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New Report by Public Policy Institute of 
California Shows Need for More Water

With current trends urban water use could 
increase by 40% by the year 2030.                               
Managing water supply and water quality is 
primarily a local government responsibility.
Local governments are doing a better job of 
linking land use decisions to water supply.
The need to provide additional water is essential 
to affordable housing, a sound economy and a 
healthy environment.
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Making the Case

California Has Been Well Served by Its 
Water Supply System but We Face 
Future Challenges:
– No large scale improvements to the 

backbone infrastructure in 30 years
– Population is growing
– Environmental needs are increasing
– Economy is expanding
– New threats are emerging

Making the Case
Federal and State Governments No 
Longer Lead Backbone Infrastructure 
Investments
Local and Regional Water Agencies 
Have Developed 4 MAF of New Water 
Supplies in Last 10 Years
– Projects include:

• water recycling
• desalination
• conservation
• surface/groundwater storage
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Making the Case

Local and Regional Agencies 
Strongly Committed to Continue 
Investments, but Backbone 
Infrastructure Must Be Maintained 
and Includes:
– Surface and Groundwater Storage
– Colorado River Supplies
– The Delta

Making the Case

Blueprint Intended 
to Frame the Issues, 

Ignite Discussion and 
Lead to Action
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Several factors could change 
availability and quality of water 
supply
– Risks to Groundwater Quality 
– Climate Change 
– New Drinking Water Issues
– Levee Vulnerability

Emerging Issues

Delta: Heart of California’s 
Water System

Source of water for 23 million Californians
Irrigates more than 7 million acres of 
farmland                                              
Supports 80% of the state’s commercial
fisheries
Home to numerous key species
Includes more than 730,000 acres of 
farmland and wildlife habitat
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The Delta

San Joaquin
River

Stockton

Export
Pumps

Bay

Recommendations

I. Improve the existing Delta 
water conveyance system to 
increase flexibility and enhance 
water supply, water quality, 
levee stability and 
environmental protection in the 
near term.
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Recommendations

II. Evaluate long-term threats to 
the Delta system and appoint a 
high level commission to 
recommend specific actions.

Recommendations

III. Ensure delivery of adequate 
Colorado River supplies for 
Southern California by 
defending California’s rights on 
the Colorado River.
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Recommendations

IV. Implement and Fund the 
Sacramento Valley Water 
Management Program.

Recommendations

V. Develop additional 
groundwater and surface water 
storage, including proposed 
surface storage projects, if they 
are feasible.
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Recommendations

VI. Support and fund local 
efforts to recycle water and 
implement best management 
practices for urban and 
agricultural conservation.

Recommendations

VII. Improve the quality of 
California’s drinking water 
supplies to safeguard public 
health and enhance water 
quality for agriculture and the 
environment.
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Recommendations

VIII. Work with local agencies to 
develop seawater and 
brackish groundwater 
desalination.

Recommendations

IX. Modernize the federal 
Endangered Species Act and 
other laws and regulations to 
allow water infrastructure 
projects, water supply and water 
quality activities to proceed 
while protecting species and 
habitats.
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Recommendations

X. Expedite the approval process 
for voluntary water transfers.

Recommendations

XI. Clarify and expand the 
state’s role in flood control and 
promote multi-purpose flood 
control projects.
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Recommendations

XII.Support integrated regional 
water management plans.

Regional Needs and Issues – ACWA believes 
we meet our needs through a combination of 
statewide and regional investments that:

–recognize local conditions
–support regional solutions
– integrate a mix of infrastructure, water 

management tools, environmental improvements

In Summary

We Must Reinvest in Our State’s 
Backbone Infrastructure
ACWA Urges State and Federal 
Leaders to Take the Actions 
Identified in the Blueprint
Local Agencies Will Continue to 
Invest Locally
The Time to Act is Now
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Outreach Effort
May - December

ACWA Launched Statewide 
Outreach to:
– Media: statewide media/editorial tour
– Legislators: briefings
– Opinion leaders: presentations

Outreach Effort
May - December

Members Launched Parallel 
Outreach at the Local Level
– Regional water groups
– Local opinion leaders
– City / county officials
– Legislators in the district
– Local media
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Outreach Results
Media
– Editorial board meetings with:

• A & G Newspaper Group
• The Contra Costa Times 
• The Fresno Bee 
• The Los Angeles Times 
• The Modesto Bee 
• The North County Times 
• The Redding Record Searchlight 
• The Sacramento Bee 
• The San Diego Union Tribune 
• The San Francisco Chronicle 
• The San Jose Mercury News 
• Ventura County Star 

Outreach Results
Media (continued)
– In depth stories published in:

• AP
• Chico Enterprise Record
• Contra Costa Times
• The Fresno Bee
• Greenwire
• The Marysville Appeal Democrat
• The North County Times 
• The Sacramento Bee 
• The San Jose Mercury News 
• The Stockton Record
• Ventura County Star 
• Victorville Daily Press
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Outreach Results

Sample 
of Coverage

Sample of 
Coverage

(as of December 2005)

Outreach Results
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Outreach Results

Outreach Results
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Outreach Results

Outreach Results
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Outreach Results

Outreach Results
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Outreach Results

Water Agencies
Water Organizations
Legislators
City Councils
Business Groups
County Supervisors

Blueprint 
Endorsements
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Action Plans for Each Recommendation
Public Outreach Through PBS Series –
“California’s Water” by Huell Howser
Legislation
Regulatory Changes
Administrative Fixes

Blueprint 
Implementation 2006

May, 
2005

May, 
2005


