
SPECIAL MEETING 

Please see next page for detailed 
 instructions on how to participate in the meeting. 

 

PUBLIC ADVISORY 
Given the declared state of emergency (pursuant to State of Emergency 
Proclamation dated March 4, 2020) and local public health directives imposing and 
recommending social distancing measures due to the threat of COVID-19, and 
pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(1)(A), the meeting will be held 
telephonically and electronically.  
 

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any questions on any of 
the agenda items, please contact Maggie Aguilar at (213) 630-1420 or via email at 
aguilarm@scag.ca.gov. Agendas & Minutes are also available at: 
www.scag.ca.gov/committees. 
 
SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will accommodate 
persons who require a modification of accommodation in order to participate in this 
meeting. SCAG is also committed to helping people with limited proficiency in the English 
language access the agency’s essential public information and services. You can request 
such assistance by calling (213) 630-1420. We request at least 72 hours (three days) 
notice to provide reasonable accommodations and will make every effort to arrange for 
assistance as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

REMOTE PARTICIPATION ONLY 

 

ENERGY AND  
ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE 
 
Thursday, November 4, 2021 
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 
To Attend and Participate on Your Computer:  
https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062 

 
To Attend and Participate by Phone: 
Call-in Number: 1-669-900-6833 
Meeting ID: 317 727 062 
 
 

https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062


 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Instructions for Public Comments 

You may submit public comments in two (2) ways: 

1. In Writing: Submit written comments via email to: 

EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov by 5pm on Wednesday, November 3, 2021.  

You are not required to submit public comments in writing or in advance of the 

meeting; this option is offered as a convenience should you desire not to 

provide comments in real time as described below. 

 

All written comments received after 5pm on Wednesday, November 3, 2021 will 

be announced and included as part of the official record of the meeting.  

 

2. In Real Time:  If participating in real time via Zoom or phone, during the Public 

Comment Period, use the “raise hand” function on your computer or *9 by 

phone and wait for SCAG staff to announce your name/phone number. SCAG 

staff will unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments 

to 3 minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer.  

 

If unable to connect by Zoom or phone and you wish to make a comment, you 

may submit written comments via email to: EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov. 

 

In accordance with SCAG’s Regional Council Policy, Article VI, Section H and 

California Government Code Section 54957.9, if a SCAG meeting is “willfully 

interrupted” and the “orderly conduct of the meeting” becomes unfeasible, the 

presiding officer or the Chair of the legislative body may order the removal of the 

individuals who are disrupting the meeting. 
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Instructions for Participating in the Meeting 

SCAG is providing multiple options to view or participate in the meeting:  

To Participate and Provide Verbal Comments on Your Computer 

1. Click the following link: https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062 

2. If Zoom is not already installed on your computer, click “Download & Run Zoom” 

on the launch page and press “Run” when prompted by your browser.  If Zoom 

has previously been installed on your computer, please allow a few moments for 

the application to launch automatically.  

3. Select “Join Audio via Computer.” 

4. The virtual conference room will open. If you receive a message reading, “Please 

wait for the host to start this meeting,” simply remain in the room until the 

meeting begins.   

5. During the Public Comment Period, use the “raise hand” function located in the 

participants’ window and wait for SCAG staff to announce your name. SCAG 

staff will unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments to 

3 minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer. 

To Listen and Provide Verbal Comments by Phone 

1. Call (669) 900-6833 to access the conference room.  Given high call volumes 

recently experienced by Zoom, please continue dialing until you connect 

successfully.   

2. Enter the Meeting ID: 317 727 062, followed by #.   

3. Indicate that you are a participant by pressing # to continue. 

4. You will hear audio of the meeting in progress.  Remain on the line if the 

meeting has not yet started.  

5. During the Public Comment Period, press *9 to add yourself to the queue and 

wait for SCAG staff to announce your name/phone number. SCAG staff will 

unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments to 3 

minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer. 

 

https://scag.zoom.us/j/317727062


 
 

 

 

 
 
 

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 

EEC - Energy and Environment Committee 
Members – November 2021 

 

1. Hon. David Pollock 
EEC Chair, Moorpark, RC District 46 
 

 

2. Hon. Deborah Robertson 
EEC Vice Chair, Rialto, RC District 8 
 

 

3. Hon. Cindy Allen 
Long Beach, RC District 30 
 

 

4. Hon. Ana Beltran 
Westmorland, ICTC 
 

 

5. Hon. Daniel Brotman 
Glendale, AVCJPA 
 

 

6. Hon. Margaret Clark 
Rosemead, SGVCOG 
 

 

7. Hon. Robert Copeland 
Signal Hill, GCCOG 
 

 

8. Hon. Maria Davila 
South Gate, GCCOG 
 

 

9. Hon. Ned Davis 
Westlake Village, LVMCOG 
 

 

10. Hon. Rick Denison 
Yucca Valley, SBCTA 
 

 

11. Hon. Julian Gold 
Beverly Hills, WSCCOG 
 

 

12. Hon. Shari Horne 
Laguna Woods, OCCOG 
 

 

13. Hon. Britt Huff 
Rolling Hills Estates, SBCCOG 
 

 

14. Hon. Jonathan Ingram 
Murrieta, WRCOG 
 

 

15. Hon. Dan Kalmick 
Huntington Beach, OCCOG 
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16. Hon. Joe Kalmick 
Seal Beach, RC District 20 
 

 

17. Hon. Elaine Litster 
Simi Valley, VCOG 
 

 

18. Hon. Diana Mahmud 
South Pasadena, SGVCOG 
 

 

19. Hon. Cynthia Moran 
Chino Hills, SBCTA 
 

 

20. Hon. Oscar Ortiz 
Indio, CVAG 
 

 

21. Sup. Luis Plancarte 
Imperial County 
 

 

22. Hon. Randall Putz 
Big Bear Lake, RC District 11 
 

 

23. Sup. Carmen Ramirez 
Ventura County 
 

 

24. Hon. Greg Raths 
Mission Viejo, OCCOG 
 

 

25. Hon. Richard Rollins 
Port Hueneme, VCOG 
 

 

26. Hon. Jesus Silva 
Fullerton, Pres. Appointment (Member at Large) 
 

 

27. Hon. Sharon Springer 
Burbank, SFVCOG 
 

 

28. Hon. Connor Traut 
Buena Park, OCCOG 
 

 

29. Hon. John Valdivia 
San Bernardino, SBCTA 
 

 

30. Hon. Edward Wilson 
Signal Hill, GCCOG 
 

 

 
 
 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

    ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

Southern California Association of Governments 
Remote Participation Only 

Thursday, November 4, 2021 
9:30 AM 

 

