In considering the underlying root causes of poverty,
educational attainment is a highly correlated factor.
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only 26%. Worse, one in four of our children (25%) is now living

in poverty, up from 19% in 1990. Unfortunately one clear trend is that education attainment

has slipped in the SCAG region compared to national trends.
For example, in 1970, 70.4% of adults in the SCAG region had
a high school diploma or less, over 8 percentage points
oo better than the national average (78.7%). By 2012, 42.3% of
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the national average (41.7%).
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made life more comfortable and convenient, the poverty
rate at the national, state, and regional levels has seen a
drastic increase. While we have achieved much in the way ‘
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’ -
® O==0

ensure future generations have access to quality education
and good job opportunities.




