exchange 
resources, view information and statistics on the state of data in the 
region and request technical assistance from SCAG.

Data Editor
A web-based application for jurisdictions and other key 
stakeholders to explore, review, and update/comment on data 
shared with SCAG through the Local Data Exchange process for 
their jurisdiction.

Data Sharing
Additional mechanisms for member agencies to provide data to 
SCAG as part of the Local Data Exchange process, including GIS 
data file upload and sharing an approved plan in ArcGIS Urban.

Data Reviewer
A workflow allowing member agencies to review and approve edits 
to data within their jurisdiction before edits are sent to SCAG and 
incorporated to the regional layers

Available January 2022
Local Data Exchange (LDX) Tools

Member Agency Only Publicly  Accessible

Packet Pg. 160

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

o
w

er
P

o
in

t 
P

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 -

 R
eg

io
n

al
 D

at
a 

P
la

tf
o

rm
  (

R
eg

io
n

al
 D

at
a 

P
la

tf
o

rm
 S

ta
tu

s 
an

d
 T

o
o

l D
em

o
n

st
ra

ti
o

n
s)



What’s next?

User Testing with 
Pilot Jurisdictions

AugJul

Incorporate testing feedback
Finalize and deploy

LAUNCH

Nov 2021

Pilot Jurisdictions
City of Barstow 
City of Fullerton
City of Long Beach
City of Los Angeles
City of Pico Rivera
City of Ventura
County of San Bernardino 
County of Imperial

Available November 2021
• Regional Hub
• SoCal Atlas
• HELPR
• Parcel Locator
• Local General Plan Initiative Templates
• Off-the-shelf Planning & Engagement Tools

Jan 2022

Available January 2022
LDX Website
LDX Data Editor 
LDX Data Sharing
LDX Reviewer

• Ongoing pilot testing for Local 
Data Exchange Rollout

• Training resources for RDP users

• One-on-one technical assistance 
for member agencies through 
SCAG LIST program

THANK YOU

Javier Aguilar, SCAG RDP Project Manager: aguilar@scag.ca.gov
Tom Vo, SCAG RDP Business Lead: vo@scag.ca.gov
Jonathan Holt, SCAG RDP Tech Lead: holt@scag.ca.gov

Caitlin Smith, Esri RDP Project Manager: csmith@esri.com
Witt Mathot, Esri RDP Tech Lead: wmathot@esri.com
Maddie Haynes, Esri RDP Deputy Tech Lead: mhaynes@esri.com
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REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
October 7, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR CEHD, EEC and TC:   
Information Only – No Action Required
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve 
the quality of life for Southern Californians. 2: Advance Southern California’s policy interests and 
planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and advocacy. 4: Provide 
innovative information and value-added services to enhance member agencies’ planning and 
operations and promote regional collaboration. 7: Secure funding to support agency priorities to 
effectively and efficiently deliver work products.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The Regional Early Action Planning Grant Program for 2021 (REAP 2021) was established as a part 

of AB 140 for the FY 21-22 budget to support transformative and innovative projects that 

implement a region’s sustainable communities strategy and help achieve goals of more housing 

and transportation options that reduce reliance on cars. REAP 2021 will provide grants to regional 

entities, primarily metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs), through a combination of 

formula and competitive-based programs. The SCAG region’s formula share is estimated to be 

$246 million.  

 

In preparation for the release of the Notice of Funding Availability in January 2022, SCAG staff has 

prepared a Draft REAP 2021 Program Development Framework to seek early feedback from the 

Policy Committees and stakeholders on funding priorities.  The Draft Framework includes a set of 

core objectives that are aligned with the REAP 2021 priorities, the Connect SoCal Implementation 

Strategy and the EAC Strategic Work Plan.  The framework outlines three (3) main programmatic 

areas to advance these core objectives.  The REAP 2021 Program Framework, when finalized with 

To: Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) 
Transportation Committee (TC) 

Community, Economic and Human Development Committee (CEHD) 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 

From: Sarah Jepson, Director of Planning 
213-236-1955, jepson@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: Regional Early Action Program (REAP) 2021 Draft Program Development 
Framework 
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clearer guidance from the State on program guidelines, will guide the funding application staff 

brings forward for Regional Council approval in early 2022. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
REAP 2021 was established as a part of AB 140 for the FY 21-22 budget.  Approximately $600 million 
is available statewide to support transformative and innovative projects that implement a region’s 
sustainable communities strategy and help achieve goals of more housing and transportation 
options that reduce reliance on cars. Approximately $500 million of these funds are from Federal 
American Recovery PA funding and the balance is State General Funds. These new funds will be 
provided as grants to regional entities, primarily metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) such 
as SCAG. The SCAG region’s formula share is estimated to be $246 million, of which an initial 
allocation of 10 percent of funds are available starting January 1, 2022.  All funds are to be 
obligated by June of 2024 and expended by June 2026. The final closeout report is due June 2026.    