The Energy and Environment Committee may consider and act upon any of the items on the agenda 
regardless of whether they are listed as Information or Action items. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
(The Honorable David Pollock, Chair) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Members of the public are encouraged, but not required, to submit written comments by sending an 
email to: EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov by 5pm on Wednesday, November 3, 2021.  Such 
comments will be transmitted to members of the legislative body and posted on SCAG’s website prior 
to the meeting. Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Energy and Environment 
Committee regarding any item on this agenda (other than writings legally exempt from public 
disclosure) are available at the Office of the Clerk, located at 900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700, Los 
Angeles, CA 90017 during normal business hours and/or by contacting the office by phone, (213) 630-
1420, or email to aguilarm@scag.ca.gov. Written comments received after 5pm on Wednesday, 
November 3, 2021, will be announced and included as part of the official record of the meeting. 
Members of the public wishing to verbally address the Energy and Environment Committee in real 
time during the meeting will be allowed up to 3 minutes to speak, with the presiding officer retaining 
discretion to adjust time limits as necessary to ensure efficient and orderly conduct of the meeting. 
The presiding officer has the discretion to equally reduce the time limit of all speakers based upon 
the number of comments received.  The total time period for all public comments related to items 
on the agenda and any other matter within the agency’s subject matter jurisdiction is five (5) minutes.  
However, the presiding officer retains discretion to extend the 5-minute general comment period so 
that all members of the public desiring to speak may do so.   
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Approval Items 
 

1. Minutes of the Meeting – October 7, 2021 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
2. U.S. Green Business Council Los Angeles: Wildfire Defense Education and Tours                30 Mins. 
(Ben Stapleton, Executive Director, US Green Business Council’s LA Chapter) 
 

mailto:EECPublicComment@scag.ca.gov
mailto:aguilarm@scag.ca.gov
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3. Orange County Equity Map and Social Progress Index                             20 Mins. 
(Katie Kalvoda, President & Board Chair, AdvanceOC) 
 
4. Southern California Goods Movement Communities Freight Impact Assessment             15 Mins. 
(Alison Linder, Senior Regional Planner) 
 
5. Water Supply and Drought Update                                30 Mins. 
(Danielle Dolan, Water Program Manager, Local Government Commission) 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
(The Honorable David Pollock, Chair) 
 

STAFF REPORT 
(Rachel Wagner, Regional Affairs Officer, SCAG Staff) 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADJOURNMENT 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
November 4, 2021 

 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2021 

 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE ENERGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE (EEC). A DIGITAL RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE 
AT: <http://scag.iqm2.com/Citizens/>. 

 

The Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) of the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) held its regular meeting virtually (telephonically and electronically), given the 
declared state of emergency (pursuant to State of Emergency Proclamation dated March 4, 2020) 
and local public health directives imposing and recommending social distancing measures due to 
the threat of COVID-19, and pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(1)(A). A quorum was 
present.  
 
Members Present 
Hon. David Pollock, Moorpark (Chair) District 46 

Hon. Deborah Robertson, Rialto (Vice Chair) District 8 

Hon. Cindy Allen, Long Beach District 30 

Hon. Ana Beltran, Westmoreland ICTC 

Hon. Daniel Brotman, Glendale AVCJPA 

Hon. Margaret Clark, Rosemead SGVCOG 

Hon. Robert Copeland, Signal Hill GCCOG 

Hon. Ned Davis, Westlake Village LVMCOG 

Hon. Rick Denison, Yucca Valley SBCTA 

Hon. Julian Gold, Beverly Hills WSCCOG 

Hon. Shari Horne, Laguna Woods OCCOG 

Hon. Britt Huff, Rolling Hills Estates SBCCOG 

Hon. Dan Kalmick, Huntington Beach OCCOG 

Hon. Joe Kalmick, Seal Beach District 20 

Hon. Elaine Litster, Simi Valley VCOG 

Hon. Diana Mahmud, South Pasadena SGVCOG 

Hon. Cynthia Moran, Chino Hills SBCTA 

Hon. Oscar Ortiz, Indio CVAG 

Sup. Luis Plancarte Imperial County 

Hon. Randall Putz, Big Bear Lake District 11 
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Sup. Carmen Ramirez  Ventura County 

Hon. Greg Raths, Mission Viejo OCCOG 

Hon. Jesus Silva, Fullerton President’s Appointment 

Hon. Sharon Springer, Burbank SFVCOG 

Hon. Connor Traut, Buena Park OCCOG 

Hon. John Valdivia, Signal Hill GCCOG 

Hon. Edward H.J. Wilson, Signal Hill GCCOG 

 

Members Not Present 
Hon. Victoria Baca, Moreno Valley WRCOG 

Hon. Maria Davila, South Gate GCCOG 

Hon. Richard Rollins, Port Hueneme VCOG 

  

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chair David Pollock called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Staff confirmed a quorum was present. 
Policy Committee Member, Sharon Springer, Burbank, SFVCOG, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Chief Counsel Michael Houston read a statement for the record on the basis for holding this 
meeting pursuant to recent amendments to the Brown Act, noting the current recommended social 
distancing measures and existing declared state of emergency. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Chair Pollock opened the Public Comment Period.   
 
Staff informed Chair Pollock that SCAG had received 42 written comments before the 5:00 p.m. 
deadline and 3 comments after the 5:00 p.m. deadline.  
 
Mr. Ian Achimore, from the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority addressed the Committee 
regarding a grant opportunity from the state called Proposition 1, Round 2, Integrated Regional 
Water Management. He stated there were about $200 million available for Southern California and 
were looking for projects that tackled climate change and water resources.  
 
Chief Counsel Michael Houston informed the Chair there was a comment in the chat on Zoom 
asking if public comments for individual items would be taken. He clarified that SCAG allowed a 
general comment period at the beginning of an agenda, unless there was a public hearing, which 
was not the case for [the EEC] agenda. He then stated if there was any member of the public that 
wanted to speak on any item on the agenda or within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Committee they were being asked to speak at that time.   
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Andy Henderson addressed the members regarding Greenprint. He stated that continuing the pause 
on the matter was a potentially good move from their point of view. He asked that they consider 
whether the list of datasets could be taken down while the process of pausing and revisiting the 
Greenprint unfolded in the following weeks. He stated they did not want that data to continue 
being posted on SCAG’s website in draft form due to its prejudicial nature. He asked that they 
consider that in their discussion.  
 
Luis Portillo, from the Inland Empire Economic Partnership raised concerns regarding Greenprint, 
specifically the way it was developed and some of the problems that had arisen thus far. He 
expressed that the way it was being developed would undermine local governments abilities to 
make land use decisions within their own cities. He stated they thought that was a fundamental 
responsibility to local governments.  
 
Richard Lambros, on behalf of the California Leadership Council, stated he had similar comments to 
what had been shared. He clarified the business community was not opposed to the Greenprint. He 
stated the concerns and objections they were hearing were where they were in the process. He 
stated they wanted to get the policy in place from the leaders so there was clear direction where 
this was going and how it would be used. He stated the Greenprint was on a timeline of their 
choosing and they could take the pause and get it right.  
 
Chair Pollock confirmed the 10-minute comment period window had passed.  
 
Seeing there were no public comment speakers, Chair Pollock closed the Public Comment Period.  
 
REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS 
  
There were no requests to prioritize agenda items. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Approval Items 
 
1. Minutes of the Meeting - September 2, 2021 
 
Receive and File 
 
2. Third Quarterly Update on Climate Change Action Resolution Activities 
 
3. Californians for Community Planning Voter Initiative 
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A MOTION was made (Robertson) to approve the Consent Calendar. Motion was SECONDED (Huff) 
and passed by the following votes: 
 
AYES: Allen, Beltran, Brotman, Clark, Copeland, Denison, Gold, Horne, Huff, Ingram, D. 

