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Unpleasant Faces/Consequences of Poverty

Poverty is the parent of revolution and crime
Poverty is the worst form of violence
» Poverty is costly to the poor and society
e Ugly bi-products:
lgnorance, disease, delinguency, crime,
irresponsibility, immorality
Child poverty
e Powerless victims
e Children antisocial behavior
Women and poverty
* Feminization of poverty
Poverty and the environment
Impact of poverty on health
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President Johnson Declared War on Poverty

“We have declared
unconditional war on
poverty.

Our objective is total
victory. . . . | believe that
thirty years from now
Americans will look
back upon these 1960s
as the time of the great
American
Breakthrough . . .
toward the victory of
prosperity over
poverty.”
— Lyndon B. Johnson,
My Hope for America
(1964) President Lyndon B. Johnson delivering the State of the Union
address, Jan. 8, 1964. Photo (excerpt): LBJ Library & Museum.
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Great Society

U.S. President Johnson's first ever public reference to the "Great Society" took place
during a speech to students on May 7, 1964, at Ohio University in Athens:

Great Society

He later formally presented his specific goals for the Great Society in another speech at
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor on May 22, 1964
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Great Society:

Wars of nations are fought to change maps. But wars of poverty are
fought to map change

The Great Society—A set of programs launched in 1964 try to
designed to eliminate

1. Poverty

2. Racial injustice

Major initiatives:

The Economic Opportunity Act

Food Stamp Act

Civil Rights Act

Social Security Act

Elementary and Second Education Act
Higher Education Act

Immigration and Nationality Services Act
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SCAG Conferences With Focus on Prosperity & Poverty
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The First Census Measurement of Poverty
CPS Report, Series P-60, No. 54, May 31, 1968

330.773
196%

ECONOMIC REPORT
OF THE PRESIDENT

Transmitted to the Congress
January 1964

| Together With
~ THE ANNUAL REPORT

; of the
COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS

Series P-80, No. 54
May 31, 1968

THE EXTENT OF POVERTY IN THE UNITED STATES
1959 TO 1966

Incidence of Poverty for Families, by Sex and Color of Head:
1959 to 1966
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Bureau of the Census Measurement of Poverty

The Official Measure

The United States has an official measure of poverty. The current
official poverty measure was developed in the early 1960s when
President Lyndon Johnson declared war on poverty. This measure
does not reflect the key government policies enacted since that time
to help low-income individuals meet their needs.

Supplemental
Poverty Measure

Poverty Rate: 1959 to 2012 (SPM)

Recession

1973: lowest 11.1%
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Significant improvement of the Elderly Poverty

Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2012

Percent Recession

Aged 65 and older

Under age 18

9.1 percent
Aged 18 to 64
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1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2012

Note: The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective yvears. For information on recessions, see Appendix A.
Data for people aged 18 to 64 and &5 and older are not available from 1960 to 1965.

Source; U5, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2013 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
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The War on Poverty: 50 Years Later

1. Poverty has improved significantly
since 1967 use SPM
2. Government programs do help

THE WAR ON POVERTY 50
YEARS LATER:

A PROGRESS REPORT

The Council of Economic Advisers

January 2014

The War on Poverty:
50 Years Later

A House Budget Committee Report

_ March 3, 2014
House Budget Committes Majority Staff
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Poverty War on 15% Poverty Rate

We've hit this percentage of Americans in poverty

2
15% §

107,

5%
oF

The first time was

in 1966, part of a

downward trend of
overty in America

that continued into
the mid-1970os.

This
administration
here and now

declares
unconditional
war on poverty.

i
President
Jehnszon

1985 1990 1995

In the early 1980s, a
one-two punch
recession hit, and
drove the number of

Americans in_pqurtﬂ
back up to 15%.

The federal
government
declared a war
on povertﬂ, and
poverty won.

-) f? President
‘As Reagan

THREE TIMES before in the last 50 years.

We faced another
recession in the
19905, but bust led
to boom, and by the
decade’s end, the
percentage of
Americans in pouert3
fell to its lowest
level in 30 years.

It's the

EC-'Dﬂﬂl'-"T'IH,

President
. Clinton

e,
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Poverty Levels by Family Status
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Poverty: Education, Labor Force and Marital Conditions
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Poverty: Ethnicity, Age, Gender, Household Size & Disability
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Poverty: Native-born Compared with

Immigrants
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Why Poverty? Some Opinions
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Top 5 Solutions to Cut Poverty Proposed by President
Obama in State of the Union Address

Creating good jobs

Raising wages

Training the next generation of workers
Investing in children

Strengthening families
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Job Finally Came Back, But Level of Growth May Post Challenges in

the Future?
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Demographic/Economy Headwinds: Challenges and

Implications

Job growth and the quality of job growth
Education/labor force training
Globalization

> Outsourcing in health care, R & D

> Immigration
Income Distribution

> Labor market dysfunction

> Wages
Family and household structure

> Married couple household

> Single person household

> Multi-generation household?
Aging population

> Baby Boomers —10,000 every day turning 65+ for the next 20 years

> Impacts on economic growth

> Challenges on government budget and program at all levels

Broader policy options suggested under SPM

> Location efficiency (transportation & land use)

> Built environment
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WAR ON POVERTY




CONCLUSION

guestions & answers

Akt

Thank You!

Frank Wen

wen@scag.ca.gov




The Growth of Economy is not Equitably Shared!?

The Greal The Greal
Prosperity: Regression:
1947-79 1980-Now

Pay Rose With Prodoctivity ... = And Then |t Didn't
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Changes in U.S. Employment from Start
of the Recession
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