 

The California Housing and Community Development Department (HCD) is the lead for the program 
and will work collaboratively with the Strategic Growth Council (SGC), Governor’s Office of Planning 
and Research (OPR), and State Air Resources Board (CARB), to develop detailed guidelines for 
implementation. Per the most recent guidance from HCD, current understanding is that a limited 
set of guidelines and related application will be released in mid to late December 2021. SCAG will be 
able to apply for 10% of its allocated funding, primarily to fund staffing and early efforts to develop 
the full program.  The full program guidelines are anticipated later in January 2022, and SCAG will 
develop a comprehensive application in 2022.  It is not yet clear how much time SCAG will have to 
develop the complete application. 

 
Program Development Framework 
Given the intent of REAP 2021 to support transformative and innovative projects that implement a 
region’s sustainable communities strategy, staff proposes to use the Connect SoCal Implementation 
Strategy as the framework and starting point for developing REAP 2021 funding programs for the 
SCAG region. The Implementation Strategy was developed in response to the supplemental 
engagement process for Connect SoCal conducted last summer and was adopted by the Regional 
Council as a companion piece to Connect SoCal. The Implementation Strategy outlines a series of 
activities for SCAG to pursue in partnership with others to implement Connect SoCal while also 
advancing pandemic recovery priorities. 

 
In addition to aligning with the Connect SoCal Implementation Strategy, program development will 

be aligned with the goals established by the Executive Administration Committee’s Strategic Work 

Plan to guide SCAG’s Leadership in Resource Deployment, including to be  the leader in resource 

deployment and convenor of biggest challenges and best practices, to lead and accelerate housing 
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production across Southern California, to be leaders in the roll out of technologies to communities 

and to be good innovators in our region.  

 

Application of the aforementioned goals to REAP 2021 have been further articulated in a set of core 
objectives and Draft Proposed Program Areas as follows:  
Core Objectives 

o Support transformative planning and implementation activities that realize Connect 

SoCal objectives 

o Leverage and augment the Connect SoCal Implementation Strategy to support 

activities that are can be implemented quickly and in line with community-driven, 

pandemic recovery priorities 

o Build regional capacity to deliver housing that realizes 6th cycle RHNA goals 

o Represent best practices in vehicle miles traveled reduction 

o Establish that projects are shovel ready and shovel worthy 

o Demonstrate consistency with Equity Early Action Plan  

o Promote infill development in Connect SoCal identified Priority Growth Areas   

 

DRAFT Proposed Program Areas  

To meet these core objectives, staff is preliminarily considering three (3) main programmatic areas 

that we would bring to our stakeholders for discussion once we have clearer guidance from the 

State on program guidelines (anticipated in January 2022): 

 
1. Early Action Initiatives: Staff will look to expand some existing programs in the Connect 

SoCal Implementation Strategy to support cities in implementing Connect SoCal, including 
the Sustainable Communities Program (SCP) Call for Projects, which funds GHG/VMT 
reducing planning activities and demonstration projects in local jurisdictions throughout the 
SCAG region.  

 
2. County Transportation Commission (CTC) Partnership Program: Staff anticipates creating a 

new partnership program with the region’s six County Transportation Commissions, to fund 
the development of plans, programs, pilot projects, and even some signature GHG/VMT 
reducing capital projects.  

• Guidelines will be developed in January of 2022 with the intent to align with Key 
Connection strategies included in Connect SoCal to advance new concepts for 
reducing VMT.  

• Key Connections focus on advancing expanded mobility ecosystems and 
management strategies using innovative policy and/or technology to realize regional 
planning goals, and account for 30% of the GHG reduction needed to meet SCAG’s 
SB 375 requirements.  
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• Examples include mobility as a service/shared mobility, congestion pricing studies 
and pilots, transit recovery and integration pilot projects, dedicated lanes and other 
tactical transit solutions to improve transit travel time and reliability, micro-transit 
and other mobility-on-demand services providing first/last mile connections, 
Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP) or VMT Mitigation Bank.  

• Staff has initiated some early outreach with CTC staff to gauge opportunities for 
partnership and anticipate continued dialogue in developing the regional program.  
 

3. Housing Supportive Infrastructure Program - The primary priority of the this new program 
would be investments in the utilities (sewer, gas, electric, broadband) needed to 
environmentally clear, entitle and ultimately build the housing needed to meet the region’s 
6th cycle RHNA goals, and in the Priority Growth areas identified in Connect SoCal.   

• This funding for infrastructure must be flexible to meet cities, counties, and utility 
providers where they are in the planning and delivery stage.  

•  A secondary focus of this infrastructure funding could be on parking, in particular 
opportunities to develop shared parking and reduce the cost of parking delivery in 
Priority Growth Areas as well as other housing supportive infrastructure such as 
open space, community facilities, food markets and childcare facilities.   

• Other components of the housing program may include promoting wealth building 
through alternate homeownership models, supporting financing mechanisms to 
deliver housing and supporting housing development on publicly owned land.  