Kalmick, J. Kalmick, Litster, Mahmud, Moran, Ortiz, Plancarte, Pollock, Putz, Ramirez, 
Raths, Robertson, Silva, Springer and Traut (25) 

 
NOES:  None (0) 
 
ABSTAINS: None (0) 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
4. Connect SoCal CEQA Addendum No. 2 to Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (State 

Clearinghouse #2019011061)         
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Recommend that the Regional Council adopt draft Resolution to approve the Addendum #2 to the 
Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) 
 
Karen Calderon, Associate Regional Planner, provided a brief presentation on Agenda Item No. 4, in 
which staff was seeking EECs approval of Addendum No. 2, to the Connect SoCal Environmental 
Impact Report. She stated no comments had been received and there had only been one revision 
between the draft version and the proposed final version she was presenting that day. The revision 
was an addition of a footnote on page 4 to clarify how the project modifications were defined in the 
project description.  
 
A MOTION was made (Allen) to approve Item No. 4. Motion was SECONDED (J. Kalmick) and passed 
by the following votes: 
 
AYES: Allen, Beltran, Brotman, Clark, Copeland, Denison, Gold, Horne, Huff, Ingram, D. 

Kalmick, J. Kalmick, Litster, Mahmud, Moran, Ortiz, Plancarte, Pollock, Putz, Ramirez, 
Raths, Robertson, Silva, Springer, Traut and Wilson (26) 

 
NOES:  None (0) 
 
ABSTAINS: None (0) 
 
5. Transportation Conformity Determination of Proposed Final Connect SoCal Amendment #1 and 
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REPORT 

 
     

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Recommend that the Regional Council adopt the transportation conformity determination of the 
Connect SoCal Amendment #1 and the 2021 Federal Transportation Improvement Program 
Consistency Amendment #21-05 at its November 4, 2021, meeting; and thereafter direct staff to 
submit it to the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration for approval. 
 
Rongsheng Luo, Program Manager II, provided a brief presentation on Item No. 5 in which staff was 
seeking recommendation from the EEC that the Regional Council adopt the transportation 
conformity determination of the Proposed Final Amendments at its meeting on November 4, 2021, 
and that following the adoption by the Regional Council the transportation conformity 
determination would be submitted to the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FHWA/FTA) for their final approval. 
 
A MOTION was made (Ramirez) to approve Item No. 5. Motion was SECONDED (Huff) and passed by 
the following votes: 
 
AYES: Allen, Beltran, Brotman, Clark, Copeland, Denison, Gold, Horne, Huff, Ingram, D. 

Kalmick, J. Kalmick, Litster, Mahmud, Moran, Ortiz, Plancarte, Pollock, Putz, Ramirez, 
Raths, Robertson, Silva, Springer, Traut and Wilson (26) 

 
NOES:  None (0) 
 
ABSTAINS: None (0) 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
6. SoCal Greenprint Update 
 
Jason Greenspan, Manager of Sustainable and Resilient Development, provided a report 
summarizing and describing the SoCal Greenprint Project. He also provided a recap of the Regional 
Councils action in July, reviewed the regional policy framework, described the outreach process and 
the feedback received, discussed the data vetting process staff wanted to apply, the next steps and 
the updated staff recommendation.   
 
Policy Committee Member Carmen Ramirez, Ventura County, asked staff member Greenspan to 
enhance his discussion about publicly available information because she thought that was one of 
the issues they would hear about. Mr. Greenspan stated it had been their priority to make sure they 
provided links to datasets that were publicly available that were existing. He reiterated that when 
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they say public information it would be accessible, existing, and open at that moment. Policy 
Committee Member Ramirez asked if this was not currently compiled in one place. Mr. Greenspan 
confirmed that was the case and the Greenprint would centralize that information into one tool.  
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Policy Committee Julian Gold, Beverly Hills, WSCCOG, stated that the PowerPoint Presentation slide 
that touched on outreach, suggested they had 4,200 requests for response but in the data that 
followed, their ends were very small. He asked if this suggested that out of 4,200 they sent out they 
only got a response from a handful. Mr. Greenspan stated that was correct. He stated they kept the 
survey open for at least two weeks and wanted to make sure they were being responsive to the 
direction from the Regional Council to get feedback. He stated this had been one of the ways they 
had done that in addition to the public hearing. Policy Committee Member Gold stated he 
appreciated the effort but that sort of response from a survey of that magnitude was not only 
insignificant but irrelevant because it was skewed by people with a very strong focus one way or the 
other. He suggested that if they paused again, they take some time to see if they could increase 
that number to get something that was truly representative of 4,200. 
 
Policy Committee Elaine Litster, Simi Valley, VCOG, stated she agreed with Policy Committee 
Member Gold that there was concern regarding statistical significance. She stated 27% expressed 
concern over data content and asked what specific data caused concern. Mr. Greenspan stated they 
asked a specific question for feedback on datasets. He stated he thought it was a general expression 
of concern about datasets overall. Staff member Kimberly Clark, Program Manager of Resource 
Conservation Resilient Communities, stated they had some concerns regarding the data layers 
conveyed through the survey, recommendations on using other data layers, and concern about 
using NGO and non-profit derived data layers.  
 
Policy Committee Member Britt Huff, Rolling Hills Estates, SBCCOG, stated she was pleased to see 
the data tool identifying landscape features important to residents and communities.  
 

Policy Committee Diana Mahmud, South Pasadena, SGVCOG, recommended that the composition 
of the advisory task group be comprised of one representative from each of the five stakeholder 
groups that had been identified. She also recommended that group continue in existence such that 
a user of the Greenprint, that had significant concerns, would have the ability to contest the 
inclusion of datasets and review would be undertaken by the advisory task group.  
 
Chair Pollock asked how much overlap there was between the Greenprint and the CalEnviroScreen. 
Ms. Clark stated they were using the CalEnviroScreen data. She stated they were in close contact 
and coordination with CalEPA. She stated once the newer version of CalEnviroScreen was available 
it would be used in the tool.  
 
7. Regional Early Action Program (REAP) 2021 Program Development Framework 
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Sarah Jepson, Planning Director, provided an update on Item No. 7 and indicated the SCAG region’s 
share of the REAP grant funds was $246 million, which 10 percent would be available in January 
2022. She further highlighted that to meet the core objectives as identified in the staff report, staff 
was considering three main programmatic areas that they would be bringing to stakeholders for 
discussion once they had clearer guidance from the State on program guidelines.  
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Vice Chair Deborah Robertson, Rialto, District 8, wanted to know how they connected their 
educational aspect into REAP. She wanted to know how they engaged their schools as part of this 
process. Ms. Jepson stated they were looking at ways they could work a lot more closely with 
community-based organizations to do outreach for their programs. She stated they had stronger 
connections with parent organizations and groups working at schools to help them understand the 
ways in which planning could support some of their other priorities.  
 
8. Environmental Justice/Communities of Concern Update  

 
Ms. Jepson introduced the item and staff member Anita Au, Senior Regional Planner, presented an 
overview and update on SCAGs Environmental Justice (EJ) efforts, which are intended to lay the 
foundation for future policy discussions on advancing the EAP goals through enhancement of 
SCAG’s EJ policies, analysis and programs as part of the development of the 2024 Connect SoCal-
SCAG’s Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy, and other related 
efforts.  
 
Policy Committee Member Margaret Clark, Rosemead, SGVCOG, commented on funding for 
mileage-based user fees and disadvantaged communities. She stated that if they placed mileage-
based user fees it would really hurt the communities of color and disadvantaged communities. She 
stated they had to take this into consideration as they were considering the effects on 
disadvantaged communities.  
 
9. Mobility Innovations & Pricing: An Initiative to Elevate Equity in Planning 
 
Jaimee Lederman, Senior Regional Planner, provided an overview on SCAGs recent work on Mobility 
Innovations and Pricing initiatives. She covered the mobility innovations concepts and provided 
information on community based driven engagement and outreach. She also addressed the issue of 
understanding the travel of underrepresented communities.     
 
Policy Committee Member Clark once again expressed her concerns on the effects this would have 
on the communities of color.  
 
Chair Pollock stated that going forward with Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) they were going to have 
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to show how it compares to the gas tax, which was supposed to phase out as they phased in VMT. 
He stated this was going to be the key to making this acceptable to the public.  
 
Policy Committee, Edward H.J. Wilson, Signal Hill, GCCOG, stated he doubted there would be a 
tradeoff between taxes. He suggested they look into a tire or wheel tax as it would get to multi-
transportation vehicles.  
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CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Chair Pollock provided an update on how SCAG’s Policy Committees would be staffed and provided 
a direct link to the Executive Administration Committee. He stated EEC along with the other two 
standing policy committees would be receiving extra support from the Government Affairs team in 
conjunction with [the] Planning [Department]. He stated they had been assigned lead staff from 
both departments, Planning Director Sarah Jepson would be the planning lead and Rachel Wagner 
would serve as the committees dedicated staff member. He stated these changes had been made 
to streamline the agenda process, provide additional support and follow-up, and ensure expanded 
policy leadership for Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs.  
 
STAFF REPORT 
 
Rachel Wagner informed the members that registration was open for the 12th Annual Southern 
California Economic Summit. She stated the theme this year would be “From Inclusive Recovery to 
Inclusive Growth.” She shared the event would be held virtually on Thursday, December 2, from 
9:00 a.m. - to noon. Furthermore, she stated Elected Officials and City Managers would be receiving 
complimentary registration.  
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Policy Committee Member Ramirez stated she was associated with the Water Education for Latino 
Leaders and stated that if any elected official had a Latino constituency, they were Latino Leaders. 
She shared there was a free webinar coming up about jobs in the water industry.  
 
Vice Chair Robertson asked that they could have a briefing to talk about the legislative path they 
would take to give their local jurisdiction the opportunity to manage and regulate tolling for 
congestion management on local roads.    
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Chair Pollock shared he would be ending the meeting on a sad note. He stated he had just learned 
that Victoria Baca, Mayor Pro Tem of Moreno Valley, passed away the day before. He stated she 
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was a member of [EEC] and was the first Hispanic woman to serve on the Moreno Valley City 
Council, and left behind a daughter, three grandchildren and one great grandchild. He stated their 
thoughts and prayers were with her family and loved ones.  

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Chair Pollock adjourned the Energy and Environment Committee 
meeting in memory of Victoria Baca at 11:41 a.m. 

[MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE EEC] 
// 



MEMBERS Representing Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May
Total Mtgs 

Attended 

To Date

Allen, Cindy Long Beach, District 30 1 1 0 1 3

Baca, Victoria Moreno Valley, WRCOG 1 1 0 0 2

Beltran, Ana Westmoreland, ICTC 1 0 0 1 2

Brotman, Daniel Glendale, AVCJPA 1 1 1 1 4

Clark, Margaret Rosemead, SGVCOG 1 0 1 1 3

Copeland, Robert Signal Hill, GCCOG 1 1 1 1 4

Davila, Maria South Gate, GCCOG 0 0 0 0 0

Davis, Ned Westlake Village, LVMCOG 1 1 1 0 3

Denison, Rick Yucca Valley, SCBTA 1 1 0 1 3

Gold, Julian Beverly Hills, WSCCOG 1 1 D 1 1 4

Horne, Shari Laguna Woods, OCCOG 1 1 1 1 4

Huff, Britt Rolling Hills Estates, SCBCOG 1 1 A 1 1 4

Ingram,Jonathan Murrieta, WRCOG 1 1 2

Kalmick, Dan Huntington Beach, OCCOG 1 1 1 1 4

Kalmick, Joe Seal Beach, District 20 1 1 R 1 1 4

Litster, Elaine Simi Valley, VCOG 1 0 1 1 3

Mahmud, Diana So. Pasadena, SGVCOG 1 0 K 1 1 3

Moran, Cynthia Chino Hills, SBCTA 1 1 1 1 4

Ortiz, Oscar Indio, CVAG 1 1 1 1 4

Plancarte, Luis Imperial County 1 1 1 1 4

Pollock, David (CHAIR) Moorpark, VCOG 1 1 1 1 4

Putz, Randall Big Bear Lake, District 11 1 1 1 1 4

Ramirez, Carmen Oxnard, RC District 45 1 1 1 1 4

Raths, Greg Mission Viejo, OCCOG 1 1 1 1 4

Robertson, Deborah Rialto, RC District 8 1 1 1 1 4

Rollins, Richard Port Hueneme, VCOG 1 1 1 0 3

Silva, Jesus Fullerton, President's Appointment 1 1 1 1 4

Springer, Sharon Burbank, SFVCOG 1 0 1 1 3

Traut, Connor Buena Park, OCCOG 1 1 1 1 4

Valdivia, John San Bernardino, SBCCOG 0 1 1 0 2

Wilson, Edward H.J. Signal Hill, GCCOG 1 1 0 1 3
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REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
November 4, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
Information Only – No Action Required. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve 
the quality of life for Southern Californians.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
Ben Stapleton, Executive Director of the U.S. Green Building Council Los Angeles chapter (USGBC-
LA), will present an overview of USGBC-LA's Wildfire Defense Education and Tours program which 
aims to bring together Southern California residents, the real estate industry, and the green 
building community together to take effective actions to save lives and property while mitigating 
fire risk. The program is designed to empower property owners, designers, and managers to 
proactively reduce wildfire hazards to minimize the loss of property and life, which helps to realize 
Connect SoCal’s goal for the region to adapt to a changing climate and is in line with the Regional 
Council’s unanimously adopted Climate Action Resolution No. 21-628-1. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Extended dry heat days and extreme wildfires represent the most tangible and immediate examples 
of how climate change is impacting the SCAG region’s health, safety and economic welfare. In 2020, 
California’s record number of dry heat days increased overall fire risk to the highest degree that the 
state has ever endured. Moreover, California experienced over 6,000 fires that burned millions of 
acres, making 2020 the largest wildfire season recorded in the state's modern history, according to 
the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.1 Economic costs attributable to these 
wildfires are estimated to sum to $10 billion dollars in 20202 with impacts also including damage to 
property, increased costs of health care, business disruption, lost tax revenue, and decreased 
property values. There have been more than 1,200 preventable deaths from respiratory illnesses 
directly linked to last year’s wildfire smoke.3 Those experiencing the most severe COVID-19 

To: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 

From: Kimberly Clark, Program Manager I 
(213) 236-1844, clark@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: U.S. Green Business Council Los Angeles: Wildfire Defense Education and 
Tours 
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outcomes are even more vulnerable to respiratory maladies exacerbated by long-term wildfire 
smoke exposure. Residents in SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities (DACs), who have historically 
been over-burdened by environmental hazards, are particularly vulnerable.  
 