 

The Draft REAP 2021 Program Development Framework is intended to serve as a tool to start 

conversations and gain early feedback from the Policy Committees and stakeholders on funding 

priorities and potential program areas.  Further refinement and finalization of the Framework is 

dependent upon clearer guidance from the State on program guidelines, which will be 

forthcoming in January 2022.   

 

Next Steps 

Anticipated next steps include: 

• Refining Draft REAP 2021 Program Development Framework based on feedback from 
SCAG’s Policy Committees. 

• Sharing the draft REAP 2021 Program Development Framework with CALCOG, HCD and its 
state agency partners as they work to develop the Notice of Funding Availability for the 
program.   

• Continuing conversations with key regional partners including the County Transportation 
Commissions and the Subregional Councils of Governments to further refine the approach 
and program areas. 
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• Developing a methodology for allocating resources to each of the program areas based on 
NOFA requirements, potential impact/contribution to SCS implementation and project 
readiness/worthiness. 

• Report back to the Policy Committees and seek approval from the EAC and Regional Council 
on a refined REAP 2021 Program Development Framework and initial funding application in 
early 2022. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None identified at this time. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. PowerPoint Presentation - REAP 2021 Program Development Framework 

Packet Pg. 166



Regional Early Action Program REAP 2021
Draft Program Development Framework

Planning Division
October 7, 2021

• AB140 – FY21-22 state budget
• ~ $600 million statewide 
• ~ $500 million from Federal American Recovery 
• Implement regional Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)
• More housing and transportation options / reduce reliance on cars 
SCAG Region 
• ~ $246 million SCAG region’s formula share, 
• 10 percent of funds available January 1, 2022.  
• All funds obligated June of 2024 / expended by June 2026
• Final closeout June 2026.

RRegional Early Action Planning Grant 2021 (REAP 2021) 

2
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CConnect SoCal Implementation Strategy

3

Equity & 
Engagement

Inclusive 
Economic 
Recovery

Public Health

Transportation 
Safety

Resilience

Local Capacity 
Building Local Technical 

Assistance Resources

Regional Studies & 
Programs

Transportation 
Funding & 

Programming

CConnect SoCal Implementation Strategy
LLocal Technical Assistance Resources

4

Sustainable 
Communities 

Program

REAP 1
Housing
Program

Go Human
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Leadership in Resource Deployment

• To be the leader in resource deployment and convenor
• To lead and accelerate housing production across Southern California
• To be leaders in the roll out of technologies to communities
• To be good innovators in our region

Executive Administration Committee Strategic Work Plan

5

Core Objectives

• Support transformative planning that realize Connect SoCal
• Leverage and augment activities that can be implemented quickly and 

in line with community-driven, pandemic recovery priorities
• Build regional capacity to deliver 6th cycle RHNA goals
• Represent best practices in VMT reduction
• Establish that projects are shovel ready & shovel worthy
• Demonstrate consistency with Equity Early Action Plan
• Promote infill in Connect SoCal Priority Growth Areas

DDraft Program Development Framework Core Objectives

6

Packet Pg. 169

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

o
w

er
P

o
in

t 
P

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 -

 R
E

A
P

 2
02

1 
P

ro
g

ra
m

 D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

F
ra

m
ew

o
rk

  (
R

eg
io

n
al

 E
ar

ly
 A

ct
io

n
 P

ro
g

ra
m

 (
R

E
A

P
) 

20
21

 P
ro

g
ra

m



Program Areas

• Early Action Initiatives—Connect SoCal Implementation Strategy

• County Transportation Commission Partnership Program (NEW)

• Housing Supportive Infrastructure Program (NEW)

DDraft Program Development Framework

7

1. Early Action Initiatives
• Enhance and Expand on Connect SoCal Implementation Strategy
• Ex: Sustainable Communities Program (SCP) Call for Projects

• GHG/VMT reducing planning activities and demonstration projects

2. CTC Partnership Program
• Guidelines will be developed in January of 2022
• Align with Key Connections - expanded mobility ecosystems and 

management strategies using innovative policies and/or technologies
• Ex: solutions to improve transit travel time and reliability, micro-transit 

and other mobility-on-demand services, VMT mitigation bank and 
exchange programs, etc.

• Outreach with CTCs to gauge opportunities for partnership

DDRAFT Program Areas

8
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3. Housing Supportive Infrastructure Program 
• Primary focus - investments in underlying infrastructure

• utilities (sewer, gas, electric, broadband)
• Flexibility to meet cities, counties and utility providers' capacity and 

augment existing plans and programs
• Incorporate sustainability and climate adaption strategies
• Secondary focus - parking and other supportive infrastructure such as 

open space
• Will require extensive outreach and listening sessions to develop the 

program

DDRAFT Program Areas

9

Anticipated next steps include:
• Share REAP 2021 Program Development Framework with CALCOG, HCD 

and state agency partners as they develop Notice of Funding Availability 
(NOFA).

• Initiate conversations with key regional partners including the County 
Transportation Commissions and the Subregional Councils of 
Governments to further refine the approach.

• Report back on REAP 2021 Program Development to Policy Committees in 
January 2022

PProgram Development Framework Next Steps

10
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Thank You. 
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