The SCAG region now faces a 365-days-a-year fire season with devastating and potentially deadly 
consequences. There are, however, steps that can be taken to protect properties, mitigate the 
region’s fire danger, and increase the the region’s resilience.  
In January 2021, SCAG’s Regional Council unanimously adopted a resolution affirming a climate 
emergency in Southern California and called on local and regional partners to join together to 
improve regional resilience and reduce hazards from a changing climate. This action builds on 
Connect SoCal’s Sustainable Communities Strategy, which supports development of local climate 
adaptation and hazard mitigation plans as well as project implementation that improves community 
resiliency to climate change and natural hazards. Indeed, architects, builders, developers, urban 
planners, and landscapers have critical roles to play and the green building community is taking 
action. The U.S. Green Building Council Los Angeles (USGBC-LA) chapter aims to promote 
sustainability in Los Angeles County’s built environment by delivering access to knowledge, 
resources, recognition, and networking. Members consist of a diverse group of stakeholders in 
building and urban design, construction, and operations – all working together to transform 
Southern California into a more sustainable region for all.  
 
The region’s residents, the real estate industry, and the green building community can take 
effective actions to save lives and property while mitigating fire risk. USGBC-LA’s Wildfire Defense 
Education and Tours program increases awareness by providing knowledge, reducing confusion, 
and infusing communities with hope and support. Content is designed to empower property 
owners, designers, and managers to proactively reduce wildfire hazards to minimize the loss of 
property and life.  
 
USGBC-LA’s tours showcase specific risk reduction strategies, including the latest home-hardening 
and Firewise landscaping strategies to professionals as well as the public. These tours are supported 
by webinars designed to dispel myths and offer clear, substantive guidance for fire mitigation and 
safety. Attendees can learn such items as:  

 

• The importance of location in relation to fire pathways  
• Simple vs. complex design to minimize building heat traps  
• Low ignition materials and sealed building envelope  
• Effective defensible space Strategic (Firewise native) plant choice and placement 
• Removal of highly flammable and invasive grasses and trees  

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None.  
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ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. PowerPoint Presentation - USGBC_WFD_SCAG_Fall2021 
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Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
November 4, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC and CEHD:   
Information Only – No Action Required 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR RC: 
Receive and File 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 2: Advance Southern California’s policy 
interests and planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and 
advocacy.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
Katie Kalvoda, President and Board Chair of AdvanceOC, will provide a presentation on the 
Orange County Equity Map and Social Progress Index. In July 2020, AdvanceOC created the 
Orange County Equity Map using the Social Progress Index (SPI) which was developed through a 
public-private partnership between AdvanceOC, the County of Orange, and the Health Care 
Agency. This index, used world-wide, was developed to enable users to identify root causes, 
understand social determinants, investigate disparities, and help create equity focused strategies 
and solutions. Using 50 indicators, SPI can measure, track, and map inequities with neighborhood 
precision. The Orange County Equity Map, created from SPI, displays data for all 580 
neighborhood census tracts within the county and provides the county’s Average Component 
score. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In July 2020, SCAG’s Regional Council adopted Resolution 20-623-2, affirming its commitment to 
advancing justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion throughout Southern California and subsequently 
adopted the Racial Equity Early Action Plan (EAP) in May 2021. The EAP provides a set of 
overarching goals and strategies to advance racial equity through SCAG’s policies, practices, and 

To: Community Economic & Human Development Committee (CEHD) 
Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) 
Regional Council (RC) 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 

From: Anita Au, Senior Regional Planner 
(213) 236-1874, au@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: Orange County Equity Map and Social Progress Index 
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activities. One implementation action listed in the EAP includes encouraging racial equity in local 
planning by providing elected officials with information and tools to promote racial equity.   
AdvanceOC’s Orange County Equity Map and Social Progress Index is an innovative tool that can 
promote and advance equity. Katie Kalvoda, President and Board Chair of AdvanceOC, will provide a 
presentation on this resource and how it is being used in local jurisdictions to advance equity. 
 
AdvanceOC’s mission is to use innovative and strategic philanthropy to address inequities in Orange 
County communities. They bring together leaders from the public, private, and non-profit sectors to 
champion equity-oriented, data-driven strategies.  
 
In July 2020, the Orange County Board of Supervisors commissioned AdvanceOC to create an 
Orange County Equity Map using the Social Progress Index (SPI). The Orange County Equity Map and 
Social Progress Index are products of a public-private partnership between AdvanceOC, the County 
of Orange, and the Health Care Agency, with technical help on the index from Social Progress 
Imperative.  
 
AdvanceOC developed the SPI to measure, track, and map inequities with neighborhood precision 
to identify root causes, understand social determinants, and help create equity focused strategies 
and solutions. The index, which is used world-wide, includes 55 population indicators, shown in 
Attachment No.1 – Social Progress Index Indicators, organized within three broad dimensions: Basic 
Human Needs, Foundations of Wellbeing, and Opportunity.  
 
The SPI enables users to review scores, out of 100, at various geographic levels including 
countywide, by city, by zip code or by census tract. The platform enables data to be presented at 
the neighborhood level to allow local agencies to understand local issues and the disparities 
between their neighborhoods. 
 
Developed from SPI, the Orange County Equity Map, shown in Attachment No.2 – Orange County 
Equity Map, displays data for all 580 neighborhood census tracts as well as CDC population health 
and U.S. Census Bureau demographic data for the county and includes the county’s Average 
Component SPI score, shown in Attachment No.3 – Orange County Average Component Scores, 
which is an average of all scores of all census tracts within the county.  
 
The SPI, Orange County Equity Map and additional information on AdvanceOC can be found on 
their website at https://www.advanceoc.com/. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
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2. Attachment 1 - Social Progress Index Indicators 
3. Attachment 2 - Orange County Equity Map 
4. Attachment 3 - Orange County Average Component Scores 
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ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. PowerPoint Presentation - AdvOC 



FULFILLING THE DREAM
www.advanceoc.com

What would you do if you knew
Where suffering lives,
Where poverty persists,
And dreams are denied?  

OUR 
THEORY 
OF CHANGE
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ALL VOLUNTEER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

KATIE KALVODA 
Katie is the founder of G3 Ventures, a nonprofit organization specializing in impact investments. In 
addition, Katie serves as a Board Member for California Health Facilities Financing Authority as an 
appointee of the Honorable Anthony Rendon, Speaker of the CA Assembly.

NAZY FOULADIRAD 
Nazy is President and Chief Operating Officer of Tevora, a cyber security consulting firm, named one 
of the fastest growing companies in the US. Nazy and her husband Ray, a veteran, are lifelong 
community philanthropists contributing to local causes like the Children's Hospital of Orange County.

SISTER THUY TRAN 
Sister Thuy is a Sister of St Joseph of Orange. She is part of the Mission Integration team with 
Providence St. Joseph, formerly Director of Community Relations and trustee of the Sisters of St 
Joseph Healthcare Foundation.  

DAVID THRESHIE 
David is Director of Marketing at the Texas Children’s Hospital and founder of Thewonk.com, a digital 
communications and fundraising platform for nonprofits.  David was previously a Board Member of 
Freedom Communications, Inc., where he served in multiple editorial and marketing roles.  

NIOSHA SHAKOORI 
Niosha is an employment attorney and human resources consultant with a specialty in building a 
culture of success and innovation. She is the founder of clarusHR, which provides strategic and cost-
effective consulting services on all workplace matters.

A TALE 
OF TWO 
HORIZONS
Orange County has one of the most beautiful landscapes in California. 
However, our community, like many others, is challenged by systemic 
health, housing, educational, economic and opportunity disparities.

How can we close these gaps? At Advance OC, we aim to address 
these disparities by bringing community stakeholders together to invest 
in equity focused strategies. We start by developing a Social Progress 
Index. Using 50 indicators, we can measure, track, and map inequities 
in our community with neighborhood precision. Doing this enables us to 
identify root causes, understand social determinants, and help advance 
Orange County.  
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FROM INDEX
TO ACTION
TO IMPACT

PARTNERING WITH SPI
Delivering local data and insight that is 
meaningful, relevant and actionable

AdvanceOC partnered with Social 
Progress Imperative, a 501(c)(3) 
public charity with the following 
mission: 

“We dream of a world in which 
people come first. A world where 
families are safe, healthy and free.”

AAdvanceOC envisions a world 
where a person’s zip code does not 
limit their human potential.  

Play Video
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Nutrition and Basic Medical Care
Supermarket access (% of pop.)
Kindergarten vaccination rate (% of kindergarteners)
Preventative care visits (% of adults)
Dental care visits (% of adults)
Households with food stamp benefits in the past 12 
months (% of households)

Water and Sanitation
Safe Drinking Water Act health-based violations
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act hazardous 
waste violations
Businesses in compliance with health standards (% of 
total businesses

Housing
Housing cost burden (owners) (% of housing units) 
Housing cost burden (renters) (% of housing units) 
Housing overcrowding (% of households)
Eviction Rate (per 100 renter homes)

Personal Safety
Violent crime rate (per 1,000 pop.)
Property crime rate (per 1,000 pop.)
Motor vehicle accident rate (per 1,000 pop.)

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS

Access to Basic Education
Preschool enrollment (% of 3 & 4 year olds) 
Social-emotional vulnerable (% of children under 5)
Communication and general knowledge (% of children under 5)
Third grade language arts proficiency (% of 3rd graders)
Eighth grade math proficiency (% of 8th graders)
Population without high school diploma or equivalent (% of pop. 
ages 18-24 )

Access to Information and Communications
Broadband subscription (% of pop.)
Average broadband speed (Mbps download)
Cellular data subscription (% of pop.)
One or more types of computing devices present (% of 
households)
No Internet Access (% of pop.)

Health and Wellness
Vulnerable or at risk physical health (% of children under 5)
Poor mental health days
Obesity prevalence (% of adults)
Diabetes prevalence (% of adults)
Cancer prevalence (% of adults)

Environmental Quality

Ozone average 8-hour concentration (ppm)
Nitrogen dioxide average annual concentration (ppb)
Carbon footprint (metric tons CO2)
Wildfire hazard potential

FOUNDATIONS OF WELLBEING

Personal Rights
Home ownership (% of households)
Voter registration rate (% of voting eligible pop.)
Voter turnout (% of voting eligible pop.)

Personal Freedom and Choice
Child care deserts
Disconnected youth (% of 16-19 year olds)
Walkability index
Alternative transportation usage (% of commuters)

Inclusiveness
Linguistic isolation
Gender pay gap
Residential segregation (non-
Residential isolation (non-

Access to Advanced Education
Bachelor’s Degree Holders (% of pop. age 25+)
Advanced Degree Holders (% of pop. age 25+)
Associates Degree Holders (% of pop. age 25+)

OPPORTUNITY

Social Progress Index: Orange County

GUIDED BY LOCAL NEEDS

Community Centered & Locally Informed

COMMUNITY BASED APPROACH

Public Agencies
Orange County Health Care Agency
Orange County Social Services Agency
OC Human Relations Commission
First 5 OC
CalOptima
County Board of Supervisors

Education
Orange County Department of Education
Cal State Fullerton
UCI

Health
Providence St Joseph Health
MemorialCare
UCI Health
Hoag Hospital
Kaiser Permanente
The Children’s Hospital of Orange County (CHOC)
Orange County Health Improvement Partnership

Philanthropy (Partial List)
United Way
OC Grantmakers
Sisters of St Joseph Foundation
Tarsadia Foundation

Community Engagement (Partial List)
Launch Event (July 14, 2021)

Fullerton City Council 
Orange County Aging Services Collaborative
City of Stanton Collaborative 
Orange County COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force
Kiwanis Club of Greater Anaheim
RevHUB OC
Orange County Business Council
Mesa Water District
Costa Mesa City Council
Southern CA Association of Governments (SCAG)
Mayor’s DEI Task Force (City of Tustin)
City of Irvine Community Services
City of Garden Grove Collaborative
Behavioral Health Advisory Board
AltaMed Health
American Academy of Pediatrics
Latino Health Access
Abrazar
MECCA (Multi-Ethnic Collaborative of Community Agencies)
Chinese American Chamber of Commerce
OC Behavioral Health
National Health Equity Summit
Fullerton Fire Department
Orange County Labor Federation
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ORANGE COUNTY AVERAGE COMPONENT SCORES
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US SPI score = 85.7
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OC SOCIAL PROGRESS INDEX BY CITY

Population weighted average scores 
based on City:Tract crosswalks. 

TOP 50 CENSUS TRACTS
OC Average SPI score = 44.5
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BOTTOM 50 CENSUS TRACTS
OC Average SPI score = 44.5

La Habra/ Fullerton
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FROM INDEX
TO ACTION
TO IMPACT

PARTNERING WITH HCA
To understand neighborhood health disparities

NEIGHBORHOOD LOOKUP TOOL

Life expectancy 
is 75.2 years

Life expectancy 
is 89.3 years

Disneyland
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WHY DO SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH MATTER?

BECAUSE THEY ARE SOCIAL 
DETERMINANTS OF
• Education
• Opportunity
• Income
• Life Outcomes
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Population Health Food & Nutrition Community Development

EXAMPLES OF USE CASES

COVID Vulnerability Index

Social Determinants of 
Health

Food Insecurity

Promoting Long Term 
Nutrition

Housing & Homelessness

Opportunity Zones

O V E R L AY SO V E R L AY S
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BASIC HUMAN NEEDS FOUNDATIONS OF WELLBEING OPPORTUNITY
Health & Nutrition Access to Basic Knowledge Personal Rights
Kindergarten Vaccination Rates Third grade language arts proficiency Homeownership 
Supermarket Access Eighth grade math proficiency Voter Registration Rates
Households with food stamps Population without highschool diploma Voter Turnout

Water & Sanitation Access to Info & Communications Personal Freedom & Choice
Safe Drinking Water Broadband subscription Disconnected youth (16-19)
Hazardous Waste Violations Avg broadband speed Childcare deserts
Businesses in Compliance with Cellular data subscription Walkability Index
Health Standards No internet access Alternative transportation usage

One or more types of computing devices Commute Time
Shelter Youth Unemployment
Housing Cost Burden (owners) Health & Wellness
Housing Cost Burden (renters) Social-Emotional Vulnerable (under 5) Inclusiveness
Housing Overcrowding Poor mental health days Linguistic isolation
Eviction Rate Diabetes prevalence Gender Pay Gap

Obesity prevalence Residential Isolation
Substance abuse Residential Segregation

Personal Safety Binge drinking 
Violent Crime Smoking Prevalence
Property Crime Access to Advance Education
Moter Vehicle Accident Rate Environmental Quality Bachelors Degree Holders
Security on Campus PM2.5 average annual concentration Advanced Degree Holders
Gang Activity Ozone average 8-hour concentration Associate Degree Holders

Nitrogen dioxide avg annual 
concentration
Carbon footprint
Wildfire hazard potential 

YOUTH VULNERABILITY INDEX
O V E R L AY S
Education Indicators County & Public Resources
• Education Outcomes • Behavioral Health Centers
• Preschool enrollment • HS Wellness Centers
• Kindergarten Readiness • Mental Health Hospitals
•

Rates
•

Centers
• College Enrollment • Section 8 Housing
• Chronic Absenteeism
• College Graduation Rate
• Total ESL Students
• Student Proficiency 

Mental Health Screens
• Suspension Rates • Suicide Attempts

• Suicide Ideations

Education Goals
•

Children
• Language Immersion • % Use of Antidepressants
• Ethnic Studies • Rate of Eating Disorders
• SEL Curriculum
• Civic Engagement

Educational Environment
• Diversity of School 

Administration
• Rates of Bullying
•
• Co-Ed Sports

We’re here to answer your questions: 
katie@advanceoc.com
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Nutrition and Basic Medical Care
Supermarket access (% of pop.)
Kindergarten vaccination rate (% of kindergarteners)
Preventative care visits (% of adults)
Dental care visits (% of adults)
Households with food stamp benefits in the past 12 
months (% of households)

Water and Sanitation
Safe Drinking Water Act health-based violations
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act hazardous 
waste violations
Businesses in compliance with health standards (% of 
total businesses

Housing
Housing cost burden (owners) (% of housing units) 
Housing cost burden (renters) (% of housing units) 
Housing overcrowding (% of households)
Eviction Rate (per 100 renter homes)

Personal Safety
Violent crime rate (per 1,000 pop.)
Property crime rate (per 1,000 pop.)
Motor vehicle accident rate (per 1,000 pop.)

BASIC HUMAN NEEDS

Access to Basic Education
Preschool enrollment (% of 3 & 4 year olds) 
Social-emotional vulnerable (% of children under 5)
Communication and general knowledge (% of children under 5)
Third grade language arts proficiency (% of 3rd graders)
Eighth grade math proficiency (% of 8th graders)
Population without high school diploma or equivalent (% of pop. 
ages 18-24 )

Access to Information and Communications
Broadband subscription (% of pop.)
Average broadband speed (Mbps download)
Cellular data subscription (% of pop.)
One or more types of computing devices present (% of 
households)
No Internet Access (% of pop.)

Health and Wellness
Vulnerable or at risk physical health (% of children under 5)
Poor mental health days
Obesity prevalence (% of adults)
Diabetes prevalence (% of adults)
Cancer prevalence (% of adults)

Environmental Quality

Ozone average 8-hour concentration (ppm)
Nitrogen dioxide average annual concentration (ppb)
Carbon footprint (metric tons CO2)
Wildfire hazard potential

FOUNDATIONS OF WELLBEING

Personal Rights
Home ownership (% of households)
Voter registration rate (% of voting eligible pop.)
Voter turnout (% of voting eligible pop.)

Personal Freedom and Choice
Child care deserts
Disconnected youth (% of 16-19 year olds)
Walkability index
Alternative transportation usage (% of commuters)

Inclusiveness
Linguistic isolation
Gender pay gap
Residential segregation (non-
Residential isolation (non-

Access to Advanced Education
Bachelor’s Degree Holders (% of pop. age 25+)
Advanced Degree Holders (% of pop. age 25+)
Associates Degree Holders (% of pop. age 25+)

OPPORTUNITY

Social Progress Index: Orange County
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ORANGE COUNTY AVERAGE COMPONENT SCORES
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REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
November 4, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR TC AND EEC: 
Information Only - No Action Required 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve 
the quality of life for Southern Californians.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
Staff will provide an overview of the Southern California Goods Movement Communities Freight 
Impact Assessment study which is expected to start November 2021.  Funded through a Caltrans 
Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant, this project will combine analysis and outreach to 
understand the positive and negative impacts of goods movement as well as the experience of 
these impacts on communities. This study will focus on public health, workforce development, and 
communications and outreach best practices. Key products include a toolkit for impacted 
communities with recommendations on goods movement impact mitigation and 
recommendations to connect communities to the economic opportunities of goods movement, as 
well as an updated innovative communications strategy that guides SCAG’s goods movement 
related outreach. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
As stated in Connect SoCal, the efficient movement of goods is critical to a strong economy and 
improves quality of life in the SCAG region by providing jobs and access to markets through trade. 
However, increased volumes of goods moving across the transportation system contribute to 
greater congestion, safety concerns and harmful emissions. It is critical to integrate land use 
decisions and technological advancements to minimize environmental and health impacts while 
fostering continued growth in trade and commerce.   
 

To: Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) 
Transportation Committee (TC) 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 From: Alison Linder, Senior Regional Planner 

(213) 236-1934, linder@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: Southern California Goods Movement Communities Freight Impact 
Assessment 
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The Southern California Goods Movement Communities Freight Impact Assessment aims to 
understand and address the positive and negative impacts of goods movement on communities as 
well as to understand the experience of these impacts on the communities.  Emissions from goods 
movement sources create public health impacts such as asthma and other respiratory ailments, 
increased stress, and increased cancer risk. In addition, noise, safety issues, aesthetic changes, 
vibrations, and natural resource depletion associated with goods movement impact quality of life 
and may also have health implications. 
 
Goods movement impacts are particularly acute in communities near goods movement facilities 
and operations. Many of these communities are considered disadvantaged communities (DACs) 
using metrics established by various federal and state legislation and executive orders. Existing 
California and federal statutes mandate and encourage identification and execution of 
environmental justice (EJ) strategies to address the disproportionately high and adverse human 
health and environmental effects of transportation on minority and low-income populations and to 
achieve an equitable distribution of benefits and burdens. 
 
While the benefits of goods movement are broadly dispersed in support of our consumption and 
economic activity, impacts are often concentrated, having disproportionate impacts on certain 
communities.  It is therefore important to ensure that those most impacted are benefiting from the 
economic opportunities generated by the region’s goods movement industry.  This study aims to 
improve the ability of communities to capture the economic benefits of goods movement through a 
closer look at workforce development initiatives.  
 
As part of SCAG’s overarching goal to advance equity in the region, SCAG’s Regional Council made a 
commitment to advancing justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion throughout Southern California. 
SCAG recognizes that for the region to become healthy, livable, sustainable, and economically 
resilient, it needs to dramatically improve outcomes for low-income families and communities of 
color. This study will be consistent with the overall goal and objectives of SCAG’s equity initiatives. 
The study will coordinate with ongoing equity efforts at SCAG and benefit from lessons learned 
from recently completed efforts including SCAG’s Racial Equity Early Action Plan, Inclusive Economic 
Recovery Strategy, Connect SoCal EJ Technical Report, and the Public Participation Plan. 
 
In this study, a screening will be done to identify 6-8 communities of interest that are quantifiably 
disproportionately affected by goods movement activities and/or facilities, satisfy generally 
accepted criteria for a disadvantaged community, and represent and reflect various geographic 
areas, causes, and intensities.  
 
The study work plan will also include: 

• Extensive community outreach using innovative methods including workshops, focus 
groups, surveys and video challenges. 
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• Involvement of SCAG Equity Working Group, a Community Advisory Committee (CAC), and 
Community Based Organizations (CBOs) for outreach, input, and engagement. 

• Development of an Environmental Justice and Workforce Development Toolkit for 
Disadvantaged Communities from a goods movement perspective. The tools and strategies 
shall be focused on communication and engagement best practices, health and air quality 
improvement, and workforce development and economic opportunities. 

• Updating an outreach strategy for SCAG to use in communications with goods movement 
impacted communities. 

 
This study is expected to result in an improved understanding of the challenges faced by goods 
movement impacted communities and how they are perceived; locally generated solutions and best 
practices to address goods movement challenges; identification and evaluation of innovative 
outreach tools and an improved community vetted approach towards outreach with goods 
movement impacted communities. This study will provide tools to empower communities to 
address goods movement challenges and benefit from economic opportunities in their 
neighborhood. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
Work associated with this item is included in the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Overall Work Program 
(145.4865.01) 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
1. PowerPoint Presentation - GM Communities Freight Impact Assessment 
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10/26/2021

1

Southern California Goods Movement 
Communities Freight Impact Assessment 
Project Introduction 

Alison Linder, PhD

Senior Regional Planner

11/4/2021

• Air Quality 

• Public Health

• Quality of Life

• Lack of Access to Economic 
Opportunities

• Disproportionate Impacts on 
disadvantaged communities

• Potential lack of representation in 
traditional outreach methods 

Challenges 

2

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwinxZGsn6fnAhXHl54KHV8DC3wQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%
2Fwww.ocregister.com%2Freal-estate-news-irvine-investor-buys-ontario-apartment-complex-for-42-
million&psig=AOvVaw0agnJgWlyfhhOozYdXJqBY&ust=1580333423020632

1

2
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10/26/2021

2

• Engage the populations of identified communities to understand their 
views related to goods movement challenges and opportunities.

• Identify burdens related to air quality, traffic, and lack of employment

• Identify economic opportunities and how to connect to them

• Prepare, execute, and evaluate an innovative communication approach

• Prepare a toolkit of strategies

• Build relationships with disadvantaged, freight impacted and frequently 
underrepresented communities.

Goals and Objectives 

3

• SCAG’s Early Action Plan for 
Equity

• Public Participation Plan 
• Equity Tool and Planning 

Strategy
• AB 617 Communities Outreach
• Connect SoCal EJ Technical 

Report
• Equity Working Group
• Inclusive Economic Recovery 

Strategy

Connection to SCAG work on Equity

4

3

4
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10/26/2021

3

• Identify 6-8 communities that: 
• Are quantifiably disproportionately 

affected by goods movement 
activities  facilities and/or activities

• Satisfy generally accepted criteria 
for a disadvantaged community

• Represent and reflect various 
geographic areas, causes, and 
intensities

• Key Indicators include: 
• Economic Opportunities 
• Access to Transportation
• Pending Developments
• Zoning and Land use 
• Access to Education 
• Community Demographics
• Public Health Indicators 

Study Approach and Deliverables:  Community Identification 

5

• Workshops 

• Focus Groups

• Survey  Using Fehr & Peers Crowdsource+ 
Tool

• Three 5 Minute Educational Videos

• TikTok Challenge

• Involvement of SCAG Equity Working 
Group 

• Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 

• CBO engagement 

Study Approach and Deliverables:  Innovative Outreach

6

5

6
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4

• Tools used to create Toolkit 
• CrowdSource ++
• ESRI Story Map
• Report  

• Toolkit targeted to 3 different audiences
• Community specific
• Regional wide
• SCAG and other agencies

• Tools and strategies shall be focused around 
• communication and engagement best practices
• health and air quality improvement
• workforce development and economic opportunities 

• Shared with identified communities and housed on SCAG website 

Study Approach and Deliverables:  Toolkit Development 

7

• Improved approach to outreach with goods movement impacted 
communities  

• Identification and evaluation of innovative outreach tools 
• Improved understanding of challenges faced by goods movement 

impacted communities and how they are perceived 
• Locally generated solutions and best practices to address goods movement 

challenges

Ultimately, community empowerment                                                                                                        
to address goods movement challenges                                                                                         
and benefit from economic opportunities

Expected Outcomes 

8

7

8
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5

• Project kick-off, November 2021
• Project will be shared at December Equity Working Group Meeting
• We welcome your feedback as the project moves forward

Next Steps

9

Everything you buy touches a truck at 
some point!

Questions?

9

10
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REPORT 

 
Southern California Association of Governments 

Remote Participation Only 
November 4, 2021 

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:   
Information Only – No Action Required 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 2: Advance Southern California’s policy 
interests and planning priorities through regional, statewide, and national engagement and 
advocacy.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
Danielle Dolan, Water Program Manager, Local Government Commission, will present on water 
supply issues in California and discuss best practices and potential solutions.  The presentation 
will also highlight drought, land-use, public health and equity related issues as they pertain to 
water in the SCAG region. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Local Government Commission (LGC) recently completed a report in 2020 summarizing the 
state of water supply constraints and opportunities.  Danielle Dolan, Water Program Manager (LGC) 
will present the findings from LGC’s statewide study on the Equitable Integration of Water and 
Land-Use, including how California’s lack of watershed-wise planning has inhibited recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic and left cities unprepared for recent iterations of catastrophic fire and 
drought in California’s natural climate cycle.  Ms. Dolan will share best practices and 
recommendations to ensure local communities and regions as a whole plan for these conditions, 
and are thus better equipped to handle the climate impacts of drought, fire, and flood, even when 
compounded by economic instability and a public health crisis. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

To: Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
APPROVAL 

 
 

From: Grieg Asher, Program Manager II 
(213) 236-1869, asher@scag.ca.gov 

Subject: Water Supply & Drought Update 
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